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Elevator men will be pleased to learn that one of 
their number has been honored with the presidency 
of the Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce. Minne- 
apolis is the largest cash wheat market in the world, 
and has a number of elevator companies who take 
an important part in the affairs of 
the Chamber of Commerce. Mr. L. R. 


ing to the different descriptions, so that when a 
dealer buys a car of oats, peas, wheat or barley, he 
should know just what- quantity of grain he has 
bought, and not have it left to the option of the 
seller to give more or less, as it suits his interests. 
Our Boards of Trade could not render better service 
to the trade at large than by dealing with this very 


Brooks, who was recently elected to 
the presidency of the Chamber, was 
First Vice-President last year. 

Mr. Brooks was born in Oswego 
County, New York, in 1847. At the 
age of 16 years he entered the office 
of his father’s elevator in Southern 
Minnesota. Ten years later, he with 
two brothers, succeeded to the busi- 
ness. He was cashier of the Second 
National Bank of Winona, Minn., sev- 
eral years, and organized the Winona 
Mill Co. in 1879. He was _ presi- 
dent of this company until 1885, when 
he resigned and moved to Minneapo- 
lis, where he has since resided. 

He is president of the Brooks Ele- 
yvator Co. of Minneapolis, also of the 
grain commission firm of Brooks-Grif- 
fiths Co. He is vice-president of the 
St. Anthony Elevator Co., Minneapo- 
lis, and of the Globe Blevator Co., Du- 
luth. 


WHAT IS A CARLOAD OF 
GRAIN? 


The above question is asked, because 
it is a very important one to the grain 
trade, says the Montreal Trade Bulle- 
tin. At present a carload of oats may 
mean 800 bushels, or it may mean 
1,200 to 1,300 bushels, to suit the in- 
terests of the sellers. For instance, a 
shipper buys 100 cars of oats, and if 
the market goes in his favor and ad- 
yances, he will not get over 80,000 
bushels; but if the market goes against 
him, and declines, he will get 120,000 to 130,000 

-pushels, so that in either case he is a loser, 
for if values advance after he has made his pur- 
chases the sellers will give him as small carloads as 
possible; while if prices go down, they will crowd 
as much upon him as they can, which, of course, is 
unfair. Dealers in and exporters of grain in this 
city contend that carloads of grain should be fixed 
by certain standards of weight or quantity, accord- 
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important matter. By right, a car of wheat, corn, 
peas, oats, barley or rye should be understood to 
represent a certain standard quantity, just as a 
bushel of these grains does respectively. 


- The business of dealing in wet grain has grown to 
be so important at Buffalo that some give all their 
attention to this branch of the trade, and keep a 
sharp watch for vessels with wet cargoes. 


NEW GRADES FOR CLIPPED OATS 
AT PHILADELPHIA. 


Chief Grain Inspector John O. Foering of the 
Commercial Exchange of Philadelphia informs us 
that the Committee on Grain of the Commercial Hx- 
change of Philadelphia adopted the following new 
rules to govern the grading of clipped 
oats. These rules went into force No- 
vember 2 and will be followed by the 
Grain Inspectors of that city until 
further notice. 3 

Extra White Clipped—shall be bright, 
sound, plump, well cleaned and reason- 
ably free from other grain, weighing 
not less than 35 pounds to the measured 
bushel. 

No. 1 White Clipped—shall be bright, 
sound, well cleaned and reasonably free 
from other grain, weighing not less 
than 33 pounds to the measured bushel. 

Oats that otherwise should graile 
Extra White Clipped and No. 1 White 
Clipped shall not be deprived of the 
grade if but slightly stained. 

No. 2 White Clipped—shall be reason- 
ably sound, well cleaned, reasonably 
free from other grain, and may contain 
a limited amount of stained and dam- 
aged grains, weighing not less than 31 
pounds to the measured bushel. 

No. 3 White Clipped—shall be mainly 
white, reasonably sound, reasonably 
clean, and reasonably free from other 
grain, may be stained, and contain a 
limited amount of damaged grains, 
weighing not less than 28 pounds to 
the measured bushel. 

No. 2 Mixed: Clipped—shall be rea- 
sohnably sound, well cleaned, reasona- 
bly free from other grain, and may 
contain a limited amount of stained 
and damaged grains, weighing not less 
than 31 pounds to the 
bushel. 

No. 3 Mixed Clipped—shall be mainly 
mixed, reasonably sound, reasonably 
clean, and reasonably free from other grain, 
weighing not less than 28 pounds to the measured 
bushel. 


measured 


The committee which was formed to decide as to 
the salvage from the G. W. Van Dusen grain loss at. 
Minneapolis on March 2 promised a partial settle- 
ment within 60 days. Underwriters are still look- 
ing for the final report. 
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REGULAR GRAIN DEALERS MEET 
AT CHICAGO AND ORGANIZE. 


In accordance with the call published in the last 
number of this journal a number of regular grain 
dealers from different states met in Chicago Mon- 
day, November 9. Many of them came early, and 
some time was spent in getting acquainted. The 
meeting was called to order at 10:30 a. m., and 
nominations for temporary chairman were called 
for. Theo. P. Baxter of Taylorville, Ill., was se- 
lected by the unanimous vote. W. H. Chambers 
of Hepburn, Iowa, was then selected for temporary 
secretary. \ 

Chairman Baxter appointed the following com- 
mittee to draft a Constitution and By-Laws: M. T. 
Russell, Des Moines, Iowa; H. N. Knight, Monticello, 
Ill.; J. E. Utt, Omaha, Neb.; G. D. Ettinger, Bourbon, 
Ind.; W. H. Suffern, Decatur, Ill. j 

A paper was read by B. R. Ulrich Jr. of Spring- 
field, Ill., on the subject: ‘Shortages in Shipments 
at Terminals; A Remedy.” The paper was a thor- 
ough treatment of the subject. It appears on an- 
other page of this issue. 

M. McFarland of Des Moines, Iowa, in discussion 
of the paper, said that track scale weights were not 
very reliable. It was a question with him if the 
weights taken by the railroads at terminals would 
be any more accurate than the Board of Trade 
weights. He reported that he had usually had a 
shortage on corn of 8 to 4 bushels per 100 bushels 
before weighing was entirely done by the Board of 
Trade. Since then his shortage had been about 100 
pounds to the car. His greatest suffering from short- 
age had been when grain went to private elevators. 
In this case the shortage had always been greater 
than when the grain went into public elevators. 

Chairman Baxter appointed the following com- 
mittee of three on resolutions: B. A. Lockwood, 
Des Moines, lowa; W. B. Newbegin, Blue Mound, 
lll.; B. R. Ulrich Jr., Springfield, Il. 

W. H. Chambers, Hepburn, Iowa, read an exhaus- 
tive paper on “Who Should be Entitled to Member- 
ship in the Grain Dealers’ National Association.” 
It is given in full elsewhere. 

J. E. Utt, Omaha, Neb., read a paper on “Lower 
Freight Rates to Elevator Men Than to Transient 
Shippers.” His paper was greatly enjoyed by those 
present. We give it in full elsewhere in this num- 
ber. 

F. D. Babeock of Ida Grove, Iowa, to whom had 
been assigned the subject, “The Advantages of Mu- 
tual Insurance for Elevator Owners,” was not pres- 
ent, but the following communication from him was 
read: 

Editor American Hlevator and Grain Trade:—I have just 
returned from’a meeting with the Executive Committee 
of the Grain Shippers’ Association, Northwest lowa, at 
Sioux City, and as we have so much on hand at present, 
we find ourselves unable to take any action as an Asso- 
ciation in regard to the organization of the National 
Association. Doubtless some of our members will at- 
tend the proposed meeting next Monday, and assist in 
the organization. I find myself unable to attend, as I 
had expected to do. I also have been prevented from 
giving any time to the preparation of a paper on the 
subject assigned me, yviz.; ‘‘The Advantages of Mutual 
Insurance to Elevator Owners.’’? I only say now, what I 
outlined in a recent article in the ‘“‘“Elevator and Grain 
Trade,” that my investigation so far is.allin favor of such 
insurance. Under the statutes of Iowa, Sec. 1160 of the 
Code, Co-operative companies can be organized. And 
proceeding under this section, we have decided to organ- 
ize such a company in Iowa. A meeting to complete the 
organization will be held as soon as the Articles of In- 
corporation can be prepared by our attorneys. 

A little investigation will satisfy almost anyone that 
the Insurance Compact of this state levies tribute on 
our risks in much the same manner as railways figure 
their rates, or to be more exact, without any reference 
to the hazard or cost of carrying the risks; it charges 
_‘‘whatever the traffic will stand,” whatever they can 
make the dealers pay. The insurance men know that as 
a rule we have to depend largely on borrowed capital, 
and that to be reasonably secure in our business we are 
compelled to carry heavy lines of insurance. The millers’ 
mutuals have in the past twenty years saved to their 
policy-holder almost exactly fifty per cent. of the board 
rate. The lumberman’s mutuals have, since their organ- 
ization, done even better than that, while the town and 

-farm mutuals of this state have saved more than sey- 
enty-five per cent. . 

The record of all of the mutuals, or co-operatives, in 
this state is such as challenges admiration, and is a sur- 
prise to the manages of the old line companies as well as 
the policy-holders themselves. Possibly the fact, that 
in this state property is worth caring for may have 
something to do with the character of the risks. It goes 
without saying, that any man when assured that 50 per 
cent. can be saved in any undertaking, will avail himself 
of the opportunity. Just a little campaign of education 


along these lines will organize the whole grain shipping 
interests of the country into co-operative companies. Re- 
gretting my inability to be with you, I am, etc. 

Very truly yours, F. D. BABCOCK. 


Mr. M. T. Russell of Des Moines said: 

Our Association in Iowa has had this subject un- 
der discussion, and, in fact, the Association. was 
formed more for the benefits to be secured by 
cheaper insurance than for any other reason. The 
grain men of Iowa had come to the conclusion that 
some benefits could be secured along this line. 
Lumbermen of Iowa had saved about 40 per cent. 
on what the old line companies charged, and the 
Mill Owners’ Mutual of Iowa had cut down the 
cost of insurance about 50 per cent. to its members. 
A committee had been appointed to confer with the 
secretary of the Mill Owners’ Mutual, who had given 
it as his opinion that there was not a sufficient 
number of elevators in lowa to make a mutual in- 
surance company pay; but if all the elevator men 
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of. the United States would form a company busi- 
ness could be done at a profit, and with a saving 
likewise to the members. In order to be a success 
each elevator would have to be thoroughly inspected 
before the insurance was placed. Some elevators 
are not worth 10 cents on the dollar. Elevator men 
could form a company, but unless the matter was 
taken up very carefully it would result in failure. 
If a company was organized on business principles 


it would be a success, and elevator owners would. 


be saved a large amount of money. 
Edward S. Richards of Chicago 
the use of the hopper scale as a means 
of minimizing shortages. He said: My con- 
nection with the grain trade began in 1873. 
At that time the trade was suffering greatly from 
faulty weights. In addition to this, high fees for 
inspection and other evils consumed a large share 
of the dealers’ profits. It became the custom at that 
time to sell grain by sample. On their arrival cars 
were put on what was termed the sample track. 
The grain was sold by sample and afterward the 
grain was transferred to an eastern road. The car 
was weighed with the grain and weighed again 
after the grain had been removed. The difference 


referred to 
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between the weight of the loaded car and the 
empty car represented the net weight of the grain. 
This method was followed for a number of years, 
but weights were unsatisfactory. About the year 
1878 I began shipping to the Southern Middle instead 
of the Northern states. Northern business was 
done in bulk while grain going to the Southern trade 
was sacked. In spite of the grain being sacked the 
same trouble in weights occurred, so the loss was 
evidently not due to leakage. In searching for re- 
lief I commenced weighing the grain in a hopper, 
afterward reloading it into the car. The weight 
thus secured was placed upon the Wwaybill. The 
weight secured in this manner was found to be ac- 
curate, and was satisfactory to the railroad as well 
as to the trade. I had very few shortages in two 
years, the only one of ‘any moment being caused by 
a drunken weighman. Trouble came, however, from 
terminal points. About this time a law was passed 


ILL. 


requiring grain to be weighed in hopper scales. 
Finally shortages began to occur in New York, and 
some of the roads dissolved their agreement in re- 
gard to weighing grain in hopper scales, conse- 
quently when a loss occurred there was no remedy, 
as the railroads were in control. I think that ele 
vators of the country should come under the Inter- 
state Commerce Law. é 

A number of letters from grain dealers who were 
unable to attend the meeting were read. All prom- 
ised their hearty coéperation in the formation of a 
national association. 

A paper was read by W. H. Suffern on “Securing 
Shippers’ Rights from Common Carriers.” It is pub- 
lished in this number. 

A. E. Hartley moved that the meeting adjourn, to 
meet at 2:30 p. m., and that the further business of 
the meeting be completed in one session. Carried. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Chairman Baxter called the meeting to order at 3 
p. m. and asked for the reading of the report of the 
Committee on the Constitution and By-Laws. The 
report was read. 

G. D. Ettinger moved that the report of the com- 
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mittee be taken up in sections: The motion was 
earried. After being read and amended the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws were adopted as follows: 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS. 


PREAMBLE. 

We, the undersigned, being regularly engaged in the 
buying and selling of grain, and recognizing the necessity 
’ of a National Associatlon of Grain Dealers, do hereby 
associate ourselves in an organization, the object of 
which shall be the advancement and protection of the 
common interests of those who are regularly engaged in 
the grain business, the formulating of rules to govern the 
transaction of business and the promotion of friendly 

relations among legitimate grain men of the country. 


CONSTITUTION. 


. ARTICLE I.—NamMepE. 


Section 1. The name of this organization shall be The 
Grain Dealers’ National Association. 


ARTICLE II.—MEMBERSHIP. 


Section 1. Any person, firm or corporation operating 
a@ grain elevator and engaging in the buying and selling 
of grain continuously, may become a member of this Asso- 
ciation; also, any person, firm or corporation who has 
been engaged in the buying and selling of grain contin- 
uously at one station for at least 2 years, yet has no 
elevator, may, upon the recommendation of two persons 
or firms who are members of this Association in good 
standing, and are operating grain elevators at the same 
or nearby stations, be admitted to membership. 

Sec. 2. Regular grain receivers and® regular track 
buyers, who do not sell grain for, or send bids to, or buy 
grain from grain scalpers, irregular grain dealers, tran- 
sient buyers or ‘‘scoop-shovel men,’’ may be admitted to 
honorary membership upon the payment of the regular 
membership fees. 

Sec: 3. No person, firm or corporation shall be admitted 
to membership in this Association unléss he or it shall 
receive the full vote of the Board of Directors, and shall 
subscribe to this constitution and by-laws. 


ARTICLE III.—OFFICERS. 


Section 1. The officers of this Association shall consist 
of president, first vice-president, second vice-president, a 


treasurer and a secretary, and a board of. directors con- | 


sisting of the president, the secretary and five members 
of the Association, ; 

“See. 2. In case a vacaney occurs in the Board of Direc- 
tors between meetings, the President shall appoint a suc- 
cessor for the balance of the term of office. 


Articin [V.—DutT1es OF OFFICERS. 


Section1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside 
at all meetings of the Association, and at-all meetings of 
the Board of Directors, and to sign all ovders drawn on 
the Treasurer by the Secretary. 

Sec. 2. In the absence of the President, the First Vice- 
President shall preside at all meetings of the Association, 
and in the absenee of both, the Second Vice-President 
shall preside. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to record 
and preserve all minutes of meetings of the Association, 
conduct correspondence and issue notices: of meetings to 
eaeh member. He shall make a report at each annual 
meeting, keep members posted on what is being done be- 
tween meetings, and perform such other duties as may 
be required by the Board of Directors... ~ 


Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect 


all fees and dues, have charge of all moneys of the Asso- 

ciation, and pay out money only upon orders signed by 

the President and Secretary. He shall report the state 

of the finances at each regular meeting of the Associa- 

tions — 
=k ARTICLE V.—F ngs AND Duss. 

Section 1. The membership fee of the Association shall 
be $10, which shall accompany each application for mem- 
bership. ; 

Sec. 2. The annual dues shall be 5, more or less, ac- 
cording as the Association shall decide at the annual 
meeting, payable on the first of each year. Members 
who have more than one house shall pay in addition to 
the annual dues, an annual fee of $1 each for first 10 
houses; a fee of seventy-five cents foreach house in ex- 
cess of 10 and not over 30, and a fee of fifty cents each 
for each house in excess of 30. 


ARTICLE VI,—AMENDMENTS. 


Section 1. This constitution may be amended at any an- 
nual meeting of the Association, by an affirmative vote 
of two-thirds of the members present. Notices of pro- 
posed amendments must be mailed toe each member at 
least thirty days prior to the annual meeting. 


BY-LAWS. 
ARTICLE I.—MEETINGS. 


Section 1. There shall be annual meetings of this Asso- 
ciation, subject to the call of the Board of Directors. 

Sec. 2. A quorum shall consist of 50 members, who 
shall be represented by person or proxy. 

Sec. 3. The Board of Directors shall meet quarterly, at 
such time and place as they may decide upon. 


Articue Il.—ELEction or OFFIcERs. 


Section 1. Officers shall be elected, by ballot, at each an- 
nual meeting, and hold their offices for one year, or until 
their successors are duly elected and have qualified. 


ARTICLE IIT,—EXPENSES OF OFFICERS. 


Section 1. The traveling and hotel expenses of all offi- 
cers at regular and special meetings shall be paid by the 
Association. 5 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall receive a salary of $1,000 
per year. ; 

See. 3. The Treasurer shall give bonds in the sum of 

000. 
* ARTICLE 1V.—APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

Section 1. Applications for membership accompanied 
by the membership fee shall be made to the Secretary 
and turned over to the Board of Directors. Each appli- 
cant must be recommended by two members in good 
standing, and:the applicant shall become a member upon 


: 


receiving the unanimous yote of the Board of Directors, 


and subscribing to the Constitution and By-laws. If 
the applicant is not elected a member, his membership 
fee shall be returned to him. 


ARTICLE V.—STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Section 1. The Board of Directors shall act as an execu- 
tive committee. 

Sec. 2. There shall be a standing Committee on Trans- 
portation consisting of five members, appointed by the 
President at each annual meeting. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary or complaining member shall re- 
fer to the Board of Directors all matters needing ad- 
justment, such as discrimination in freight rates, short- 
ages, dishonest returns, or other grievance between any 
member and railroad, consignee, or others. 

Sec. 4. The Board of Directors shall make a thor- 
ough investigation of all complaints, attempt to secure 
settlement of same and report every case to the Associa- 
tion. 

ARTICLE V1.—DutTIES OF MEMBERS. 


Section 1. The name of any member of this Association 
who has not paid his annual dues shall, after due notice, 
be stricken from the roll of membership. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of members to aid in pro- 
tecting the interests of every member of the Association. 

Sec. 3. Members of this Association shall not buy grain 
at any stations where they are not regularly doing busi- 
ness and where there is a regular buyer who is a member 
of this Association without the consent of such buyer. 

Sec. 4. So far as lies in their power, members of this 
Association shall not transact business with irregular 
dealers; with parties against whom unfairness is proved; 
with receivers who patronize irregular dealers, or with 
those who solicit grain from farmers or irregular dealers. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of every member of this As- 
sociation who learns of any commission firm, receiver or 
track buyer soliciting or encouraging shipments from 
farmers or irregular dealers, to report the name of said 
commission firm or receiver, together with the facts in 
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the case, to the Secretary, who shall record the same in 
a book kept for that purpose, and he shall immediately 
notify each member of this Association. 


ARTICLE VIT.—AMENDMENTS. 


Section 1. These by-laws may be amended by a majority 
vote of those present at a regular meeting. Formal no- 
tices of proposed amendments must be mailed to mem- 
bers at least thirty days prior to the meeting. 


The Chairman appointed a committee of 5 to nomi- 
nate permanent officers. The committee consisted 
of M. McFarlin, Des Moines, Iowa; J. EB. Utt, 
Omaha, Neb.; L. H. Blankenbaker, Brook, Ind.; 
D. N. Dunlap, Fontanelle, Iowa; H. R. Ulrich, Spring- 
field, Il. 

W. L. Barnum of Chicago read a paper on ‘The 
Liability Release Clause in Railroad Companies’ 
Ground Leases.” It is the most comprehensive pre- 
sentation of this subject ever given anywhere. It 
is published in full in this number. 

A paper on “The Reciprocal Demurrage Charge,” 
by C. 8S. Maguire of Columbus, Ohio, in the absence 
of Mr. Maguire was read by the Secretary. It will 
be found elsewhere, 

The report of the Committee on Permanent Officers 
was read by Chairman M. McFarlin as follows: 
For President, E. 8. Greenleaf, Jacksonville, II1., 
of Greenleaf & Baker, Atchison, Kan.; First Vice- 
president, P. S. Heacock, Falls City, Neb.; Second 
Vice-president, H, A. Grubbs, of the Greenville Grain 
Co., Greenville, Ohio; Secretary, W. H. Chambers, 
Hepburn; Iowa; Treasurer, J. W. Adams, secretary 
of the St. Paul and Kansas City Grain Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn, For Board of Directors, W. B, New- 


begin, Blue Mound, Ill.; M. McFarlin, Des Moines, 
Iowa; A. BE. Hartley, Goodland, Ind.; Fred L. Har- 
ris, Omaha, Neb.; A. E: Clutter, Lima, Ohio. 

Upon motion the Secretary was instructed to cast 
the vote of the Association for the nominees. 

Mr. Newbegin declined to serve, and M. T. Russell 
moved that the name of T. P. Baxter of Taylorville, 
Ill., be substituted for the name of W. B. Newbegin 
on the Board of Directors. Carried. 

It was moved that those who are in attendance at 
the meeting, and those who had sent in their names 
to the “American Elevator and Grain Trade” as 
favoring the organization of a national association, 
be considered charter members, provided they paid 
their dues within 30 days from date of meeting. 
Carried. 

B. A. Lockwood, chairman of the committee on 
resolutions, submitted the following report: 


Resolved, That the object of this association should be 
the mutualadvancement of thegrain tradeand for promot- 
ing the better feeling of the grain shippers with the rail- 
roads, believing that their interests are mutual and that 
by the proper organization of the grain. dealers they will 
be enabled to bring about changes that will be mutually 
beneficial to both. ‘ 

Resolved, That we believe: that it is wisdom on the 
part of the grain dealers not to antagonize the railroads, 
but to be so joined together by organization, so that 
any differences can be taken up by the ofticers of the asso- 
ciation and the higher officers of the railroads, thus get- 
ting into closer touch and creating constantly a better 
understanding as to the shippers’ just claims and their 
interests. 

Resolved, That the paper by J. E. Utt of Omaha, Neb., 
on ‘‘Lower Freight Rates to Elevator Men -Than to 
Transient Shippers,’’ strikes the keynote of the elevator 
trade and we think would be a panacea for the major 
part of all our needs in that line. Also it is further 

Resolved, That the paper an ‘Shortages’ by E. R. 
Ulrich of Springfield, I11., is commendable excepting that 
the track scales referred to were to be at terminals only, 
as he intended, and not at all at points of shipment. 
And also, 

Resolved, That the paper by W.H. Suffern of Deca- 
tur, Ill., snould be heartily indorsed by every member of 
this Association as it shows a thorough knowledge of 
the claims that are so common to all shippers, in a very 
practical sense. And also, 

Resolved, That the paper by W. H. Chambers of Hep- 
burn, lowa, on ‘‘Who Should Be Entitled to Membership 
in the Grain Dealers’ National. Association,’ presents 
the case in a very comprehensive manner, showing that 
the life of this organizations depend upon the formation 
and fidelity of its membership, and we recommend its close 
reading and study by all of our members. 

Resolved, also, That the remarks made by M. T. 
Russell of Des Moines, lowa, on ‘‘Mutual Insurance,’’ 
were good and to the point but that the organization 
should not take this matter up just at present.» And 
also, 

Resolved, That the'remarks of W. E. Richards of Chi- 
cago, in regard to hopper scale weights presented one of 
the strongest evidences of what can be accomplished in 
our interests by active and persistent effort. Also, 

Resolved, That we extend to the ‘‘American Elevator 
and Grain Trade’’ and to Charles S. Clark our hearty 
and united’ vote of thanks for their untiring efforts and 
co-operation in our welfare, especially so as they were the 
prime movers from the start. And, 

Resolved, That the ‘‘American Elevator and Grain 
hacee shall be hereby declared to be our official organ. 
Also, 

Resolved, That we extend our thanks to Martin D. 
Stevers & Co. of Chicago, for furnishing us the markets 
while the Association was in session. Also, 

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be extended to the 
Chicago Board of Trade for the courtesies extended to 
us. Also, 

Resolved, That the paper of W. L. Barnum on ‘The 
Liability Release Clause in Railroad Companies’ Ground 
Leases’? was a most excellent presentation of the sub- 
ject and should add much to urge us on to a successful 
organization that the wrongs therein set forth may be 
corrected and our interests protected. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Secretary Chambers read the following communi- 
eation: 

Chicago, Nov. 9, 1896. 
To the members of the National Grain Dealers’ Associ- 
ation, 

Greeting—The Commercial Club of Omaha _ respect- 
fully request your honorable body, to hold your next gen- 
eral meeting in Omaha, Neb. - It is centrally -located- for 
Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, South Dakota, North Dakota, 
Western Minnesota and Missouri. 

We will entertain the members’ at the club rooms, in- 
cluding a hall well lighted, and will furnish a banquet, a 
room and appropriate badges, reduced. hotel rates and 
other appropriate considerations. Hoping for a prompt 
consideration, Iam yours truly, : : 

J. kK. UTT, Secy. Commercial Club. 


L. H. Blankenbaker moyed to adjourn subject to 
the call of the Board of Directors. 


CONVENTION NOTDS. 
Master Harris of Sibley, lowa, was the youngest 
grain dealer present. : 
Many who wrote of their intention to attend. did 
not get to the meeting. 


The next meeting promises to be such a howling 
success that it is sure to fill with regret every dealer 
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not at the Chicago meeting—regret that he missed 
one of the treats of life. 

Chairman Baxter kept the meeting at work, and 
permitted no time to be wasted. 

A number of regular dealers and commission men 
paid their membership fee and became charter mem- 
bers. 

Gold badges, representing an ear of 
were supplied by the “American Elevator and Grain 
Trade,” and were highly complimented by all. 

Had the meeting extended over two days it would 
have given those present an opportunity to discuss 
some of the many points presented in the papers. 


corn, 


Capt. Russell of Des Moines remained in the city 
several days, but did not catch the would-be artist 
who made pen sketches of him for the local daily 
papers. 

Indiana’s representation included G. D. Ettinger, 


Bourbon; W. T. McCray, Kentland; L. H. Blanken- 
baker, Brook; A. E. Hartley, Goodland; W. L. Cun- 
ningham, Brook. j 


Most of those present made a number of new ac- 
quaintances in the trade, and found the social 
feature of the convention particularly enjoyable as 
well as profitable. 

The papers read were enjoyed by all, and each 
one present praised them. They are surely a valua- 
ble accession to grain trade literature, and merit 
eareful reading by everyone connected with the 
trade. 

J. E. Utt of Omaha, the secretary of the Nebraska 


State Grain Dealers’ Association, represented the 
dealers of that state. Mr. Duff, the other delegate 


recently appointed at the meeting of the State Asso- 
ciation in Lincoln, was detained at home. 


The daily papers gave the Association considera- 
ble prominence, but of course their reports of the 
meeting were no more intelligible than their reports 
of trade meetings usually are. However, it served 
to advertise the fact that the dealers had met and 
organized. 

Iowa was well represented by the following gentle- 
men: M. T. Russell, M. McFarlin, B. A. Lockwood, 
E. L. Bowen, Des Moines; W. H. Chambers, Hep- 
burn; D, (IN. Dunlap, F Sipe des J. D. Robbins, Hast- 
ings; C. Reed, Guthrie Center; A. W. Harris, Sibley; 
F. A. H. Greulich, Marion. 

Among those present from Illinois were: F. M. 
Pratt, Decatur; Theo. P. Baxter, Taylorville; BH. R. 
Ulrich Jrv., Springfield; W. H. Suffern, W. B. New- 
begin, Blue Mound; J. H. Herron, Sidell; Frank 
Ream, Lostant; J. Ff. Echard, Leeds; Jos. D. White, 
Stillman Valley; R. G. Risser, Kankakee; F. M. 
Cutler, Carthage; H. N. Knight, Monticello. 


The general impression seemed to be that the 
Association was very fortunate in the selection of 
its secretary. Although a young man, Mr. Cham- 
bers has had eleven years’ experience in the grain 
trade, and has been prominently identified with 
association work in Southwestern Iowa for several 
years. He has the success of the National Asso- 
ciation at heart, and will strive earnestly to conduct 
the work of his office for the best interests of the 
Association. 

Among the receivers and receivers’ agents present 
were: Irwin, Green & Co., Chicago, represented by 
C. A. Tower, Des Moines, Iowa; Pope & Lewis, Chi- 
cago, represented by H. A. Curtis and J. W. Rad- 
ford; C. B. Congdon & Co., Chicago, represented by 
D. H. Winans; W. N. Eckhardt, of Pope & Lewis, 


Chicago; Whitney & Gibson, Buffalo, N. Y., repre- 
sented by B. J. Burns, H. F. Dousman, Chicago; 


I. P. Rumsey of Rumsey, Lightner & Co., Chicago; 
VY. W. Bullock, Burlington, Iowa. 


A man was recently arrested at Newark, N. J., 
for buying oats from drivers for the C. C. Thomp- 
son Co., grain dealers. He confessed that he had 
bought at least 300 bags of oats from the company’s 
drivers, and said that he had been doing so for a 
period of six or seven -years. It is said that the 
man’s confession implicates drivers of other dealers, 
and it indicates that apparently honest citizens are 
as dishonest as the drivers who stole the grain. 


SHORTAGES IN SHIPMENTS AT 
TERMINALS; A REMEDY. 


[A paper read by E. R. Ulrich Jr. of Springfield, I1., 
at the Chicago meeting of grain dealers. | 


Portia, in the Merchant of Venice, truthfully. says, 
“Tf to do were as easy as to know what were good 
to do, chapels had been churches and poor men’s 
houses princes’ palaces.” 

It has been our experience, and we presume it is 
also the experience of every firm handling grain 
through country elevators in the West, that where 
their grain is carefully weighed at home and sent 
to one of the principal markets in the United States, 
there is.a great deal of difference, as a usual thing, 
between shipping it to St. Louis or Chicago or ship- 
ping it to Toledo, Detroit, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York, or selling it to the interior trade, as to 
the amounts of these shortages in the different 
markets. There is probably not one of my hearers 
who has not had some trouble with his shipments 
in this respect, and who does not know that this 
state of affairs should (we do not say could, as 
we know it can and must) be remedied. 

Shippers working on a close margin cannot afford 
to stand shortages which average sometimes, for a 
year or more at a time, from six to seven bushels 
per car. The railroads cannot afford to lose freight 
on that amount and should do all in their power, 
aided by our united efforts, to remedy the evil. The 
railroads running into Chicago for instance hauled 
to Chicago for the year beginning Aug. 1, 1894, and 
ending Aug. 1, 1895, 188,487 cars of wheat, corn, 
oats, rye and barley, according to the official Board 
of Trade record. Figuring these cars at an average 
of 6 bushels short for each car of 500 bushels 
makes a net shortage on that number of cars of 
1,130,922 bushels, or 2,654 cars of grain of 500 
bushels each, which was a total loss to country 
shippers and on which the railroads lost their 
revenue. Figuring this at 10 cents per hundred- 
weight (from a good deal of the Western territory 
the rate is two or three times this) the railways lost 
$74,312 and the shippers’ loss was probably 40 cents 
per bushel during that year—making a loss to the 
grain shippers of the West in shipments. to Chicago 
alone of $452,368.80, or nearly half a million dollars. 

Why stand tiuis? We know that ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of all the shortages in our shipments to 
Chicago occur after the grain is dropped into the 
boot of the elevators in Chicago. 

About a year and a half ago, at the solicitation of 
the Illinois Grain Dealers’ Association, we sent a 
man to Chicago to personally investigate their man- 
ner of weighing, etc. He went through the yards 
where the grain is inspected and got permission to 
watch the weighing of a lot of cars which we had 
weighed carefully at our country elevators. Our 
cars were falling short right along from 5 to 9 
bushels per car and some of them more. He watched 
the elevator people unload the stuff and saw that 
it was carefully done and still the cars ran short 
as usual. He went to the top of the elevator and 
saw the grain carefully weighed and could see noth- 
ing wrong there and still the cars continued to be 
short. : 

He had about concluded we could not locate 
the trouble when it occurred to him he would get a 
man to help him, so after securing another man, one 
stood at the elevator boot and saw that the work 
was done carefully and correctly while the other 
stood at the scale and saw that all went right. Im- 
mediately the shortages ran down so that some of 
the cars would weigh out close to our figures and 
others only one or two bushels short, thus con- 
clusively proving that the whole force in the eleva- 
tor was working to beat the country shippers on 
weights, and to make their elevator weights come 
out all right at the end of the season. 

To be sure, the country shipper is not infallible 
any more than anybody else. To be sure, railroads 
sometimes give us leaky cars and jam them around 
in transit, but, after years of experience in shipping 
to the different markets, we are positive that not 
over one bushel shortage in one hundred bushels 
of our shortages occurs by loss in transit or by 
stealage in transit. We can tell by comparing Chi- 
cago and St. Louis weights with weights of our 


grain shipped to the other markets during the same 
period that the trouble has been in the Chicago and 
St. Louis elevators and nowhere else, to amount to 
anything. 

The Railroad and Wanehonae: law is plain and 
good, but so far has been on the shortage question 
almost a dead letter. The remedy for these short- 
ages, I would suggest, is just here. Let the railroads 
running into Chicago, St. Louis, and all of the other 
large markets (if they haven’t them already) procure 
good reliable track scales and keep them in thorough 
repair and weigh each car carefully before it goes 
to the elevators or side track to be unloaded; and 
then weigh back carefully empty, Have all scales 
in these cities made on a basis of these railroad 
track seale weights. Each car to be uncoupled be- 
fore being weighed and all eleyator people or others 
buying our grain to accept these weights’ as final, 
or our members not to sell to them, Also let the 
Grain Dealers’ National Association hire a couple of 
the best and most reliable men it can get to keep 
going from one railroad scale to another, to put 
their signature on the scale weight of each car they 
see weighed, so that the country shipper can com- 
pare these cars which are weighed while the Asso- 
ciation’s representative was present with those 
weighed when the Association’s representative was 
not present, and if there is any difference notify 
the railway company at once that their weights are 
not satisfactory and request them to install another 
weigher at once. ; 

Let each shipper weigh all of his grain carefully 
into cars at home and notify the railroad company 
that there is so much grain in each car, and that 
they expect the railway company to weigh as much 
grain out of each car, or find out at once why they 
cannot find that amount in the car. If Chicago and 
other receivers and buyers refuse to accept the 
above weights as final, then let all members of this 
Association and all grain dealers through the. coun- 
try refuse to go to any market where such weights 
are not accepted. The railroads to charge the ship- 
pers, say, 15 cents per car for the shipper’s part of 
expense incurred in weighing. : . 

We think the above arrangement would be quite 
an improvement on letting the eleyator people weigh 
the grain in the elevators or have anything to do 
with it before it is weighed by disinterested parties, 
and that it would help the shippers out until the 
Interstate Commerce Law can be changed to make’ 
railroads pay for all shortages. Hyen in case the 
law was changed the railroads should weigh it as 
above stated for their own protection. 

If this is taken up with the managers of the dif- 
ferent railroads by the Association through the 
proper channels, the railroad managers can be made 
to see that it is greatly to their advantage to. work 
with us in this matter, and that it would pay the 
railroads and shippers hundreds of thousands of 
dcllars annually to have this remedied at once. 

Now until the Interstate Law can be changed so 
as to cover the shortage question, so as to enable 
shippers to get clean bills of lading by which rail- 
roads would be compelled to deliver out as much 
grain as is weighed into cars by the country eleva- 
tor, we think the above remedy would be quite a 
help for the time being. This matter of shortages 
is something that will take a good part of the 
profits of the country elevator man and something 
he will do well to use all of his power to overcome. 

I believe that if each member of this national 
organization would watch his weights carefully in 
each market to which he ships and would compare 
the weights in the different elevators, he would find 
quite a difference in the shortages. In looking over 


.our books in our shipments the past few months I 


notice that, for example, the weights of the Indiana 
Etevator, Chicago, were noticeably short in a great 
Iuany cases, while the weights in the Chicago 
Hominy Mills were excellent. 

While the weights in the Canton Elevator, Balti- 
more, were running short of our weights, in num- 
bers of cars, the weights at the Locust Point eleva- 
tors ran much better. Now, why would it not be a 
good idea to have each of our members send to the 
Secretary of the National Association monthly 
statements of their weights of grain in each of the 
different markets to which they ship, stating the 
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name of the elevator to which each-car went, giv- 
ing weights at home and at destination? Let the 
Secretary compare these lists and notify every eleva- 
tor and warehouse company where the shortages 
occur that these shortages must cease or shippers 
would have to be governed accordingly. Have the 
names published each month of those houses whose 
weights are universally bad, and send a list to each 
member of this organization. When a shipper-looks 
over his shipping beok and sees a string of cars 
which were weighed in Decatur or Detroit and al- 
most every car weighed out close to his weights at 
home, and then compares these. weights with an- 
other string of cars which went to Canton Etevyator, 
Paltimore, or to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, or to In- 
diana Blevator, Chicage, during the same period, 
and finds the cars to these latter points short in a 
large number of cases, he knows there is some 
weighman who is not giving the shipper just 
weights. The shipper is not the one to stand the 
shrinkage in weight while in store after it goes out 
of his hands. Let the elevator people put their 
storage rate high enough to cover the natural shrink- 
age while it is held in their buildings, and not try 
to dock the interior shipper in order to make their 
weights hold out good. 

Fellow shippers, they will keep this up just as long 
as you will stand back and let them. The moment 
you put your feet down and say you must have fair 
treatment, then, and not until then, will you receive 
fair treatment. Official Board of ‘Trade weights 
may be all right but no Board of Trade weigher can 
occupy two places at the same time—namely, at the 
scale at the top of the elevator and also at the boot 
of the elevator. 

The whole operation_of weighing should be right 
before the official weigher’s eyes, so that there 
could be no manipulation of levers or grain left in 
the boot of the elevators, or anything else of this 
sort which has been worked to the woeful loss of 
the country shipper and the railroads. 

I take the following from the report of the Illinois 
Grain Dealers’ Association’s representative: ‘The 
eleyator weights in Chicago have at times been very 
unsatisfactory, the summer of 1894 proving notably 
so. At the request of the Illinois Grain Dealers’ As- 
sociation, having several hundred cars sold in Chi- 
cago, we sent an agent there in August, 1894, who 
asked for and was given permission to witness the 
weighing at the elevators.. He was present at the 
scales (which are A No. 1) for three days, during 
which time the average shortage on our cars was 
about 5 to 9 bushels per car. The fourth day he 
placed a man below at the cars with control of the 
signals, he going to the top of the elevator where 
the scales are located, and there controlling the 
dropping of the grain from the garners to the hop- 
pers. The shrinkage fell at once from an average 


loss of 5 to 9 bushels to less than 2 bushels per ear. |}. 


We will also say that the Chicago weights and our 
home weights ran satisfactorily for quite a long 
time afterward.” 

According to the view of the man, who thoroughly 
investigated this matter, as above stated, another 
way by which we could get much more satisfactory 
weights, in Chicago especially, would be to employ 
two reliable men, who could be depended upon to 
watch the interests of the members of this Associa- 
tion, and men who could not be easily influenced. 
Get the proper authorities to allow these men to go 
into any elevator and personally superintend the 
weighing of all cars arriving at that elevator for, 
say, a half day or one day at a time, whenever they 
were so ordered by the Secretary of this Association. 
Let one of these men stay at the boot of the eleva- 
tor and the other at the scale, and have them sign 
each certificate of weight for each car of which 
they have personally superintended the weighing. 
Shift them from one elevator to another wherever 
the Secretary of our Association orders them and 
have them go to every elevator or warehouse, say 
once or twice a month. Have the shippers compare 
the cars weighed under the supervision of our men 
with those cars weighed when our representatives 
were not present, and they will soon discover where 
the trouble lies. This suggestion could be acted 
upon at once, and would not necessitate the chang- 
ing of any of the terminal weighing facilities. We 


are thoroughly convinced it would react at once to 
the mutual profit of every grain shipper in the West 
and also to the profit of the railroads. 


THE GRAIN BEETLES. 


[By F. H. Chittenden in Bulletin No. 4 of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, Division of Entomol- 
ogy.] 

There are two clayicorn beetles, known, respect- 
ively, as the sawtoothed grain beetle and the 
cadelle, of omnivorous habits and universal dis- 
tribution, that commonly oceur in dwellings as well 
as in granaries, mills and warehouses. The former 
is so small as to readily escape notice except when 


Silvanus surinamensis - 
a, beetle; b, pupa; ¢, larva—all enlarged 
more enlarged [d, antenna oft larva 


it is present in numbers; the latter, though seldoin 
occurring in abundance, is conspicuous, both 
larva and beetle, on account of its size. The two 
species resemble each other in being partially car- 
nivorous and predaceous, following in the wake of 
other insects like the Indian meal moth, the cadelle 
particularly making atonement for its ravages by 
deyouring such small insects as cross its path that 
it is able to overcome. 

The sawtoothed grain beetle (silvanus surinam- 
ensis, Linn.) will be found wherever anything edible 
is stored. It is chiefly vegetarian, but is almost 
omnivorous, and is especially fond of cereals and 


as 


-Tencbroides mauritanicus: a, adult beetle with greatly en- 
larged antenna above; b, pupa; ¢, larva—all enlarged (original). 
breadstuffs, preserved fruits, nuts, and seeds of 
yarious kinds. Among commodities of the household 
that are subject to its depredations may be men- 

tioned yeast cakes, mace, snuff, and red pepper. 
The mature beetles will feed upon sugar, and have 
been reported in starch, tobacco, and dried meats, 
but it is doubtful if the insect will breed in such 
substances. The beetle or their larvee have the bad 
habit of perforating the paper bags in which flour 
and other comestibles are kept. When present in 
boxes of fruit—and they are very sure to be there if 
the covers are left off throughout the summer—there 
may be no visible evidence of their presence until 
the bottom is reached, but here they will be found 
in great numbers, and when disturbed scamper off 
in the greatest haste. This insect is almost invaria- 


bly present wherever the Indian meal moth is found, 
and the list of the food products that have been 
mentioned as subject to this moth’s attack will 
answer about equally well for the beetle. 

As an instance of unusual trouble caused by this 
insect may be mentioned the case cited by Taschen- 
berg of the beetles having invaded sleeping apart- 
ments adjoining a brewery where stores were kept 
and annoying the sleepers at night by nipping them 
in their beds. This beetle is a member of the family 
Cucujide. It is only about one-tenth of an inch 
long, slender, much flattened, and of a chocolate 
brown color. The antenne are clavate, or club 
shaped, and the thorax has two shallow, longitudi- 
nal grooves on the upper surface, and bears six 
minute teeth like those of a saw on each side, as in- 
dicated at a. 

The larva is somewhat depressed, and nearly white 
in color, with darker markings, as shown in the 
illustration (c). It has six legs and an abdominal 
proleg, and is exceedingly active, running about, 
nibbling here and there. When fully matured the 
larva fastens itself by means of some adhesive mat- 
ter, evidently excrementitious, to any convenient 
surface, and thus attached transforms to pupa and 
afterward to imago. When the insect is living in 
such granular substances as. oatmeal and cracked 
wheat a delicate case is constructed of fragments of 
these materials, but when in flour and meal.often 
no covering is made. From data acquired by ex- 
periment it is estimated that there may be six or 
seven generations of this insect annually in the 
latitude of the District of Columbia. During the 
summer months the life cycle requires but twenty- 
four days; in spring, from six to ten weeks. At 
Washington, it has been learned, the species win- 
ters over in the adult state, even in a well-warmed 
indoor temperature. 

The term “cadelle” was first proposed years ago in 
France for the larva of this insect. The Latin name 
(Tenebroides mauritanicus, Linn.) was given to it 
in 1758, when it was described as a species of Tene- 
brio, and classified with the meal worms, the adult 
of which it very slightly resembles in its somber 
color and depressed elongate form. It belongs, how- 
ever, to a distinct family, the Trogositide, and is 
considerably smaller than the meal worm beetles, 
measuring about a third of an inch. It is very dark, 
shining brown in color, much flattened, and of the 
somewhat oblong form indicated in the illustration 
at a. The antenna is shown, much enlarged. The 
general appearance of the larva is shown at ¢. It 
is fleshy and slender, measuring when full grown 
nearly three-fourths of an inch. It is whitish in 
color, with head and tip of the anal segment dark 
brown, the latter terminating in two dark corneous 
hooks. The three thoracic segments are also marked 
with dark brown, as indicated in the figure. The 
pupa (b) is white. 

There has always been a difference of opinion in 
regard to the nature of the food of Tenebroides 
mauritanicus, some claiming that the insect was 
earnivorous. It has been satisfactorily proven 
through experiment by the writer that the insect 
is both herbivorous and predaceous. It is most 
often found in cereals and in nuts, but may be oc- 
casionally taken in other materials. 

If personal experience and divisional records be 
any criterion, this species excels all other grain feed- 
ers in its proclivity for obtruding its presence in 
unexpected places. It is a most unwelcome guest at 
all times, its large size, both in the larval and adult 
stages, rendering its appearance conspicuous, not 
to say alarming or disgusting, to most persons. 

Contrary to the rule with regard to indoor species, 
there is every reason to believe that this insect is 
of American nativity. It differs also from most other 
storehouse species in being annual in its develop- 
ment, propagating, it is true, throughout the warm 
season, but bringing forth only a single brood each 
year. 


The McCall-Webster Grain Co. of Burbank, 8S. D., 
recently brought suit to recover from Boyles & 
Ondery, general merchants, $280 stolen from them 
by highwaymen. Tt was alleged that defendants 
were responsible for the theft, but the court decided 
against the plaintiffs. 
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THE LIABILITY RELEASE CLAUSE 
IN RAILROAD COMPANIES’ 
GROUND LEASES. 


[A paper read by W.L. Barnum of the Millers’ Na- 
tional Insurance Co. of Chicago at the meeting of the 
Grain Dealers’ National Association in Chicago, Noy. 9, 
1896. | 

Your committee has invited me to address you on 
a very important subject. Important to you own- 
ing elevators on railroad land. Important to the 
insurance companies whose policies you hold for 
indemnity in event of loss by fire, and important 
to the railroad: companies as showing the legal 
status at the present time. 

The Millers’ National Insurance Company has, 
for more than twenty years, made a specialty of in- 
suring grain elevators and warehouses, and to-day 
has on its books, probably, more grain eleyators than 
any other insurance company in the United States. 

The cost of insurance in the Millers’ National, on 
the mutual plan, for the past twenty years, has 
been about 50 per cent. of the annual rate. In no 
one year has it cost more than 70 per cent., and 
in other years from 30 per cent. to 40 per cent., de- 
pending upon the amount of losses by fire. Averag- 
ing about one-half the yearly rate charged by the 
better class of board companies, and at the same 
time the company has accumulated a surplus fund 
of nearly four hundred thousand dollars in cash. 
‘It is probably for this’ reason that I, as its secre- 
tary, have been requested to prepare a paper for 
your consideration on The Liability Release Clause 
in Railroad Companies’ Ground Leases. 

It is a fact that at nearly every station along the 
lines of railroads in the United States, there is situ- 
ated on the railroad’s right-of-way, elevators and 
warehouses for the storage of grain. A nominal 
rent of from one to five dollars per annum is paid 
for leases of the ground covered by these buildings, 
and these leases are so drawn as to be practically 
perpetual as to the lessees, though subject to termi- 
nation at any time at the option of the railroad 
company. 

It is a great advantage to the railroad to have 
these buildings on their right-of-way, because they 
are thus given practically a monopoly of the carry- 
ing business connected with them, and thus also 
avoid, generally, the expense of building extra or 
additional tracks. The particular feature of these 
leases, however, which we are called on to con- 
sider, is a clause contained therein by which the 
railroad company is, in advance, released from all 
liability for damages in case such buildings are de- 
stroyed by fire communicated from the engines of 
the railroad company, even though such fire be com- 
municated by reason of the want of ordinary care, 
or by the gross negligence of the railroad company, 
its agents; servants or employes. It is not needful to 
quote to you the long and carefully drawn language 
of these leases by which all liability, under any 
possible circumstances, for fire, however communi- 
cated, is excluded. Some of you are doubtless 
familiar with this language from sad experiences, 
and others, I am sorry to say, will become familiar 
with it when a fire so caused occurs, sweeping out 
of existence in a few moments the accumulation of 
years, and you wake up to find that, on account of 
the language of these leases, you have no remedy 
against the wrongdoer who has thus destroyed 
your property. 

What has already been done cannot well be 
changed, but for the future I would recommend 
that buildings be not erected on the right-of-way, 
until the lease covering the ground has been care- 
fully examined and signed by both parties, and 
that no lease be entered into. which contains a 
clause exempting the railroad company from lia- 
bility for fire caused through ‘its negligence. After 
the elevator or warehouse has been erected on the 
right-of-way, by consent of the railroad company, 
and before a lease has been signed, the owner is 
at the mercy of the railroad company, and is 
compelled to sign whatever is presented in the way 
of a lease, or else tear down and remove his build- 
ings. ; 

It is much better not to be upon the right-of-way 
of the railroad at all, than to be there under a lease 


of ‘that kind. The low rental of from one to five 
dollars per year, is, in my opinion, a mere subter- 
fuge on the part of the railroad company to get 
the unwary owner onto the right-of-way so that 
this contract can be extorted.. The great danger 
of fire from their engines is fully realized by the 
railroad company, but is not realized, until too 
late, by the owner, and hence the railroad, shrewd 
and farseeing, holding out the nominal rent of one 
to five dollars per year as an inducement, gets the 
owner onto the right-of-way, with a large amount 
of money invested in his buildings, and then pre- 
sents to him the lease containing this clause, which 
he is then practically forced to sign, whether he 
likes it or not, and thus’ the railroad company has 
relieved itself of the great danger of liability for 
the destruction of the property by fire, and the 
owner, in order to protect himself against the 
hazard, is usually compelled- to pay to the insur- 
ance companies 50 cents per $100 on the amount 
insured on his building and contents, and sometimes 
finds it difficult even to get protection at such 
rates. 

Where there is no lease of this kind, exempting 
the railroad company from liability, the owner 
can always, without any question, recover from the 
railroad the value of his property thus destroyed 
through the carelessness or negligence of the rail- 
way. If he has it insured under these circum- 
stances, he has a double remedy—either against the 
insurance company under its policy, or against the 
railroad. If he pursues his remedy against the rail- 
road company first, then having received one com- 
pensation in full, he cannot again collect from the 
insurance company. If, however, he pursues his 
remedy against the insurance company first, and 
thus gets full compensation for the property de- 
stroyed, the insurance company on payment of a 
debt primarily owed to him by the railroad com- 
pany, becomes possessed of all his rights against 
the railroad, and may sue and recover from the 
railroad the amount so paid the owner. This right 
the insurance company acquires under the well- 
known doctrine of subrogation, and the insurance 
company may sue the railroad company either in 
its own name, or in the name of the owner, ac- 
cording to the local practice of the state in which 
the loss occurred. It will, therefore, be seen that the 
interests of the insurance company and the owner 
are identical, and whatever is against the interests 
of the assured or owner, so far-as the lease is con- 
cerned, is against the interest also of the insurance 
company, because the insurance company, on pay- 
ment, can be subrogated to those rights, and only 
those rights which the owner has at the time the 
fire occurs. If the owner has no rights against 
the railroad, because of having executed the lease, 
then the insurance company acquires no rights 
against the wrongdoer by paying the loss, It is a 
fact, however, which should be thoroughly under- 
stood by the owner of such property, that if there 
is such a lease in existence as exempts the railroad 
company from liability for burning the property, 


‘and notice of such lease is not given to the insur- 


ance company when the policy is obtained, the 
insurance company would not strictly be liable for 
the loss when it occurs, for the reason, that in the 
policy of insurance there is usually contained a 
clause substantially as follows: “If this company 
shall claim that the fire was caused by the act or 
negligence of any. person or corporation, private or 
municipal, this company shall, on payment of the 
loss, be subrogated to the extent of such p&yment 
to all right of recovery by the insured for the loss 
resulting therefrom, and such right shall be as- 
signed to this company by the insured on receiving 
such payment.” This clause is as much a part of 
the insurance contract as is the clause which agrees 
to pay a loss, and if the assured owner, because 
of such lease, has rendered it impossible for him 
to subrogate the insurance company, then he can- 
not make any valid assignment of the claim against 
the railroad, and because of such fact the insurance 
company would be relieved from liability under 
its policy. It is, therefore, important for the owner 
of a building on the right-of-way, first, not to make 
the lease, and second, if he does make the lease, to 
be sure and inform the insurance company of that 


fact when he procures the policy, and notice of the 
lease should be inserted in the written portion of 
the policy; and when the insurance company under- 
takes to carry the risk, with such knowledge, it is 
entitled to an additional rate, which is usually 
charged, because when a loss occurs it has not the 
usual right of subrogation for reimbursement 
against the wrongdoer causing the loss. f 

A railroad company should not be permitted to 
insert such a clause in its lease, and if such clause 
is inserted it should be treated by the courts as a 
nullity, as being against public policy and good 
morals, and should, under no circumstances, be en- 
forced by the-courts. No person should have the 
right to purchase, in adyance, indemnity against his 
future wrongs or negligent conduct. It is an ele- 


“mentary principle of law and morals, that every- 


one should use his property so as not to injure the 
person or property of another. A railroad company 
should be held subject to this principle of law the 
same as every other person or institution. The rail- 
road company being permitted by its charter to use 
fire in the operation of its engines, ought not, pos- 
sibly, to be held for damages by fire accidentally 
caused, because if it use the highest degree of care 
and skill in operating its engines and cars, and fires 
accidentally occur, it has been thought by the courts 
that no recovery shall be had in such cases, because 
there is no negligent use of its right, or faulty con- 
duct in the operation of its business; but, at com- 
mon law, whenever a fire is caused through the 
negligence or fault of a railroad company or other 
person, then always, from time immemorial, the 
person or institution causing such fire has been 
held liable in the absence of a lease of this sort. 
The lease operates to take away from the insured 
party the right which the law would otherwise give 
him. This particular clause of the lease is, there- 
fore, contrary to the law, and should not be en- 
forced. ~This clause is not germain to a lease. There 
is no adequate consideration to support it. It en- 
courages negligence on the part of the railroad 
companies in operating their engines. Railroad 
companies should be held to the highest degree of 
care, and be required to use the best make of en- 
gines, equipped with the best well-known appli- 
ances to prevent the escape of fire, and be required 
to keep such appliances in good order, and operate 
their engines by the most competent and skillful 
persons; but if this lease operates to exempt the 
railroad company from liability for fires, then the 
tendency of enforcing this lease is to lessen the 
care and diligence of the railroad companies to pre- 
vent such fires. 

Leases of this kind by railroad companies have 
been in existence for a long time, but only recently 
the question as to the legal validity of this exemp- 
tion clause against fire has been raised in the courts. 

On the 30th of April, 1890, sparks escaped from 
a locomotive engine and fell upon the elevator build- 
ing of Mr. Griswold at Winthrop, Iowa, and set fire 
to the roof and destroyed the building. The prop- 
erty was insured, and the insurance money was 
paid, amounting to some six thousand dollars, which 
covered a part of Mr. Griswold’s loss only. Subse- 
quently Mr. Griswold and the insurance companies 
sued the railroad company to recover the full value 
of the property. The Dllinois Central R. R. Com- 
pany, who was the defendant, defended on the 
ground that it had a lease with Mr. Griswold, by 
the terms of which the railroad company was re- 
leased from liability, even though the property was 
destroyed -through its negligence. The plaintiffs 
claimed in the case that the clause above referred 
to was invalid, as being against public policy. The 
Supreme Court of Iowa, consisting of five judges, 
held that this clause of the lease was contrary to 
public policy, and therefore void. All of the five 
judges concurred in this opinion. Subsequently, 
however. I am informed that the trunk lines of 
railway, passing through Iowa, uniting their forces, 
applied to the Supreme Court of Iowa for a rehear- 
ing of the case, and upon rehearing, three of the 
judges receded from their first opinion, and two 
(Judge Robinson and Judge Kinney) adhered to the 
first opinion. This is the ease of Griswold vs. The 
Illinois Central R. R. Co., reported in the 53 North- 
Western Reporter, page 295, and is the first case 
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in the books questioning the validity of this 
clause. 

Subsequently the case of Hartford Fire Insurance 
Co. against the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Ry. Co., was commenced in Jones County, Iowa, 
to recover for the loss of a cold storage building 
destroyed by fire, which was started by sparks 
from an engine falling upon the roof of the building 
and setting fire to the same. This case was started 
while the first opinion of the Suprenre Court of Iowa 
was yet in force, and it was removed, on applica- 
tion of the railroad company, from the State Court to 
the United States Circuit Court sitting in Iowa. 
Subsequently the first opinion in the Griswold case 
was reversed by the three judges changing their 
view of the law, and on account of this change in 
the holding of the Supreme Court of Iowa, the 
United States Circuit Court, sitting in Lowa, consid- 
ered itself bound by the decision of the three 
judges, and, therefore, held the clause of the rail- 
road company valid, and defeated the plaintiffs. 
This case is entitled “Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 
and others vs. Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway Co.,” and is reported in the 62 Federal 
Reporter, page 904. An appeal was taken from this 
last decision, to the Circuit Court of Appeals of the 
United States, where the decision of the Circuit 
judge was affirmed by a divided opinion. See 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, page 659. This case has 
now been appealed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States at Washington, and is there pending, 
and a decision may be expected, as I am informed, 
some time during the coming year. It is confidently 
believed by the attorneys acting on behalf of the 
insurance companies in this case, from a ruling 
already made in the case by the Supreme Court at 
Washington, that that court will hold the exemp- 
tion clause of the lease invalid, and it is sincerely 
hoped that such may be the result of the litigation, 

There is one other case on this subject—that of 
Stevens ys. The Southern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, 41 Pacific Reporter, page 788, in which it 
was first held that the lease was a valid contract, 
and relieved the railroad company from liability to 
the owner of the building, but that the owner of 
grain in the building might recover from the rail- 
road, notwithstanding the lease. 

hk. W. Barger, a prominent insurance lawyer of 
this city, was the first attorney to attack the validity 
of this clause. He contended that the clause is 
against public policy, and utterly void. He tried 
the Griswold case, and is conducting the Hartford 
case now before the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and is probably one of the best informed 
lawyers on this subject. 

In this country there is a vast amount of property 
annually destroyed by fire caused or set by sparks 
escaping from railway engines. In fact this dan- 
ger is one of the’ greatest incidents to the operation 
of railroads. A fire is communicated to an elevator 
building, and oftentimes spreads from that, destroy- 
ing a great deal of other valuable property—some- 
times sweeping out of existence whole villages and 
towns, and causing conflagrations which run up 
into the millions. Because of these facts, railroad 
companies should be held to the highest possible 
degree of care. If, however, they are permitted to 
make contracts of the kind under consideration, 
then they will not exercise any special care. The 
tendency of such a contract is to lessen the precau- 
tions taken because it relieves the railroad from 
the liability which would otherwise exist. 

If the Supreme Court of the United States should 
hold that it is possible for a railroad to make a 
valid contract of this kind, at common law, then, 
in my judgment, it is highly important that in each 
and every state of the Union a law should be 
passed by the legislature of these states, to the 
effect that a railroad company should be liable for 
all damages by fire caused or set by it in the opera- 
tion of its road, and without regard to negligence. 
The legislature has the same right to make this sort 
of a law as it has to regulate the rate of interest 
that should be charged, and length of time that 
shall be required to bar a debt by the statute of 
limitations, and other statutes that might be named 
—all based on public policy. The state of Missouri 
has a law of this sort, by which a railroad com- 


pany is held liable for all damages by fire caused 
by it, whether it is guilty of negligence or not. This 
is right, because where one or two innocent per- 
sons must suffer, it should be that one by whose 
act the injury was brought about. If such were 
the law in all parts of this country, vast quantities 
of property would be saved from destruction by fire. 
Taxation would be correspondingly lighter, the rate 
for insurance would be reduced, and the business 
of elevator and warehouse men would be promoted 
and made safer, and the interest of those who de- 
posit for storage with them would be conserved. 


BURNING OF PACIFIC ELEVA- 
TORS “A” AND “‘B.” 


Since George Seaverns’ elevator burned, fifteen 


years ago, there had been no eleyator fire at Chi-: 


cago of any consequence up to the time of the burn- 
ing of the Chicago & Pacific Elevator Co.’s elevators 
“A” and “B,” October 26. The elevators were located 
at the south end of Goose Island, and were only 
six feet apart. Each covered an area of 100x200 
feet, the capacity of elevator “A” being 750,000 bush- 
els and of “B’’ 1,000,000 bushels. They were both 
old houses, of frame construction, covered with sheet 
iron; elevator “A” was built in 1876 and “B” in 1885. 
The Chicago & Pacific Elevator Co. is a joint stock 


MANITOBA’S ELEVATOR SYSTEM. 


The excellent elevator system which Manitoba 
enjoys has proved of great advantage to the farmers 
of the country this season. During the recent rail- 
way strike, when railway traffic was demoralized, 
the farmers would haye been obliged to stop mar- 
keting their grain but for the fine elevator system, 
which afforded room to accommodate all the grain 
offered. Even after the strike the rush of grain to 
market was so enormous that the railways were 
taxed to their utmost capacity to take the grain 
away fast enough to keep space in the elevators for 
further receipts. 

Without this eleyator system Manitoba would be 
in bad shape every fall when the rush of grain be- 
gins. As it is, the farmer can store his grain in the 
elevators more cheaply than he could provide storage 
at his farm for his crop; and he has the further 
advantage that if he stores in an elevator he ean 
take advantage of any advance in the market to 
sell his grain ina lump. This he could not do if he 
stored at his farm, as it might take him weeks to 
have his grain hauled to market, while grain stored 
in a railway elevator is marketable in a lump at 
any time. 

A few persons have tried at times to stir up an 
agitation against what they allege to be an elevator 


BURNING OF PACIFIC 


company in which the stock is held by W. H. 
Harper and Charles B. Farwell. 

Hlevator “A” was discovered to be on fire at 11:45 
a. m., and at 1 p. m. the cupolas of both houses 
were burning fiercely. There were small explosions 
in rapid succession as the bins of grain cayed in, 
and as the wheat started moving it bulged the 
sheet-iron sides of the elevators and ran out like 
water. After the fire there was nothing left but 
a few fragments of walls and posts sticking. up 
through a mountain of grain 50 feet high. 

In elevator “A” there were 250,000 bushels of 
wheat and 120,000 bushels of corn; in elevator “B” 
there were 1,000,000 bushels of wheat. The total 
loss is estimated at $1,500,000, and the total insur- 
ance amounts to $1,067,120. The insurance on the 
elevators was $202,320, the rest being $38,000 on 
grain of the Chicago Packing and Provision GCo., 
$10,000 on grain owned by Frank Marshall, and $10,- 
000 on grain of Stiles & Co. The insurance com- 
panies were offered in the neighborhood of $160,000 
for the damaged grain the day after the fire, but 
refused it, and found it necessary to handle the 
900,000 bushels of burned wheat themselves. Con- 


‘sequently the committee of adjusters decided to 


have Samuel Gans, of the Western Salyage Com- 
pany, handle the grain for the account of the under- 
writers and owners. The abundance of low grade 
wheat made it a very unfavorable time for handling 
this sort of property. Mr. Gans has made arrange- 
ments to have it dried out as he gets it, and to ped- 
dle it out to the trade. ‘ 


Join the Grain Dealers’ National Association, 


ELEVATORS ‘‘A’’ AND ‘‘B.’’ 
monopoly. Demagogic motives have, no doubt, been 


at the bottom of much of this talk. The wise and 
thoughtful farmer, however, who, no doubt, fully ap- 
preciates the advantage of the elevators, will refuse 
to allow professional agitators and demagogues to 
| make capital for themselves, and a tool of him, by 
crediting their rantings regarding the alleged ele- 
yator grievances. There is not a shadow of an ele- 
vator monopoly in Manitoba. The regulations re- 
garding elevators, which have led to the establish- 
ing of our present efficient, expeditious and inexpen- 
sive system of handling grain, have proved an in- 
estimable boon to the farmers of this country.—Win- 
nipeg Commercial. 


The Husted Milling & Elevating Co. of Buffalo, 
N. Y., writes us: “One of the purposes of our trans- 
fer elevator is the public weighing of car grain so 
that Western shippers and Hastern buyers are fur- 
nished with public elevator weight certificates. 
This removes cause for dispute between buyer and 
seller in regard to correct weights. Freight charges 
are also settled on this basis, so that it does away 
with all claims for overcharge.” 

On the first of October, 1895, Squire J. N. Clingan 
of Cooksville husked and weighed eighty pounds 
of corn and then hung it in the comb of his crib. 
On the first of October, 1896, he took it down and it 
weighed seventy-two pounds. He then shelled it 
and it weighed sixty-four pounds and the cobs eight 
pounds. He then took the grain to Bloomington and 
had it ground. It made forty-eight pounds of meal 
and sixteen of screenings.—Pantagraph, Blooming- 
ton, Ill. 
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LOWER RATES TO ELEVATOR 
MEN THAN TO TRANSIENT 
SHIPPERS. 


[A paper read by J. E. Utt of Omaha, Neb., secretary 
of the Nebraska Grain Dealers’ Association, at the meet- 
ing of grain dealers at Chicago, November 9.) 

The subject ascribed to me is not new to the 
members of this convention. It has been fully dis- 
cussed from all its standpoints, and, no doubt, ex- 
haustively discussed; so there remain few new 
facts, if any, to present, because of the lack of new 
conditions. The arguments that have been adyanced 
are to some extent not familiar to me, as I have not 
been in close touch with them all, but in a general 
way the truths contained are self-evident to any- 
one adyised as to the relations existing between 
the shippers of grain and transportation companies. 
The elevator owners transact more business, have 
as much intelligence, and work harder and more 
constantly, and take greater risks than any other 
Glass of heavy shippers, and have less profit at the 
close of a term of years for their unrelenting toil and 
large investments of money. 


1 


The tonnage of grain is far in excess of any 
other tonnage handled by the railroads in the West. 
When the grain crops fail the roads are, for the 
time being, practically bankrupt, and they can 
maintain their property and pay interest and diyi- 
dends safely only when the grain crop is good, 
and the shipments can be drawn on for heavy 
freight earnings. 

When railroads were constructed through the 
West, the officials were untiring in their efforts to 
secure a capable, trustworthy man, with sufficient 
funds to build an elevator on their tracks at each 
station, and to buy and ship the golden grain. 
Until this was accomplished they could not reap the 
golden dollars. The railroad is the body, so to 
speak, while the grain operators are the neryous 
arm, hands and fingers reaching out, grasping and 
bringing in these vast volumes of grain for ship- 
ment, A fair statement of the volume of freight 
business handled for twelve months, at a country 
station in the West, is: Grain, G00 cars; live stock, 
50 cars; coal, 25 cars; lumber, 50 cars; miscellaneous, 
100 cars. The grain cars will average 50 per cent. 
more contents in pounds than the others named, 
so that the cars, on an even basis of weights, would 
number 900 of grain -as against 200 of other freight. 
Again, grain is comparatively charged higher rates 
than the other freights, based on the conditions 
that should control in making rates, that is cost of 
securing and handling, value of contents, volume of 
business, cost of hauling and delivering, and pos- 
sibility of loss and damage. 

The following is an illustration to support the 
statement in part. Irom Missouri River to Chicago, 
a car of corn at 20 cents per 100, 40,000 pounds, 
equals $80. A car of wheat, 40,000 pounds, 25 cents 
per 100, $100. A car of hogs, 16,000 pounds, 231% cents 
per 100, $37.60. A car of packing house products in 
refrigerator cars that weigh 80,000 pounds each, 
containing, besides several thousand pounds of ice 
hauled free of charge, 24,000 pounds, 28144 cents per 
100, $56.40. It requires five cars of corn fed to hogs 
to produce one car of hogs. 


The grain car can, in all instances, be reloaded 
from Chicago to Missouri River. The live stock and 
refrigerator cars are not reloaded. Again, grain cars 
belong to the railroad company, and are not subject 
to mileage charges, while stock cars, in many in- 
stances, and refrigerator cars in most instances, be- 
long to private companies, on which the railroads 
pay heavy mileage charges, frequently one cent 
per mile, or $10 per car Omaha to Chicago and re- 
turn. Again, live stock and packing house product 
are considered perishable property, and must be 
handled with dispatch, while cars loaded with grain 
can be handled at the convenience of the railroad 
company. The value of 100 pounds of corn at 
the Missouri River is 25 cents, hogs $3, packing 
house product estimated $8. 

Attention is called to the difference in value and 
the rates on these commodities, and the conditions 
prevailing as they affect the railroad companies. The 
profit to grain dealers, merchants and others, aris- 
ing from handling any commodity, is principally 


based on its value; this being true the comparative 
profit of the grain buyer is small, in fact, infinitessi- 
mal. The value of 100 pounds of corn at Omaha is 
25 cents, the railroad earnings Omaha to seaboard, 
40 cents. Formerly, grain cars were limited in load- 
ing to 20,000 pounds; that is advanced until now the 
weight has reached 80,000 pounds, and will be fur- 
ther increased. This has not been true of live stock, 
packing house product or merchandise, ete. The 
shipments of live stock, packing house product and 
other freights are solicited at heavy expense to the 
roads, but grain is solicited by the elevator owners 
in performance of their trust to the railroad com- 
panies. The grain buyer, owning an elevator, often 
pays fare over the road in going to market, al- 
though he may have 100 cars of grain in transit, 
while the shipper with two ears of hogs is given a 
free ride both ways, and is liable to be injured and 
sue the company for $10,000 damages. The hog 
shipper is furnished with pens and other facilities 
by the railroad company to handle his stock, while 
the grain dealer constructs his facilities in which to 
accommodate, store and finally ship from. There is 
more rejoicing with the railroad officials over one 
car of hogs secured for shipment than over 99 cars 
of grain from an elevator, because the live stock is 
considered a capture, and the shipper uncertain, 
while the grain buyer with an elevator 
reliable. “That which is free to them they slight, 
that which is forbidden whets the appetite.” 

As a commercial proposition, merit and reliability 
should be rewarded -with confidence, support and 
assistance. The above conditions surrounding grain 
transportation show discrimination against this 
commodity when housed in elevators. There is no 
disposition to berate the railroad companies. Their 
officials. would admit the force of the statements 
made, and endeavor to make amends, but they are 
earried along with the current of events and can- 
not easily make an adjustment as they, no doubt, 
would like to do. They are hampered and em- 
barrassed, and do not feel called on to fight a hard 
battle for the owners of the grain elevators. Their 
intricacies are so numerous, they are disposed to 
mollify mooted questions, rather than enter into a 
contest that has unpleasant phases. Therefore the 
grain dealer owning expensive facilities should dis- 
cuss and urge his grievances, feeling that being 
thrice armed he must prevail. This course seems 
the only feasible one to secure protection. The ship- 
per of merchandise is afforded warehouse and other 
facilities for conducting business with the roads, 
so is the scalper buying grain without any expense 
whatever. The elevator operator inyests thousands 
of dollars in buildings, steam plant, grain cleaning 
apparatus, scales, ete. In no other class of business 
located on railroad tracks is the shipper placed at 
such a disadvantage. 

It would seem fitting that some compensation 
should be given by the railroads, who reap such 
a comparative advantage. The grain elevators were 
mostly constructed at a time when the principle of 
protection was given the owners—before the inter- 
state law took effect—but since that time it has 
been interfered with, because the railroad officiais 
have not analyzed the subject and agreed among 
themselves on some feasible plan of action. In the 
meantime the elevator owners have held the bag 
and suffered the consequences of discrimination 
and unfair competition. The jobber secures a lower 
rate on sugar, coffee and canned goods than the 
shipper in small lots, because of the reduced cost 
per ton of hauling, and the risk being less. The 
same rule of reason should apply to grain shippers 
owning elevators. They solicit the freight for the 
roads, they load cars within a few minutes after 
being set to the elevators, while the scalper is al- 
lowed two days, and at times when cars are scarce 
and worth several dollars each per day to the roads. 
The elevators furnish the roads free storage at times 
when cars are scarce, they load cars promptly, and 
at the convenience of the roads. In holding grain 
in the elevators, awaiting rolling stock, they pay in- 
surance and interest without compensation. It 
would seem there would be a plane of reason, a 
golden mean, where the country elevator operators 
and railroad officials could meet. It is worth several 
cents per 100 pounds to the railroads to secure the 


is always | 


actual consideration given; this being true, it is diffi- 
cult to see why it should not be paid in some man- 
ner, fair to both. 


When crops are good the scalper a buyer would be; 
When crops are poor devil a buyer is he. 


The sealper is the jackal of the grain trade. He 
is a: demoralizer. His pursuit under the circum- 
stances is merciless. He cannot be relied on to 
protect the farmer with a market, nor the railroads 
with a buyer, a matter all important to both. The 
commercial life of a scalper is of short duration, 
but the difficulty is, when one goes another comes, 
so that their bad effects are unceasing. 

The elevator operator is the only legitimate grain 
dealer. The scalper is only in the market when 
there is a good crop, but the elevator must be run 
at all times, in season and out of season. It is a 
demand of the railroads that the elevators shall 
be run to protect their interests, whether crops are 
good, bad or indifferent, and when it is done at a 
loss they share no part of it. Considering interest, 
depreciation, taxes, insurance, repairs, cost of opera- 
tion and miscellaneous expenses, it costs several 
thousand dollars a year to operate an elevator, which 
is equivalent to at least 2 cents per bushel on the 
average amount of grain Aandled. This expense is 
not incurred by the irregular buyer. 

The disability is self-evident. It places: a mill- 
stone around the regular buyer’s neck, and the ques- 
tion is, How can it be removed? A just and moral 
obligation exists on the part of the railroads to 
apply a remedy. The remedy cannot be secured 
through legal recourse, therefore it must be done by 
appeal to the railway officials. Set forth the facts 
fully, and urge them to adopt a remedy. This can 
only be done in a friendly, consistent, but persistent 
spirit. A. B. Stickney, president of the Chicago & 
Great Northern Railway Co., testified lately before 
the Interstate Commerce Commission in Chicago 
that his company had bought grain and shipped it 
over his line. The inference was, that the rates 
must be shrunk sufficiently to make a profit in the 
grain transactions. If a railroad company can, 
without liability, conduct business in this manner, 
it certainly can extend some protection in grain 
rates to regular buyers operating facilities at coun- 
try stations. 

It is suggested that the proper course to pursue 
is for the ¢ rain organizations in the West to be 
asked by this organization to take the matter up in 
a spirited manner, and urge the railway officials to 
take action until they have accomplished their pur- 
pose. 


THE SUPERIOR WROUGHT IRON 
BOOT. : 


“A new wrought iron boot has been placed on the 
market by Moore & Lorenz of Chicago. In its 
construction the manufacturers have sought to se- 
cure a perfect boot in every particular. Its essen- 
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tial features are strength and durability. The boot 
has heavy sheet-iron sides and cast-iron frames. 
A unique feature of the boot is its heavy extra 
supports or feet which hold the weight of the eleya- 
tor legs. It is constructed with side tighteners, 
which have a shield to protect the bearings from 
dust, and an oil tube for oiling. Clean out doors 
are provided either on side or end as desired... The 
pulley is well balanced and all bearings are bab- 
bitted. It is made with either pulley or sprocket 
wheels. As its name indicates, the manufacturers 
claim for it a superior place among elevator ma- 
chinery specialties. 
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SECURING SHIPPERS’ RIGHTS 
FROM COMMON CARRIERS. 


{A paper read by Wm. H. Suffern of Decatur, Il., at 
the meeting of grain dealers in Chicago, November 9. | 


In considering the great question of how may 
shippers best obtain their rights from common car- 
riers, the first thing to be determined is the nature 
and extent of such rights. As a matter of fact it 
would appear from a mere superficial glance at the 
proposition that no necessity exists for the adop- 
tion of any special means whereby the rights of 
shippers should be guaranteed them, but a deeper 
consideration leads us to believe that the question 
is not to be construed into an implied assertion that 
common carriers are unwilling to grant shippers 
such rights, but is asked rather for the purpose of 
determining what line of action should be followed 
in determining and adjusting the various cases that 
arise in the course of business between shippers and 
carriers, 

The shipper feels it to be his full right to be reim- 
bursed for any and all loss he may sustain after 
his property has been placed in the hands of the 
earrier, and duly receipted for, and under ordinary 
circumstances he has the unquestioned right to 
demand such reimbursement. When circumstances 
arise which by their very nature are such that the 
earrier can in no way control them, then the basis 
of adjustment should be determined by a fair and 
impartial consideration of the causes of the loss. 

So much for the settlement of cases wherein the 
causes leading to loss or damage are beyond the 
control of the carrier, but there are many instances 
of loss and damage where the fixing of the re- 
sponsibility for such loss or damage becomes a 
matter of controversy, as in the case of grain ship- 
ments, for instance, from an interior point in Ili- 
nois to an Atlantic seaboard point where the ship- 
ment is necessarily handled by three or four differ- 
ent railroad companies. The shipper having his 
clear receipt and bill of lading from the initial 
road is quite frequently made to bear the burden 
of loss to a shipment of this kind, simply because in 
the investigation of the claim for same the different 
railroads participating in the traffic are unable to 
place the responsibility for the loss upon any one 
of the interested roads, the records of each company 
handling the shipment showing no loss while in its 
possession. In cases of this kind unless the roads 
are willing to prorate the loss on a percentage basis 
the claim is returned to the shipper declined. Mani- 
festly here is an injustice. As instances of the 
kind presented are by no means rare, some remedy 
should be adopted whereby the rights of the ship- 
per in such cases will be preserved, and his inter- 
ests not sacrificed simply because the various car- 
riers are unable to agree as to which one of them 
should bear the loss. 

I believe that the rights of shippers are more fre- 
quently invaded by reason of the obstacles placed 
in the way of providing them with proper facilities 
for the transaction of their business than in any 
other manner. It is not to be presumed, however, 
that these hindrances are placed by any feeling of 
antagonism on the part of the common carriers, but 
rather grow out of certain conditions and environ- 
ments that cannot be avoided. 

A shipper may feel aggrieved because he is not 
placed in a position to handle his business so as to 
realize the best results from it, and believe himself 
to be greatly wronged by the carrier, when if a 
broader view of the situation were presented to him, 
he would readily see that his wishes and interests 
could not be complied with without working in- 
jury to many other and more important localities. 
On this point I might add that it is difficult for a 
shipper to believe that anyone else’s business is 
more important or deserves more consideration than 
his own, but we are governed by certain commer- 
cial laws which cannot be ignored nor set aside, and 
it is in this as in the case of the application of all 
law, a hardship to one of the parties is unavoidable. 

However, it cannot be denied that common car- 
riers frequently show themselves to be more or 
less indifferent to the interests of shippers, par- 
ticularly at points where they are not subjected to 
competition, and it is to this phase of the rights of 


shippers that I would particularly direct your at- 
tention, 

No organization similar to the one we are about 
to form can do its members a greater individual 
or collective service than by constantly urging the 
recognition of the rights of dealers located where 
the conditions are such as to place them altogether 
at the option of the common e¢arriers. In this respect 
I believe that quite frequently abuse of such rights 
exists simply because the matter has never been 
presented to the proper parties. 

If the shipper is unable to get satisfaction, or has 
a grievance of any kind which the local representa- 
tive of a common earrier is unable or unwilling to 
adjust, there is no reason whatever why he should 
not appeal the matter to the very highest official 
of the railroad company if necessary. There is no 
divinity hedging about a railroad official, no matter 
what his position. He is simply the representa- 
tive of an organization formed for the purpose of 
profit, and if the profits or interests of such organi- 
zation are being affected adversely by the action of 
any subordinate, there is no reason whatever why 
he should not, and he undoubtedly would take meas- 
ures to ,rectify the matter. I believe that here 
lies a very great reason why shippers so frequently 
have unadjusted grievances of long standing. 

The resort to obtain redress from common carriers 
through the courts is usually unsatisfactory and ex- 
pensive, and in my estimation should not be adopted 
until all other means of securing it have proven 
fruitless. The bitterness and antagonism aroused 
between the parties to a controversy carried into 
the courts disrupt all amicable relations that may 
have existed before, and create in the minds of both 
a disposition to give each only what they are com- 
pelled to give, and thus the interests that should be 
entirely mutual are frequently lost sight of. 

It seems that considerable of the contentions which 
arise between the shipper and the carrier is caused 
by questions which have not been settled in the 
courts of this country. One source of great loss to 
grain shippers is caused by unreasonble delays in 
transit—the market declining in the meantime. In 
the absence of a special contract the law implies an 
agreement on the part of a common carrier to trans- 
port merchandise within a reasonable time, and if 
it negligently omits to do so and the market value 
falls, the measure of damage is the difference in its 
value at the time and place it ought to have been 
delivered and at the time of actual delivery. This 
is supported by decisions in the Supreme Court of 
Alabama, Georgia, Maine, New York, Tennessee and 
Vermont. However, this is modified in part by an 
exception, that if there is a delay through an acci- 
dent or misfortune and the carrier afterward deliver 
the goods as soon as possible, he is not responsible 
for the effect of the delay. It is held that the re- 
sponsibility of a common carrier rests upon aud is 
preserved by “public policy,” and then the difficult 
questions come, what is this policy, what are its 
obligations and what extent does it admit of modi- 
fication by the contract of the parties? 

The difficulty of the question as to the obligation 
of the common earrier after notice and contract 
arises from the extreme uncertainty of the princi- 
ple thus brought to its determination. Anything 
more indistinct, undefined and incapable of cer- 
tainty or uniformity than the requirement of “public 
policy” can hardly be imagined. Of late years this 
principle is invoked with increasing frequency and 
sometimes, at least, seems to be made use of as 
authority for deciding in whatever way the court 
thinks would, on the whole, be just. It need not 
be said that such use of a principle must diminish 
greatly the certainty and uniformity of lav. 

The cases in which public policy conflicts with 
the contract of common carrier may be reduced 
to three classes. In one, the carrier exempts him- 
self from liability for all injuries which can in no 
way be attributed to his own negligence or wrong 
doing. In another this exemption covers all liabili- 
ties whatever, including not only negligence but 
the willful default of the carrier or his servants. 
In the third, the contract exempts the’ carrier from 
liability for any damage not actually caused by his 
own negligence but leaves him liable for that. 

It would seem that the law would now permit the 


carrier to exempt itself by contract or by notice 
equivalent to contract from any liability or damage 
not caused by his negligence or default. It would 
be a matter of fact for the jury to decide as to the 
extent of the negligence, if any, on the part of the 
carrier which resulted in the loss to the shipper. 

I think that where a railroad company accepts a 
shipment of grain which is in good condition when 
it is delivered to it and would, if delivered at destina- 
tion within a reasonable time, be in good condition, 
if this shipment was delayed an unreasonable 
length of time, the carrier could be made to pay 
the loss caused by the grain getting out of condi- 
tion on account of such delay. Where grain is un- 
reasonably delayed and the market 
earrier is held responsible. Shippers should file a 
formal protest with the different railroads over 
which they make shipments sosthat none of their 
rights are waived. Under the law it has been held 
that where a shipper accepts a receipt for goods 
shipped or bill lading for the same, the conditions 
named therein would constitute an express contract, 
provided the same was accepted by him without 
dissent; he would be bound by its provisions, in the 
absence of fraud or deceit, though he has not read 
them. This has been supported by Supreme Court 
decisions in Alabama, Illinois, Massachusetts, New 
York, Vermont, Wisconsin and Ohio. However, the 
shipper may show that although he took a receipt 
containing a notice limiting the responsibility of the 
carrier he never assented to the same as a cont act 
and this is supported by Supreme Court decisions in 
Wisconsin, Michigan and Georgia. If you will ex- 
amine one of the usual bills of lading furnished to 
you by your railroad agent, you will see the gross 
inequity of the conditions and the necessity of tak- 
ing precaution to preserve your legal rights before 
they have been surrendered by you in accepting the 
receipt without protest. 

I do not even hope in a paper like this, which 
must of necessity be brief, to do more than make a 
few suggestions, leaving their unfolding to more 
eompetent hands. I recognize the manifold com- 
plications surrounding the question and believe that 
a bureau for the adjustment and enforcement of 
claims would offer a solution and afford relief to 
both the shipper and common carrier. To the one, 
the merits of his claim would be thoroughly sifted 
and judgment passed upon it, to the other relief 
from thousands of unwise and often unjust claims, 
while meritorious ones would undoubtedly secure 
prompt payment, backed up as they would be by 
the power of a National Association. It, therefore, 
follows that a petition for relief backed up by the 
power of a national organization, acting through 
its executive board, each of whom is a man of 
knowledge, ability and thoroughly experienced in 
this line, would logically produce an immediate and 
satisfactory investigation and adjustment. 

Upon investigation I find that the statutory laws 
of the different states, while they are operative on 
business originating in and destined to-points within 
the state, are of no effect on interstate traffic and 
have in some instances been declared invalid in cases 
springing out of such shipments. I think that the 
Interstate Commerce Law should be amended so as 
to fully cover a number of disputed points now 
existing between shipper and carrier, such as the 
minimum and maximum weight of grain to be 
loaded into cars of a certain capacity, for which the 
shipper would be entitled to carload rates, also fix- 
ing the responsibility for loss or damage upon the 
initial road for interstate traffic, no matter on what 
part of the through line the loss occurred, reciprocal 
demurrage charge for delayed shipments, payments 
for shortages, making shippers’ claims a first lien 
upon the road after the payment of wages, especially 
where roads go into hands of receivers, and several 
other important points, which would add greatly to 
the security and profit of the grain shipper and 
would not prove to be unreasonable nor a serious 
hardship to the carrier. 

The railroads of England are controlled by the 
Carriers Act, which is similar to our Interstate Com- 
merce Law, but it goes further and states specif- 
ically the rights of the shippers and the responsi- 
bility of the railroad company to them. By such a 
statute, many questions which are now in dispute 
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would be settled and the relations between the ship- 
per and the carrier would prove more cordial, which 
certainly would not be objected to by any of us. 

I will not attempt to make any suggestions as to 
what course we should pursue in forming our or- 
ganization, nor shall I insist that the crude ideas 
presented in this paper shall form any part of the 
general or ultimate plans to be adopted by the As- 
sociation for the mutual protection of its members, 
from whom, no doubt, “the securing of shippers’ 
rights from common carriers” will-receive due con- 
sideration by older and more experienced heads. 


A PORTABLE MILL OUTFIT. 


The portable mill outfit shown in the accompany- 
ing illustration is claimed to be efficient not only in 
crushing, grinding and bagging all kinds of feed, 
but also a complete grist mill. It is said to grind 
Graham flour and fine meal for table use as well 
as it erushes corn. It is especially adapted for 
elevators. Anyone can set it up, and it does not 
require an expert to keep it in order, anyone being 
able to run it and attend to other work at the same 
time. 

This outfit has a capacity for crushing, grinding, 
elevating and bagging 250 to 600 bushels of feed 
per day. In its operation ear corn is first crushed 
and elevated to the large hopper over the vertical | 


WHO SHALL BE ENTITLED TO 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE NA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION? 


[A paper by W. H. Chambers, Hepburn, Iowa, pre- 
sented to the grain dealers at Chicago. | 

In considering the question of requirements of 
membership in the Grain Dealers’ National Associa- 
tion it occurred to me, as it probably did to others, 
that in it was embodied the very basis of all of 
the success that the Association may enjoy. Failing 
in the proper selection of our members, we will fail 
before we have started. If in securing our mem- 
bers we make a wrong selection in some, then all 
the good members who may associate themselves 
with this movement will be compelled to assume 
the level of the lowest; this being true im all busi- 
ness associations and conditions. So, in order to 
insure the respect that we must receive from the 
business world if we would be successful, I cannot 
too strongly urge that all of the actions we take be 
so thoroughly considered that the question of the 
class, conditions and qualifications of the members 
making up this Association will be fixed for the 
best interests of the Association. 

What should be the qualifications of a member? 
I find that it is a very hard question to answer, and 
one on which I think—in fact, I am sure—there are 
a good many who will disagree with me. But in 
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French burr grinding mill, and then ground and 
elevated to the bagger. The bagger is long enough 
to hold three bags. When the first bag is filled the 
material passes on to the next bag and then to the 
third. When a bag is taken off a slide closes the 
opening until another bag is put on. Barrels can 
be used instead of bags if desired, and if preferred 
a sheller can be used in place of a crusher. Some- 
times a side hopper is made on the elevator large 
enough to hold a bag of oats. When this is done 
oats can be fed into and mixed with the crushed 
corn and elevated to the grinding mill, by the rais- 
ing of a slide. 

The whole outfit can be driven from one shaft, 
and it is said to be so well made that it will last 
a lifetime. It is manufactured in three sizes, with 
capacities of 15 to 40 to 30 to 75 bushels per hour. 
It is manufactured by ©. O. Bartlett & Co. of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, who will furnish any desired informa- 
tion. 


The Grain Palace at Aberdeen, 8. D., closed Octo- 
ber 12, after a successful week’s exhibition, and 
ended the season’s business with a profit. 

Some time ago Judge Wilson held under the 
statute of limitations that Irwin, Green & Co., who, 
as BD. L. Harper’s Chicago brokers, carried his wheat 
deal in 1887, had no cause of action against him to 
recover a balance of $432,064.70 on an account grow- 
ing out of that transaction. Irwin, Green & Co. 
have appealed the case to the Circuit Court, stating 
that Harper covered himself as principal in that 
deal, and operated through the late Ben Hopkins 


and J. W. Hoyt. They plead that they could not 
sue Harper in time, because he was unknown to 
them in the deal. : 


taking the position that I do, it is well that my 
views be presented to you for consideration, so that 
you may have the opportunity of discussing them. 

If there was only one class of grain men the 
reason for presenting this paper would not be ap- 
parent. The only thing to do would be to take 
everybody in. But as this is not the case, there 
arises the problem as to what distinctions we should 
make. Some take the position that there is only 
one class, that any man who buys a carload of 
grain, loads it and ships-it, is or was a grain man. 
I take a different view of it. Others will say that 
those who have an investment of $5,000 to $10,000 
are the only grain men there are. Again I take a 
different view, not denying that these men are 
legitimate dealers, but holding that there is an- 
other class still which is entitled to recognition. 
It becomes evident from these different opinions 
that there are several classes of grain men in the 
business. The question with us is, what class do 
we wish to take membership with us in this Asso- 
ciation ? 

I would class those who are engaged in the busi- 
ness as follows: First, those who have an invest- 
ment for the proper handling of the business at 
their stations, and maintain a market at all 
times. Second, those who through lack of business 
are not justified in making an investment for the 
handling of grain; or who have had an investment, 
and through misfortune by fire or otherwise are 
not able, or the prospect does not seem to justify 
a reinvestment, but have continued to and are 
maintaining a market, by buying and loading into 
ears. Third, those who have no investment, never 
had, and never expect to have; who are im the 
business when there are a few cars to handle, out 


ef it when there is a good chance to make a few 
dollars in some other line, and using every effort to 
make trouble for those who are regularly engaged 
in the business. These three classes must be di- 
vided into two others—those who carry on an hon- 
orable business with all concerned, and those who 
do not. 

So it comes to this; that we shall throw open the 
doors to any and all who can show that they are 
engaged in shipping a car of grain in any manner ~ 
whatever, or that we shall draw a line and make 
some distinctions as to class and kind. As a basis 
for the suggestions that I shall make as to the 
proper classes to be admitted to membership I have 
divided them by defining the requirements of those 
who should be admitted to-membership as follows: - 
First, that a member of this Association should be 
accepted for his business integrity. Second, that he 
shall have been, is to-day and will be to-morrow a 
legitimate grain dealer. Third, that he shall have 
a reasonable investment in the business of handling 
grain and facilities for carrying it on. Fourth, 
that where a dealer or firm may show that he or 
they have conducted a grain business. continuously, 
but for well founded reasons have no investment, 
by a recommendation from two other parties or 
firms operating elevators or grain warehouses in 
the same town (or if two are not located in the 
same town, then in near-by towns), the lack of in- 
vestment shall not act as a bar to admittance to 
membership. Fifth, that, if receiving houses are 
admitted to membership, only regular grain re- 
ceivers or track buyers who sell for and send bids 
to regular grain dealers only, as defined above, shall 
be eligible to: membership. 

In taking up the first heading, the requirement 
of business integrity, I will say that this qualifica- 
tion comes more properly under another subject, 
that of duties of members. But there is a part of it 
that bears on the subject in hand. If in the first 
place we make a selection of members after this 
requirement, then we will not be subjected to the 
restraint and trouble of parties who might bring 
the Association into disrepute by improper trans- 
actions. This applies very strongly to what I said, 
that if we do not make our selections on this line, 
those who through years of careful business have 
made a reputation for justness, promptness and 
reliability will be compelled to take the same level 
as those who have followed the other course, should 
they become identified with us. 

In gaining this kind of membership, and represent- 
ing the best element of the trade, we will have at- 
tained this object in the beginning: That whenever 
we appear before any of the large business bodies 
with whom we are doing or may do business, and 
ask for certain concessions or rights which we all 
hope to gain, and for which we are organizing, 
we will be sure of a fair and prompt hearing. In 
mentioning this matter I hope that all will look 
at it in the abstract manner in which I have at- 
tempted to speak of it, and you will agree with me 
that it is one of the strong points to be taken into 
consideration in making rules for the requirements 
to be exacted of those applying for membership. 

In taking up the second heading, that a member 
of this Association shall have been, is to-day and 
will be to-morrow a legitimate dealer, I will not 
refer to those of the fourth classification, who: for 


‘good reasons have no houses, although the same 


principles will apply in a great measure to some of 
that class. The definition of “regular dealer” is 
one about which all of our smaller associations 
have had a good deal of discussion. Some of them 
claim that a party is not a regular dealer unless 
he is the owner of property. Others have taken the 
stand that a man can be a regular and legitimate 
dealer and not own property by maintaining a mar- 
ket at all times, and doing a square business. This 
is true, in a sense, and will apply more under the 
fourth heading than here. But the fact is, where 
there is no investment it leaves the matter open as 
to how long the dealer will stay in the business, 
while in the case of the owner of property it is 
only limited by the time that it will take him to 
realize on his holdings. Where a man or firm is 
the owner of property for the handling of grain, 
maintains a market at all times of the year, and 
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gives the assurance that he will continue, if possi- | if you would ask the elevator men, you would be 


ble, he must be classed as a legitimate grain dealer, 
and eligible to membership in this Association. 

And now comes the question as to what we are 
going to do with the others who are engaged in 
the business in one way or another, and whom I 
have placed in the third class. In a great many 
eases they have maintained a kind of a market 
for the past year, and under the rule which was 
laid down at the call of this meeting would be 
classed as legitimate dealers. Buta great many will 
object to their being recognized as dealers in the 
sense that we wish, This, of course, will have to 
be left for you to determine. I will speak of some 
of the conditions that will have to be taken into 
consideration. 

If the party who has an investment in the busi- 
ness, all other things are as they should be, and 
he is apparently a legitimate dealer, then this other 
class must necessarily be antagonistic to the legiti- 
mate dealers who in this business comprise a very 
large majority of those connected with the trade. 
We must consider the matter well before we ex- 
tend to any one of this class the credit and recom- 
mendation which membership in this Association 
will give. I will cite the conditions which exist in 
the majority of instances, and which to me should 
act as a bar to such grain men being admitted. 

What evidence have we that they will continue 
to maintain a market? They have nothing to keep 
them in the business, as a great many of them 
rent even their scales. If the crop is light they can 
go and hunt up another location, or quit the busi- 
ness until such time as there is enough to do. They 
give no evidence of responsibility in the way of in- 
yestments. They may have been in the business a 
year; will they be there a year from to-day? What 
assurance have we that they will? They have no 
hazard at stake in the way of expenses in operating 
their business, so they are not obliged to secure a 
fair margin. It is for these reasons that I was led 
to lay down the rule that a member should have 
a reasonable amount of capital invested in facili- 
ties for carrying on the grain business. 

It would be wrong to classify the grain man 
who has an investment with him who has not, and 
allow the benefits gained to go the class which has 
nothing at stake. : 

My definition of a legitimate dealer would be as 
follows: Anyone engaged in the business of grain 
buying and selling who invests a reasonable amount 
in the way of facilities for the proper carrying on 
of the business, maintains a market at all times, 
conducts the buying on a fair and equitable basis 
both to himself and all concerned, is strictly a legiti- 
mate dealer. 

This definition will conform to both of the rules 
that I have mentioned, and more especially the 
second, inasmuch as from the conditions of things, 
they were in the business yesterday, are still init 
to-day, and will be to-morrow, for the reason that 
they have an investment to keep them there. So in 
the selection of members I believe that for the 
good of all it would be best to confine our member- 
ship, wherever possible, and where there are not 
good reasons for doing otherwise, to regular dealers 
as defined above. They more clearly come under 
the head of legitimate dealers than any others. 

Some might wish me to give some of my reasons 
for opposing the admission of the other class as I 
do. I may be somewhat prejudiced in this matter. 
Tam an owner of a steam plant, and in a good many 
instances have handled a year’s business in compe- 
tition with parties who were transient buyers; and I 
know from experience that I was not on the same 
footing as they were, and that it would be unjust 
for them to be placed on the same footing with me. 

~The manner in which they did business had no ele- 
ment of fairness in it to themselves, to me, or to 
the farmer. This condition of things may not exist 
in other localities as they did in our section; if not 
then my objections will only have a bearing in 
places where the circumstances are the same as 
with us. To make my objections clear I will recite 
some of the methods of the average buyer in our 
‘locality who has no investment. 

If you ask him what business he is in he will tell 

you that he is engaged in the grain business. But 


told that he was a “scalper,’ and belonged to an 
organization known as the scoop-shovel brigade, 
I belieye that they are honest in supposing that they 
are full-fledged grain men in every sense of the 
word, and are entitled to all the benefits, in fact, 
claiming a great many more than the average man 
who has from $2,000 to $10,000 invested in elevators 
and warehouses ever dreams of as being possible 
for him to enjoy. As a proof that some of these 
men believe that, I noticed in the list of names of 
those who answered the call for this meeting one 
or two who classed themselves as regular grain 
men, when the fact was that they never attempted 
to do anything in the business till last fall, and then 
engaged in the business by joining the scoop-shovel 
brigade. 

With us this class of grain men is engaged in the 
business with about the following reasonable in- 
vestment (this sense of the word reasonable is not 
meant to apply to my requirement for a member as 
spoken of before), in facilities for the handling of 
their business: Two to four common scoop shovels 
at about $1.25 each, an apron for the ear, costing 
about $1, and rental of a pair of scales at probably 
50 cents per car, making the total amount invested 
in the business $5 or $6. 

This is not the largest part of the objections to 
such buyers. If they would conduct their business 
on business principles thereafter it would not be 
such an injury to what I call the legitimate dealers. 
But they will work on something like these lines: 
A farmer comes to town and wishes to sell some 
grain. We will suppose, for illustration, that 20 
cents is the price that can be secured f. 0. b. track 
at the station in question. The farmer applies to 
the scalper first every time. Why? He says he 
wants to keep up competition, and goes to him to 
encourage him. The scalper will ask the farmer 
how much he has to sell. Five hundred bushels, is 
his answer. He is offered under these conditions 
19 cents at least, and will have to scoop imto the 
car. If the competition is very strong he will re- 
ceive an offer of 1914 cents. Then the farmer goes 
to the elevator man for his offer, and tells him what 
he can get down at so-vand-so’s, and if the elevator 
man buys the grain he is compelled to raise the 
price and dump it besides. This is the manner in 
which a carload lot will be handled. In a little 
while comes along another farmer. He hies him 
straight to the man-with-the-scoop and asks the 
price of corn. “How much have you?” Notice the 
question. He always asks that first. “Oh, I have 
a couple hundred bushels I want to haul off next 
week,” Well the farmer is told that they are not 
buying in anything less than carload lots, and that 
if he was the grain would have to be delivered in 
one day, as they could not keep the cars any longer. 
“But if you had a full carload we could pay you 
about 19% or 20 cents to-day. The market is very 
strong now, and we think that it will be up some in 
the next day or two.” The farmer now goes to the 
elevator man to get his price, and is quoted proba- 
bly about 19 cents. You will notice the elevator 
man does not ask how much grain he has, nor does 
he object to his taking a week to deliver it, as that 
makes no difference. Well you can imagine the 
farmer’s answer to this offer. If you have not had 
the experience, I wish you could have heard some 
of the expressions of farmers’ feelings at this offer 
that I heard last winter in my little town. 

To lay aside the illustration, it amounts to this: 
The class of people that I refer to have a disposi- 
tion a good deal like the dog in the manger. If they 
cannot handle the grain they will try to arrange it 
so that the elevator man cannot handle it at all. 
If at the end of the day they have doné no business 
they are not out anything, not even fuel for an 
office fire; while insurance and wear and tear have 
gone om with the elevator man. Do you think it 
wise that this man should be admitted to all the 
benefits of an association such as this will probably 
be; on an equality with the elevator man, who has 
probably an investment of $2,009 to $10,000? The 
elevator man is able to secure the grain only of 
those who are compelled to sell to him because they 
have not a full car lot to offer. 

There is another consideration. We, as an asso- 


ciation, will probably appeal to the railroads for the 
benefit of a clean bill of lading, and it will be rea- 
sonable for us to ask (that is, if the Association is 
composed of grain dealers having an investment) 
for a rental for the warehouses used by us for 
the storing and loading of grain for the benefit 
of the railroads. If we do this, would it be right to 
place those who have made investments in the 
business, and have been subjected to all the ills of 
the outside buyer, on a level with him? Should he 
be permitted at this time to step in and receive all 
the benefits that we have struggled for, and with- 
out any risk to himself if we lose? Is this right? 
Should it not act as a bar to the admission of that 
class? 

Another way to look at this matter from the posi- 
tion that I take is this: If this Association accepts 
as members those who have no investments, we 
will set at odds this Association and the smaller 
ones throughout the country, as we would give a 
standing to the shovel man that he does not now 
enjoy. For instance, take a man who has been 
refused admittance to one of the smaller organiza- 
tions on the ground that he is a secalper, and sup- 
pose he has scalped along for a year. This fulfills 
the specification that he has been engaged in the 
business for at leastt one year, and if that were 
the only requirement he would be ‘admitted to 
membership in the National Association. His name 
appears as being a member of the Grain Dealers’ 
National Association; he applies to a receiving house 
for business connections, and owing to the fact that 
he is recognized by the Association he will be able 
to do business, whén at the same time the smaller 
organization, for good reasons, is trying to bar him 
out. It is true that in the minor associations there 
are members who are not owners of property, but 
they bave been admitted for several reasons; at some 
stations. by agreement with the elevator people, so 
that they will conform to an agreement on the 
business of the station, this being the best solution 
of the difficulties existing there; and at other places 
where dealers. regular at that, have lost their build- 
ings by fire. and who would, if protected, rebuild. 
These have been admitted for reasons. On account 
of the territory being limited more latitude is al- 
lowable than with this larger Association. Even 
under these conditions it has been found to work an 
injustice in most cases to the owner of property. 

There may be some here who come in the class 
against which I have raised these objections. If 
so I say that if they have found that the grain 
business is a good one, then it is worth an invest- 
ment, and unless they make such expenditure as 
will place them on an equal footing with all, then 
they should not expect the benefits nor expect to be 
on the same footing as those who are devoting their 
time and money to the work. 

If you should decide that there are parties en- 
gaged in the business, who for good reasons have 
not made an investment in the business, and have 
and are maintaining a regular business, not coming 
under the head of scalpers, and that they are en- 
titled to be recognized by this Association, then I 
think it would be advisable to admit them. But 
they should be made to conform to the requirements 
of the fourth heading, and submit an application 
recommended by two or more dealers owning ele- 
vators or warehouses in the same town, or if there 
are not two in the town, by two in near-by towns. 
This method will prevent the admittance of 
sealpers. 

I have gone over this subject rather fully, and 
have attempted to show wherein any other member- 
ship would act as an injustice to a large majority 
of the grain dealers. If I have erred it will only 
be just to correct me. 

In regard to the fifth heading, if we agree to ac- 
cept receiving houses as members of this Associa- 
tion, it would only be just and right that we should 
select only those who would conform to the re- 
quirements. As to the advisability of admitting this 
class of the grain trade, I am not in a position to 
suggest what course would be the best. There will, 
no doubt, be plenty of receivers who will be anxious 
and glad to become members of this Association, as 
by so doing they will be in a position to reach the 
trade. Now, for good reasons, they cannot. This 
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would be a class that we would not want to accept. 
On the other hand, the class that we would want to 
have identify themselves with us would be those 
of undoubted standing, and these would not care 
much whether they took membership with us or 
not. They would not have the motive for increas- 
ing their trade in that way, as they already have 
an established trade. 

The interest of the receiver and the shipper are 
not identical, in fact, they are at two extremes. 
What would benefit the shipper would be of little 
interest to the receiver, and that which would be 
of benefit to the receiver would be of no interest 
to the shipper. Still there is a general interest be- 
tween the two in this way, that if the trade is 
benefited in general it is a benefit to both. So 
I would suggest that in case it is decided to admit 
them as members we admit only those who will be 
a benefit to us in our dealings with the receiving 
element, to honorary membership, on the payment 
of the regular membership fee. 


In looking over the conditions which exist in the | 


grain trade to-day, and which have prompted you 
to band yourselves together for your mutual protec- 
tion and benefit, there will appear a great many 
things which have heen experienced by each of us 
individually that will guide our selection of the 
men whom we think are entitled to membership, and 
of the consequent benefits which we hope to derive 
by this movement. 

The suggestions that I have made are the most 
important that have occurred to me. In my estima- 
tion they will act more as a basis for the future 
success of the organization than any others. If we 


succeed in establishing an Association with a mem-, 


bership representing all of the best element of the 
whole grain trade, it seems to me that we will have 
no trouble in making a success of the movement and 
securing the correction of the present ills of the 
dealer in a manner that will be satisfactory to all 
concerned. At least this is what I hope for this 
movement. I shall give it my hearty support when- 
ever the opportunity offers. 


SWITCHING CHARGES. 


In an address recently before the Commercial 
Club at Kansas City, President Stickney of the Chi- 
cago and Great Western Railway said: But there 
are certain charges which enter into the expense of 
transporting grain into or through terminal stations 
like Chicago, consisting of payments for trans- 
ferring to elevators or to other railways, which are 
worthy of consideration. Under the present custom 
such payments are per carload, regardless of the 
quantity contained im the car, and run from $1.50 
to $7.50 per car. Hence if a car with a capacity 
to carry 60,000 pounds is brought into Chicago with 
only 30,000 pounds of load, these charges run from 
one-half cent to two and one-half cents per hundred- 
weight, while if it is loaded to the maximum ¢a- 
pacity the charges would be only one-half these 
amounts per hundredweight. These may seem like 
small items, but one cent per hundredweight 
amounts to such a profit in the grain business that 
the dealer who has this advantage over all his com- 
petitors will soon monopolize the business and be- 
come rich, and with two and one-half cents ad- 
vantage his wealth would soon rival the Vander- 
bilts. 

While railway managers may speak of them as of 
small importance, yet if one of their competitors 
should openly cut the rate on grain one-half cent 
per hundredweight a meeting of the association 
would be immediately in order, and if the competitor 
still persisted in cutting the rate one-half cent they 
would consider it of sufficient importance to apply 
the heroic treatment of hauling their own grain 
for nothing, as in the present instance, for an in- 
definite period, thus emulating the delightful custom 
of the Japanese, who, in order to punish an enemy, 
euts off his own head in front of his enemy’s house. 


Northern Pacific cars at St. Paul, Minn., have 
been robbed of grain for some months, and re- 
eently the police arrested nine boys and a man 
whom they caught in the act of breaking into cars. 


RECIPROCAL DEMURRAGE 
CHARGES. 


[A paper by Chas. S. Maguire, of Columbus, O., read 
at the Chicago meeting of grain dealers. | 

No greater disturbance of trade relations exists 
than that which is the outgrowth of irregularity in 
loading, moying and unloading of cars carrying 
grain. Whole volumes of eloquent invectives have 
been heaped upon the wicked shipper who uses 
“cars for warehouses,” by railway officials. 

To protect the roads against such iniquitous prac- 


| tices, a great variety of demurrage tariffs have been 


promulgated, but as a rule they failed to accom- 
plish their objects, because they were so unwarrant- 
ably severe. Their provisions were seldom enforced. 
until the new system of combined Car Service 
Bureaus was introduced. The existing system of car 
service originated with the carriers, has been de- 
veloped by them to their very great advantage. 
Incidentally it has benefited the commercial interest 
and has been generally approved and supported by 
the trade. ‘ 

Without doubt, car service rules as now enforced 
have accomplished much in the way of relieving 
the stringency of car supplies during busy seasons, 
and this at a very moderate cost to the shipping 
community. The trade at large is either forgetful 
or unmindful of the fact that the reforms thus far 
accomplished are only partial reforms, and that 
they have been reached solely at the expense. of 
the shipping community. That they are partial re- 
forms is discernible from the fact that the penal 
measures enforced in their support are against re- 
ceivers and shippers only, and apply exclusively to 
negligence or delay by shippers or receivers in load- 
ing or unloading cars where it is their duty to per- 
form that service. 

A moment’s reflection suffices to make clear that 
the duty of the carrier to promptly furnish cars and 
to move, switch and deliver the same, is in no case 
considered or provided for under the general code of 
ear service rules. It is an open secret that the 
first suggestion of car service regulations in this 
country followed an extended tour in Hurope by 
one of the most prominent railway officials in 
America. His habit of close observation and rare 
ability to turn his observations to account in pro- 
moting the interests he represented caused him to 
investigate the German system of enforcing dis- 
patch in transportation by a carefully prepared and 
exhaustive code, which provided specific penalty for 
every dilatory act, whether of shipper, receiver or 
carrier. 

This system can be readily enforced where goy- 
ernment operates all the roads, and the principle 
which underlies it was found to be applicable to the 
business in this country as far as protection to the 
earriers is concerned. Its reciprocal principle, the 
protection of the public against dilatory service upon 
part of the carrier, was not found so readily ap- 
plicable, and as the public was not represented in 
the councils of the carrier the omission of that 
feature is the more readily accounted for. 

It is to be regretted that the wisdom and acumen 
which are employed im promoting and developing our 
magnificent system of rail transportation have not 
discerned that its interest and duties lie in the di- 
rection of just and equitable recognition and pro- 
tection of the rights of the shipper. It is to be re- 
gretted that every step of reform, protective of the 
public rights, must look for its support to legislative 
or judicial bodies. 

It is to the greater degree unfortunate in that 
legislatures and the judiciary participate largely 
in the popular deference to the interests of corpora- 
tions, and every step of reform resisted by corpora- 
tions is discouragingly slow. As an illustration I 
may be permitted to recite an incident in the ex- 
perience of a commercial society which takes cog- 
nizance of existing progressive and practical re- 
forms, and seeks to expand the beneficial intluence 
of such reforms by making them as nearly as pos- 
sible perfect in theory as well as practice. 

Viewing the car service question from the broad- 
est point of view, recognizing all the good which had 
followed its partial development, it was sought to 


supplement and render it symmetrical by having 
penalties applied to ; 

1. Failure on the part of 
promptly when promised. 

2. Failure to move promptly. 

3. Failure to switch promptly. 

From defects in each of these branches of the 
service the public suffers great loss and incon- 
venience, for which redress lies only in the line of 
appeal to the courts. As the sums inyolved in each 
transaction are small, litigation is unprofitable. 
Hence it was sought by conference and argument 
to accomplish the result through existing agencies 
of the carriers, but repeated conferences having 
failed to secure results, a bill was introduced in 
the legislature of Ohio, which met with much favor, 
and was well supported in committee, but owing to 
the early adjournment its passage was temporarily 
delayed. That the merits of this bill may receive 
consideration, I give its text as follows: 

A BILL TO PROMOTE DILIGHNCH IN LOAD- 

ING, UNLOADING AND — SWITCHING 


FREIGHT CARS AT RAILWAY STA- 
TIONS, IN. THE STATE OF- OHIO. 


Section I.—Be it enacted by the General Assembly 
of the State of Ohio, That whenever any railroad has 
established at any point in the state of Ohio a sta- 
tion, or stations, with sidetracks and other suitable 
facilities for receiving and delivering freight in car- 
loads, it shall be the duty of said railroad to extend 


carriers to furnish 


te all shippers and receivers of freight at such sta- 


tions equal, prompt and reasonable service in the use 
of said facilities; and it shall be likewise the duty of 
all shippers and receivers of freight at such stations 
to exercise diligence and care in promptly loading and 
unloading freight in carloads. j ¢ 

Sec. I1.—Whenever any car or gars 
freight in full carload quantities (Qvhich under the 
conditions of shipment must be unloaded by the con- 
signee) shall arrive at its destination, at any railroad 
station in Ohio, it shall be the duty of the railroad to no- 
tify the consignee by written or printed notice of 
such arrival, and it shall be the duty of such railroad 
to place, with reasonable diligence, said car or cars at 
its customary point of delivery for such car or cars so 
consigned. 

If, after such notice, and the placing for delivery of 
any car loaded and consigned as above, the consignee 
shall fail within a period of forty-eight hours, com- 
puted from noon of the day when such delivery has 
been made, to unload, release or give instructions for 
forwarding to another destination such car or ears, 
then such consignee shall pay such railroad a reason- 
able compensation for the use and detention of such 
ear or cars, such compensation shall not exceed one ($1) 
dollar per car, for each twenty-four hours or fraction 
thereof, in excess of forty-eight hours computed as 
above, during which such car has been at the point 
of delivery and accessible to the consignee: 

Provided, however, if, after arrival at destination of 
any freight in full carloads as above deseribed, the 
railroad shall fail or negleet to notify the consignee, 
or shall fail or neglect to place cars as above described 
at their customary point of delivery, easily accessible 
to the consignee, for a period of more than forty-eight 
hours, counted from noon of the day of arrival, then 
said railroad shall pay to such consignee as compensa- 
tion for said neglect not Jess than one ($1) dollar per 
car for each twenty-four hours’ delay, computed as 
above, such payment to be in addition to the amount 
of any actual -damjge or direct loss of property or 
profits which may result from such detention of cars 
or property. 

Sec. I1]1.—Whenever any shipper of freight in -ear- 
load quantity ‘shall notify the proper agent of any 
railroad having stations and facilities as above de- 
scribed, in the state of Ohio, of such shipper’s desire 
to load for shipment over said railroad property in 
full ecarload quantity from one consignee to 
one consignor, then it’ shall be the duty of such rail- 
road to place at its customary point of loading, con- 
yenient of access to such shipper, the car or cars so 
ordered within a period of forty-eight hours, com- 
puted from noon of the day when such order or noti- 
fication has beer given to the proper agent, and if any 
railroad having stations and facilities as hereinbefore 
described shall fail or neglect promptly to place such 
cars as in this section described, then said railroad 
shall pay to such shipper for every twenty-four hours 
or fraction thereof, in excess of the forty-eight hours 
herein provided, as compensation for said delay, not 
less than one ($1) dollar per car, in addition to the 
amount of any actual damage to property or loss of 
profits which may be the result of such delay: 

Provided, however, that if any shipper who may or- 
der such car or cars as above described shall fail or 
neglect to load the same and have them so far as may 
be his customary duty ready to be forwarded, within 
a period of forty-eight hours, computed from noon of 
the day of placing, then said shipper shall pay to said 
railroad, in addition to customary and proper trans- 
portation charges, and as compensation for the use of 
and detention of such cars, a sum not exceeding one ($1) 
dollar per car for each period of twenty-four hours or 
fraction thereof in excess of forty-eight hours after 
such cars have been placed, as herein above described. 

Sec. 1V.—Whenever the consignee shall have re- 
ceived notice of arrival as provided in Section 2 of this 
act, at a point where switching service is maintained, 
and where it is customary for the carriers by switch- 
ing service to interchange freight between each other, 
or to transfer freight for shippers from one point of 
delivery to another point of delivery cn the same line 
or upon a different line of railroad, within prescribed 
limits and upon prescribed conditions, if such consignee 
shall by written order instruct that such car or cars 
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be forwarded or switched from such point of delivery 
to another point of delivery within prescribed switch- 
ing limits, then it shall be the duty of the railroad 
promptly to perform such switching service, and in 
ease of failure of such railroad to place such cars or 
ears at such new point of delivery within forty-eight 
hours, then such railroad shall pay to the consignee 
compensation for such delay a sum of not less than 
one ($1) dollar in addition to the amount of any damage 
to property or loss of profits caused by such delay, 
for each twenty-four hours or fraction thereof, in ex- 
cess of forty-eight hours, consumed in switching, time 
to be computed from noon of the day of instruction: 

Proyided, however, that upon delivery of such prop- 
erty at such new destination, and upon its being placed 
at a point readily accessible, it shall be the duty of 
the owner or shipper promptly to release the same as 
provided in Section 2 of this act, or to pay compensation 
to the carrier for any delay, as provided in Section 2 
of this act. : 

See. V.—Be it further enacted, That all sums of 
money herein provided for as payable for compensation 
for delay in placing or loading, unloading or switching 
of cars, or as damage to property, or for loss of 
profits, shall be due and payable when demanded, and 
if any railroad or shipper or receiver of freight shall 
refuse or neglect to pay any such sums as may be 
lawfully payable under this act, then the claimant 
may proceed to recover the same by due process of 
law, and if such claims are found by any court to be 
just and payable under this act, then claimant shall 
also be entitled to recover in addition to his necessary 
and proper costs a reasonable sum as attorney’s fee. 


I take the liberty of suggesting that the princi- 
ples, if not the language, of this instrument are 
equally applicable in ail the states, and are worthy 
of careful consideration. 


NEBRASKA GRAIN DEALERS OR- 
GANIZE. 


The regular grain dealers of Nebraska held two 
meetings last month and organized the Nebraska 
Grain Dealers’ Association, with the following 
officers: President, N. A. Duff, Nebraska City; vice- 
president, Fred L. Harris, Omaha; treasurer, James 
Sewell, Hastings; secretary, J. HE. Utt, Omaha. Goy- 
erning Committee, N. A. Duff, W. H. Ferguson, 
H.W. Clark, W. E. Kinsella, S. T. James, R. D. 
Lamson, Fred L. Harris and J. E. Utt. 

We are informed that the Governing Committee 
has power to hear grievances and settle differences 
which may arise between members where a com- 
plaint is made of uncommercial conduct. The Asso- 
ciation also adopted a constitution and by-laws. 
Before adjourning the Association voted to meet 
monthly for the next few months, at least, until 
the organization is thoroughly in running order. 

The object of the meeting was stated to be the 
more thorough organization of grain dealers in all 
points in Nebraska east of Hastings and south of 
the Platte River. One question which it is under- 
stood will have due attention is the fixing of a 
schedule price to prevent overbidding among mem- 
bers, or what amounts to the same thing, the de- 
moralization of prices in contiguous districts. 

Speaking of the prospective work of the Associa- 
tion, Mr. Harris said to a reporter that one of the 
chief objects will be to protect its membership from 
the injury which results from illegitimate competi- 
tion, Dealers have found the protection of some 
organization necessary, as it has been their lot fre- 
quently in the past to make shipments of grain, and 
then be short-weighted by the same men who had 
made too high bids on the grain, and who thus 
sought to recoup themselves by a dishonest practice. 
Individually, he says, it had not been possible or 
profitable for a grain dealer to prosecute in those 
cases where it should be done. 

The second meeting was held at Lincoln, October 
21. The attendance was good, showing that the 
dealers of the state are determined to organize and 
advance the interests of the trade. 

Among other things discussed was a resolution re- 
lating to securing reduced rates from the railways, 
and it was decided that an effort should be made in 
that direction. 


The Postmaster General has issued a “fraud 
order” against the firm of Price & McCormick, doing 
business at Nos. 44 and 46 Broadway, and renting 
P. O. Box 2387. The order has been issued on re- 
ports alleging that Price & McCormick have ob- 
tained money through the mail by false and fraud- 
ulent pretenses. All letters addressed to Price & 
McCormick are to be returned to the senders with 
the word “fraudulent” stamped on them. 


FAVOR ORGANIZATION OF A NA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


Since our last number was issued we have received 
additional declarations signed by the following regu- 
lar grain dealers: 


Rohrbaugh Bros. 

Rumsey, Lightner & Co., Chicago. 

Cole Bros., Toulon, M1. 

J. A. Brown, Chicago, Ill. 

J. G. Smyth, Chicago, Ill. 

F. M. Cutler, Carthage, Ill. > 

Busby Bros., Lebanon, Ind. 

Hartley Bros., Goodland, Ind. 

C. P. Mareum, Rossville, Ind. 

C. W. Mouch, Mooreland, Ind. 

C. V. Hodgkin, Russellville, Ind. 

W. D. Foresman, Foresman, Ind. 

Hsson & Cunningham, Brook, Ind. 

P. W. Swift, of G. L. McLane & Co., Union Mills, 
Ind. 

B. D. Williams, Highland, Kan. 

F. B. Dycus & Co., Dycusburg, Ky. 

Hall Meacham Co., Plainview, Minn. 

W. I. & George Law, Stanton, Minn. 

N. K. Simmons & Co., Red Wing, Minn. 

H. F. Korrer (Smith-Korrer Co.), Mora, Minn. 

A, G. Cessford, Lamar, Mo. 

Gilliland & Chase, Farber, Mo. 

M. MecSwiney, Dawson, Neb. 

G. C. Doehling, Bruno, Neb. 

Smith & Conkling, Minden, Neb. 

Clutter & Long, Lima, Ohio. 

Wm, E. George, Gettysburg, Ohio. 

The Abner L. Backus & Sons Co., Toledo, Ohio. 


According to a resoltion adopted at the Chicago 
meeting all those who were present at the meeting 
or signed the declaration in favor of organizing a 
Grain Dealers’ National Association will be charter 
members if they pay the membership fee by Decem- 
ber 10. 


RAILROAD ELEVATORS FOR 
HANDLING BULK GRAIN. 


It is currently reported, but with what degree of 
authenticity is not known, that the Great Northern 
Railroad proposes to build elevators at its eastern 
terminals for the purpose of handling bulk grain on 
the same basis as other commodities; that is to say, 
witheut charge for handling and storage for a rea- 
sonable time. If the report is true, it marks the 
commencement of a practice which sooner or later 
is bound to be universal. It is a manifest duty of 
a public carrier to furnish transportation facilities 
(which inelude handling at stations) on equal terms 
to all who may desire to use them; but it is equally 
manifest that as at present conducted a material 
difference exists between grain and other commodi- 
ties. Broadly speaking it is practically impossible 
for a producer to ship his own grain. He is obliged 
to dispose of it to whoever may be handling the 
elevators located upon the railroad right of way, 
and who are commonly protected against undue 
competition by their contracts with the railroad. It 
is probably true that were the conditions reversed 
and the elevators at shipping points free to any who 
desired to use them, the bulk of the business 
would for some years, at least, be handled very 
much as it is at present; but that does not alter the 
obligations that exist. Whatever facilities are nec- 
essary for the conduct of the business should be 
provided, and sooner or later it will be found that 
grain handling is included in this category.—Rail- 
way Review. ; 


GRAIN DIVERTED FROM NEW 


YORK. 


Current newspaper accounts are to the effect that 
there is not the same demand for steamers and sail- 
ing vessels to carry grain from New York that there 
is from Southern ports, especially Newport News, 
because the differential rates of the Joint Traffic 
Association from the West to Newport News, Balti- 
more and other Southern points are cheaper than to 
New York. While every available steamship and 
sailing vessel is being pressed into service from 
Baltimore, and ship brokers say that the supply of 
vessels is still unequal to the demand from that 
port, the chartering of tramps from New York, 
brokers say, hasn’t yet amounted to. anything. 


Ships of the regular lines are still carrying the 
grain from this, the greatest commercial port of the 
United States.—Bradstreet’s. 


«_DOTS.AND . DASHES —* 


Be prompt in joining the Grain Dealers’ National 
Association, 


The October receipts of grain at Chicago, 51,343 
cars, were the largest ever reported. 


A correspondent of Boissevain, Man., reports that 
in his vicinity the quality of this year’s wheat is 
No. 1 Hard. 

On October 16 a force of Minnesota weighers and 
inspectors went on duty at Superior and the Wis- 
consin officials retired. 

Iowa grain is being received at Superior, Wis., this 
season, for the first time. It is taken to that point 
by the Omaha road, and if continued will mean 
largely increased receipts for Superior. 

Frank Hanson, Charles Brown and Fred Johnson 
were each fined $25 and costs recently for stealing 
grain from Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul cars at 
Chicago. Officers of the road testified that the boys 
had been stealing grain from the cars for some 
time. 

One of the two large elevators which burned at 
Chicago recently was 20 years old, and the rats and 
the mice had made it a nesting place for a good 
while. When the building got pretty hot the rodents 
came out in such an army that the spectators beat 
a precipitate retreat. 

Philadelphia grain shippers say it is with difficulty 
that the elevators are handling the large quantity 
of wheat that is daily brought to them, and that 
there are not enough ships in port to carry it abroad. 
Recently train loads of grain were standing on sid- 
ings awaiting transportation, while Western mer- 
chants are unable to get cars enough to ship the 
wheat. 

Secretary of Agriculture Morton estimates the 
gain to the farmers of the country by the rise in 
wheat, up to October 21, at $28,G88,000 over and 
above what they would have received at the prices 
ruling on September 1. He adds that after a care- 
ful canvass of the situation it is found that not less 
than 45 per cent. of this year’s crop is still in the 
farmers’ hands. 

Grain insurance has been materially affected by 
the increased price of wheat. There is quite a de- 
mand for extra insurance on wheat in elevators, 
mills and granaries. Demands for increased grain 
insurance are coming from Duluth,, St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, while mills are purchasing much more 
for storage or to supply the flour demand, and hence 
take additional lines. 


James H. Gambrill, a wealthy miller and grain 
dealer of Frederick, Md., made a proposition before 
election to buy 500,000 bushels of wheat for $1.29 
a bushel in the event of Bryan being elected and a 
free coinage bill being passed. He offered to give 
good bank security to anyone who would take him 
up. On these conditions he purchased last summetr’s 
crop from a Republican customer. 


Popeorn fully popped on the cob and in the 
husk while growing on the stalk, by the heat of 
the sun, is a freak of nature which was among the 
queer things wrought during the intense hot spell 
last August. There is ‘a specimen ear of this sort 
on exhibition at the store of David Proskey, a coin 
dealer. It was grown in his garden at Paterson, 
N. J—New York Times. 

Not within the memory of the oldest traders now 
active have puts and calls sold as widely apart 
as they did yesterday afternoon. At one time the 
prices of these privileges were 121% cents apart. 
Even during the most excited days of war times 
such a spread is not recalled. The range on puts 
for December wheat was 69@70% cents, while calls 
sold from 79 cents to 82 cents. The curb was re- 
plete with suppressed excitement. The trade in 
priviléges was not large in volume, but fluctuations 
were violent and prices quite widely apart in dif- 
ferent quarters of the crowd.—Chicago Tribune, No- 
vember 3. 
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S. A. Mitler, brewer of Peoria, Ill., died recently. 

Gottfried Binder will erect a brewery at Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Le Roi Brewing Co. has.a new brewery at Ross- 
land, B. C. 


Oskar Johnson 
Bridgeport, Conn. 


has erected a new brewery at 


Huber & Redle have succeeded H. Huber, brewer 
of Louisville, Ky. 

Casper Heil, brewer of Burlington, Iowa, intends 
to erect a brew house. 


A. brewery may be erected at Santa Rosa, Cal., 
by San Francisco parties. 


J. Leahy has bought John- Lawson’s Bavaria 
brewery at Victoria, B. C. 

Additions will be built to the Hausman Brewing 
Co.’s plant at Madison, Wis. 


Kokes & Pimeisel have succeeded Thomas Kokes, 
brewer of New Prague, Minn. 


Philip Laux and Frank Haas are about to erect 
a brewery at Lewiston, Mont. 


The British-American Brewing Co. will erect a 
brewery at Windsor, Ont., to cost $6,000. 


The Geo. J. Stadler Brewing Co. has been incorpo- 
rated at Chicago with a capital of $50,000. 


The Galveston Brewing Co.’s new brewing plant at 
Galveston, Texas, has been put in operation. 


The Consumers’ Brewing Co. has been incorporated 
at Utica, N. Y., with a capital stock of $50,000. 


Philip Klein & Son, brewers of Philadelphia, Pa., 
will erect an addition to their plant to cost $50,000. 


The Lehigh Valley Brewing Co., which was re- 
cently organized, will erect a brewery at Allentown, 
Pa. 

The Ph. Zang Brewing Co. is about to erect an 
addition to its brewery at Denver, Colo., to cost 
$50,000. 

The Karsch Brewing Co. has been incorporated 
at College Point, N. Y., with a capital stock of 
$100,000. 

The Minneapolis Brewing Co.’s warehouse at St. 
Cloud, Minn., burned October 22, entailing a loss 
of $1,500. 


Anton Mueller’s brewery at Rice Lake, Wis., has 
been sold, and the new owners took possession No- 
vember 1. 


The North Shore Export Brewing Co. has been 
incorporated at ~.eveland, Ohio, with a capital stock 
of $50,000. 

W. C. Edwards has been appointed receiver of the 
Electric Malting and Brewing Co. at Suspension 
Bridge, N. Y. 


The Perfection Brewing Co. of Sebewaing, Mich., 
will erect a large brewery; $40,000 will be expended 
on machinery. 


Paul Weidmann, president of the Paul Weidmann 
Brewing Co., Brooklyn, N. Y., died recenily at the 
age of 66 years. 


The Haberle Crystal Springs Brewing Co. of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., has completed its new brewery at a 
cost of $100,000. 


The East Tennessee Brewing and Malting Co. has 
been incorporated at Knoxville, Tenn., with a capi- 
tal stock of $50,000. 


The Security Brewing Co. of New Orleans, La., 
will overhaul its plant and make improvements to 
double its capacity. 


The Union Brewing Co. of Rochester, N. Y., has 
suspended operations, and has been placed in the 
hands of a receiver. 


Volk Bros’, brewery at Great Falls, Mont., was de- 
stroyed by fire recently, causing a loss of $25,000; 
it was insured for $17,500. 

The C. M. Warner Malting Co. has been incorpo- 


rated at Syracuse, N. Y., with a capital stock of 
$100,000. The directors are Charles M. Warner, 


Willard H. Losee, and .Cornelius M. Emerick of 
Syracuse; Benjamin F. Sharp of Brooklyn, and 
others. 


Michael Schaller has purchased Schaller Bros’. 
brewery at Cincinnati, Ohio, and has formed a 
company for carrying on the business. 


The firm of Class & Nachod, brewers of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., has been dissolved, Charles Class assign- 
ing. The business was started by Mr. Class in 1567. 


A new brewing company composed of James A. 
Streeter and others has been organized at Glovers- 
ville, N. Y., and is remodeling an old mill for a 
brewery. 


Engle Bros. of Fountain Springs, Pa., are said to 
have formed a partnership with John Schmid of 
Addison, N. Y., and Mr. Schmid’s brewery may be 
removed to Fountain Springs. 


Philip Spaeter of Philadelphia has purchased 
the plant of the former Port Jervis Brewing Co. at 
Port Jervis, N. Y., and is making alterations and ad- 
ditions preparatory to putting it in operation. 


BE. P. Mueller’s new plant for drying brewers’ 
grains at Milwaukee, Wis., has been completed and 
is in operation. A feed department may be added, 
for which the necessary machinery will be put in. 


The Superior Northern Elevator Co. has been in- 
corporated at Superior, Wis., to do principally a 
barley business. It occupies part of the Grand Re- 
public Mill Elevator, which it has converted into a 
shipping house. 


One of the Davenport Malting Co.’s breweries at 
Davenport, Iowa, formerly operated by A. Zoller & 
Bro., was destroyed by fire October 19, causing a 
loss of $5,000. The brewery had not been in opera- 
tion for over a year. 


The United Kingdom imported in September 
1,674,420 hundredweights of barley, against 2,255,040 
in September, 1895, and 2,627,577 in September, 1894; 
and the imports during the nine months ending 
September 380 were: In 1896, 13,097,592 hundred- 
weights; in 1895, 15,268,377; in 1894, 21,472,968. 


The National Brewing Co. of Chicago has bought 
from Chas. Kaestner & Co. one 600-bushel malt 
mill, one double cleaning reel, two hopper scales, one 


80-horse power self-contained engine, 11x8-foot con- | 
verter, iron elevators, dust collectors and compfete 


power transmitting machinery for its new 350-barrel 
brew house. 


Since the new crop of barley began to move in 
Manitoba, says the Winnipeg Commercial, hardly 
a carload of barley has been offered anywhere in 
the country. This is as it should be. At present 
prices farmers should keep all their barley for feed- 
ing at their farms, as they can feed it to far better 
advantage than to sell it. Barley is not worth more 
than 12 to 15 cents per bushel to farmers, at Mani- 
toba points, to ship Hast, on the basis of present 
values in Hastern Canada markets. 


Charles L. Epps, formerly an extensive maltster 
and one of the oldest members of the Chicago Board 
of Trade, died October 15, aged 63. Mr. Epps was 
born in Francistown, N. H., received an academic 
education and came in 1855 to Chicago, where, after 
starting in the commission business, he went into 
malting on quite a large scale. His malt house was 
destroyed in the great Chicago fire, and again in 
1893, after which he retired from business. He 
leaves a widow and one daughter. 


A correspondent of Bozeman, Mont., writes Octo- 
ber 27: The Gallatin Valley barley is not excelled 
in quality anywhere in the world and is sought 


by the brewers of the United States for malting | 


purposes in preference to any other barley obtain- 
able. Its superiority over other barley for beer has 
caused numerous Eastern grain merchants and 
brewers to send here this year for their supply of 
barely, so that much of the crop is already sold 
and at a good figure, the crop being only a drop in 
the bucket to what could be marketed were the 
yield many times heavier. This barley brings a 
higher price than any raised in the Hastern and 
lower states, as its superiority for malting purposes 
is everywhere understood. ‘Not only do the brewer- 
ies of Milwauke and New York seek this grain, but 


much of it is shipped to Scotland, where it is used 
for coffee and other commercial purposes. 


The Gratiot Street Warehouse Company of Mil- ~ 
waukee, Wis., obtained judgment for $1,912.08 in 
the Cireuit Court recently against the estate of 
Darius A. Martin. In June, 1895, Martin and IF. 
Kraus & Co. jointly purchased 100,000° bushels of 
damaged malt and barley, and Martin borrowed 
$5,000 from the plaintiff, with the understanding 
that for the use of the money he would pay them 
one-half of his profit on the deal. The damaged 
grain was sold at a loss, however, and all that was 
realized on Martin’s one-half interest in it was 
$1,912.08, the amount of the judgment, which IF. 
Kraus & Co. are directed to pay over to the plaintiff 
on the execution of a proper release. 


The Davenport Malt and Grain Co. of Davenport, 
Iowa, held its annual meeting November 3, at which 
several interesting reports were read. On the basis 
of the business done last year the stockholders were 
entitled to declare a 10 per cent. dividend, payable 
at the offices of the company Jan. 2, 1897. The 
stockholders continued the business of the company 
in the same hands that have had it in charge in 
the past. The following directory was reélected: 
Henry Klindt, Charles H. Meier, Alex Stockdale, 
Herman Wulf, Charles Pasche, P. Feddersen Jr. 
and Claus Stoltenberg. Officers were elected as fol- 


lows: President, Henry’ Klindt; vice-president, 
Claus Stoltenberg; secretary, Charles H. Meier; 


treasurer, Charles Pasche. 


PERSONAL 


August Narveson has taken a position in Ritte- 
man’s elevator at Hawley, Minn. 


Albert Heipp of West Bend, Wis., has accepted ~ 
a position with F. Kraus & Co., grain merchants 
of Milwaukee. 


C. M. Syck, formerly of Taopi, Minn., has removed 
to Brownsdale, where he has taken charge of M. 
Stephenson’s grain business. 


A. J. Searle, who was formerly in charge of the 
Peavey elevator interests at Kansas City, has taken 
charge of the Belt Line Elevator at Superior, Wis. 


P. J. Fransioli, of P. J, Fransioli & Co., grain and 
commission merchants of Tacoma, Wash., was mar- 
ried recently to Miss Edith Thomas of the same place. 


W. B. Clisby, who formerly had charge of the 
W. W. Cargill Co.’s elevator at La Crosse, Wis., has 
taken charge of the company’s new house at Green 
Bay. 


Harry T. Swartz, who has been connected with 
the grain business at Duluth and Minneapolis for 
a number of years, has been appointed agent for the 
Great ‘Northern Elevator Co. at Duluth. E. GC. 
Chandler, the former agent, has been in ill health 
for some time, and last fall went to California in 
the hope of bettering it. But it seems he has de- 
cided to remain there, as his resignation has since 
been received. : 


BOOK NOTICES. 


ILLINOIS RAILROAD AND WAREHOUSE 
COMMISSION.—_The Twenty-fifth Annual Report 
of the Railroad and Warehouse Commission of Illi- 
nois for the year ending Dee. 1, 1895, marks the 
first quarter century of the effort to bring about 
just and equitable relations with the railroad com- 
panies and public warehousemen. The book con- 
tains the usual statistical matter and reports of 
decisions and complaints made to the Board. There 
were comparatively few complaints of an important 
nature during the year, but among.them is the 
complaint filed by the committee of the Chicago 
Board of Trade against 13 public warehouses of Chi- 
cago, in which they were charged with buying, 
selling and mixing their own grain in their publie 
warehouses with the grain of their customers. . 


SOUTH DAKOTA WAREHOUSE LAW —We 
have received from the South Dakota Railroad and 
Warehouse Commission a copy of Chapter 99, Ses- 
sion Laws of 1890, relating to grain warehouses and 
the inspection, weighing and handling of grain, 
also the standard grades, rules and regulations 
adopted by the Board, license blanks, ete. These 
will be sent to all South Dakota grain men upon 
application to the Railroad and Warehouse Com- 
mission, Mitchell, S. D. 


James P. Adams, the statistican of the Horse- 
shoers’ Protective Association, which held its fifth 
annual convention at New York recently, declares 
that, in spite of the bicycles, there are Jmore horses 
in the country now than eyer before. The great 
majority of bicyclers, he explains, would not own 
horses anyway. In) Ohio there are 19,000 more 
horses than a year ago. New York has 12,500. and 
Michigan 17,000 more. There are 16,000 members 
of the Horseshoers’ Association, and they are also 
organized in seven different states. : 
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issued on October 13, 1896. 

Gas Engine Starter.—Christian J. Weinman and 
Hdward HK. BHuchenhofer. Dayton, Ohio, assignors 
to The Dayton Gas Engine and Mfg. Co., same 
place. No. 569,365. Serial No. 599,212. Wiled July 
15, 1896. 

Gas Engine—Fred C. Olin, Buffalo, N. Y. No. 
569,386. Serial No. 583,134. Filed Feb. 11, 1593. Re- 
newed March 13, 1896. 

Grain Recleaner and Separator.—James B. Schu- 
man, Columbia, Ind. No. 569,838). Serial No. 576,- 
973. Filed Jan. 27, 1296. 

Gas Pngine.—Ired C. Olin, Buffalo, N. Y¥.- No. 
569,564. Serial No. 519,628. Filed Aug. 7, 1894. 

Gas Engine—Harry A. Winter, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., assignor-to The Sintz Gas Engine Co., same 
place. No. 569,580. Serial No. 553,897. Filed June 
24, 1895. 

Issued on October 29, 1896. 

Fanning Mill.—Matt J. Frambach, Rock, Iowa. 
No. 569,629. Serial No. 568,702. Filed Nov. 12, 
1295. 

Oil Engine.—Thurso von Querfurth, New York, 
N. Y. No. 569,672. Serial No. 534,477. Filed Jan. 
10, 1895. 

Gas BEngine—Henry C. Hart, Detroit, Mich. No. 
569,918. Serial No. 513,061. Filed May 31, 1804. 

Bale Blevator.—Thos. F. Meath, Humboldt, Kan. 
No. 569,976. Serial No. 558,569. Filed Aug. 7, 1895. 

Elevator and Dump.—Gustave Wenzelmann, Mis- 
sal, Tl. No. 5(9,697. Serial No. 557,309. Filed July 
27, 1895. See illustration. 


Yrain Car Door.—Wm. J. Johnston, Port Huron, 
5€9,923. Serial No. 567,648. 


Mich. No. Filed Noy. 


1, 1895. 
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Gas Engine.-—Max W. Weir, Newark, N. J. No. 
5€9,694. Serial No. 570,459. Filed Noy. 29, 1895. 

Conveyor.—Maximilian M. Suppes, Lorain, Ohio. 
No. 569,681. Serial No. 596,855. Viled June 25, 
1896. F 

Issued on October 27. 1896. 

Baling Press.—Arthur Le Roy Ixohler, Geneva, 
N. Y. No. 570,027. Serial No. 601,244. Filed July 
31, 1896. 

Pea Thrasher.—John F. Rhodes, Athens, Ga. No, 
570,209. Serial No. 569,532. Filed Noy. 20, 1895. 
See illustration. 

Combined Gas and Steam Engine.—Ranson E. Olds, 
Lansing, Mich. No. 570,263. Serial No. 559,160. 
Viled Aug. 13, 1895. 

Grain Door.—Herman Pries and John W. Meyer. 
Michigan City, Ind. No. 570,269. Serial No. 597,- 
451. Filed June 29, 1896. 

Pea Thrasher.—John HW. Gardner, Dalton, Ga. 
No. 570,282. Serial No. 568,196. Tiled Noy. 7, 1895. 
See illustration. 

Weighing Machine.—Francis TH. Richards, Hart- 
ford, Conn. No. 570,291. Serial No. 586,346. Filed 
April 6, 1896. 


Discharge Valve for Gas Wngines.—Williain 
Burger, Delphos, Ohio. No. 570,876. Serial No, 
562,065. Filed Sept. 10, 1895. 

Bucket Conveyor.—Arthur J. Frith, New York, 


N. Y. No. 570,251. Serial No. 537,880. Filed Feb. 


11, 1895. 
Issued on November 3, 1896. 
Rotary Gas Engine.—Louis Gathmann, Chicago, 
Ill., assignor to Daniel T. MeMullen, same place, 
James B, McMullen, New York, N, Y., George W. 


MeMullen, Picton, Canada, and David 8. MeMullen 
and Roger McMullen, Evanston, Ill. No. 570,470. 
Serial No. 551,427. Wiled June 1, 1895. 

Dust. Collector.—Wim. BF. Allington, Hast Saginaw, 
Mich. No. 570,448. Serial No. 522,846. Filed Sept. 
7, 1804. 

Gasoline or Vapor Engine.—Enoch Prouty, Chi- 
eago, ll., assignor to Olive S. Prouty and Enoch 
Prouty, same place. No. 570,500, Serial No. 567,- 
600. Filed Noy. 1, 1895. 

Grain Seourer.—Hlgin Keith, Silver Creek, N. Y., 
assignor to The Howes Grain Cleaner Co., same 
place. No. 570,600. Serial No. 596,851. Filed June 
25, 1896. 

Gas Hngine.—Rolf J. Rolfson, San Francisco, Cal., 
assignor of one-half to Samuel 8S. Simrak and Albert 


R. Herman, same place. No. 570,649. Serial No. 
549,522. Wiled May 16, 1895. 
Grain Drier.—Geo. H. Cormack, Rockford, I. 


No. 570,662. Serial No. 593,360. Filed May 27, 18958. 


Grain Drier.—John Packhouse Jv., Liverpool, Hag- 
Serial No. 595,594. 


land. No. 570,783. Filed June 
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, 1896. Patented in England July 19, 1894. No. 


See illustration. 


15. 

13,874. 
Baling Press.—EHlias H. Butts, Oriental, N. C., as- 

signor of one-half to Wm. H. Lewis, Merritt, N. C. 


No. 570,865. 
1898. 


Sevial No. 601,130. Filed July 31, 
issued on November 160, 1896. 

Means for Treating Seed.—Budd Reeve, Buxton, 
N. D. No. 571,017. Serial No. 591,670. Filed May 
15, 1896. 

Combined Steam and Explosion Hngine.—Walter 
Barnsdale, Plover, Wis. No. 571,147. Serial No. 548,- 
968. Filed May 11, 1895. 


NEW YORK’S GRAIN TRADE. 


Radical changes may be made before long in the 
handling of grain in New York Harbor, which will 
probably result in restoring to New York much of 
the business that has been lost to other ports through 
the policy of the railroads and elevators in main- 
taining high terminal charges. 

The opening wedge is the contract which has been 
made by the New York Lighterage and Transporta- 
tion Company, which is controlled by the Lehigh 
Valley Railroad, and the Brooklyn Wharf and Ware- 
house Company. All the grain that arrives via the 
Lehigh Valley will henceforth be transferred in bulk 
to the piers of the warehouse company, thereby 
saving one handling, which means one-half to three- 
fourths of a cent a bushel in terminal charges to 
the railroad company. 

The cars are floated over and run onto the ware- 
house tracks, from which the grain can be either 
transferred to the elevator or shifted to the ocean 
steamship alongside the dock. This deal will force 
the other trunk lines to admit the ocean liners free 
to their elevators without charging a cent a bushel 
extra for loading, as they do at present. 


RATS IN ELEVATORS. 


“T don’t want to talk politics,’ said Pat Cordon 
of Ottawa, Hi., to a local reporter. “I’ve just voted. 
Let’s talk about rats. The rats come in droves 
some years, and nearly eat up the cribs and. ele- 
vators. Then there will be several years when the 
number will be much less. It is necessary to keep 
the place cleaned out. If the cats that I have do 


not succeed in keeping the rats in subjection, I have 


to use poison. Put a little arsenic on fresh meat 
and place it where the cats can’t get it, and in a 
short time the rats will disappear. 

“After feeding so long on grain they will eat the 
meat very readily. Rats will not only destroy a 
great amount of corn and oats, but they will ruin 
an elevator or crib very quickly. I have known of 
elevators whose underpinuing has been completely 
eaten away by rats, and the damage could be re- 
paired only at considerable expense. Grain dealers 
in the country towns have more trouble than those 
in the city.” 


Omaha and Des Moines want the next meeting of 
the Grain Dealers’ National Association. The Board 
of Directors has power to call a special meeting 
at any time, 


Grain Dealers’ Associalions. 


SOCIATION OF CINCINNATI. 
President. Chas. S> Maguire; secretary, Peter Van 
Leunen; treasurer, James A. Loudon. 
SOUTHERN NEBRASKA GRAIN MEN’S PRO- 
THCTIVE ASSOCIATION. 
President, George Adams, Weeping Water; sec- 
retary, William Coon, Elmwood. 


ILLINOIS GRAIN DEALERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
President, John Crocker, 
E. R. Ulrich, Jr., Springfield; 
Decatur; 


Maroa; vice-president, 
treasurer, F. M, Pratt, 
secretary, B. S, Tyler, Decatur. 


OHIO GRAIN DEALERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
President, J. W. McCord, Columbus; vice-president, 
J, B. Van Wagener, London; treasurer, G. '’. Cham- 
berlain, Columbus; secretary, Huntington liteh, Co- 
lumbus. 


GRAIN SHIPPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF NORTII- 
WESTERN IOWA. 

President, E. J. Edmonds, Marcus; vice-president, 
fi. M. Varsons, Carroll; secretary and treasurer, 
I, D. Babcock, Ida Grove; assistaut secretary, I’. G. 
Butler, Schaller, 


GRAIN DEALERS’ ASSOCIATION OF SOUTI- 
WESTERN IOWA AND NORTHWES'T- 
ERN MISSOURI. 

President, R. R. Palmer, Creston, Iowa; viee-presi- 
dent, f. H. Vanschoiaek, Griswold, Iowa; treasurer, 
J. B. Samuels, Riverton, Lowa; secretary, G. A. Stib- 

bens, Coburg, lowa. 


NEBRASKA GRAIN DHALERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


President, N. A. Duff, Nebraska City; vice-presi- 
dent, I. L. Harris, Omaha; secretary, J. E. Utt, 
Omaha; treasurer, James Sewell, Hastings; Board 
of Governors, W. H. Ferguson, H. BE. Clark, W. E. 
Winsella, W. B. Jaquith, S. F. James, R. T. Lamson, 
N. A. Duff. 


GRAIN DHALERS’ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


President, EB. 8. Greenleaf of Jacksonville, IIL; 
first vice-president, P. S. Heacock, Falls City, Neb.; 
second vice-president, H. A. Grubbs, Greenville, 
Ohio; secretary W. H. Chambers, Hepburn, Iowa; 
treasurer, J. W. Adams, Minneapolis, Minn. Board 
of Directors: M. McFarlin, Des Moines, Iowa; 
Theo. P. Baxter, Taylorville, Ill.; A. BE. Hartley, 
Goodland, Ind.; fred L. Harris, Omaha, Neb.; A. 1. 
Clutter, Lima, Ohio. 


The Grain Dealers’ National Association merits 
your hearty support. 


One of the prizes captured by the police of Chicago 
when pulling a bucket shop in the Open Board of 
Trade recently was a ticker, over which the quota- 
tions of the markets were said to be received. It 
was found that an old ticker, with type for print- 
ing the returns from the wire, had been used, but 
the detectives were surprised to see that the quota- 
tions on the tape, which was dangling from the 
machine, were written in blue pencil. This led to a 
further investigation, and it was seen that the roll 
which held the tape had been made from the tops of 
two lard cans. It was an easy matter for one to 
take apart the roll and write all the quotations 
necessary for the day’s business, 


Hd Corey and George Dahl were arrested at Du- 
luth, Minn., October 16, for wheat stealing, and it is 
said the two are members of a gang that has been 
infesting the railroad yards for a long time, carry- 
ing on a brisk business in the wheat trade. The 
gang has been doing a wholesale business, as _ it 
were, beside which the gleanings of the carsweeping 
gang are insignificant. The former makes a prac- 
tice of breaking into loaded cars and carrying off 
wheat by the sack load. The company, it is esti- 
mated, has lost hundreds of dollars during the past 
six months from the depredations of the crowd, 
and the St. Paul & Duluth Railroad is as great a 
sufferer as the Northern Pacific. 


TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY. 


NEW YORK LEGISLATOR WANTED. 

Wanted the address of a member of the New York 
Legislature, who is willing to introduce and c¢hain- 
pion the cause of a bill which, if passed, will stop 
the diversion of grain from New York harbor and 
the Brie Canal, and by making all elevators at 
Puffalo and New York, which handle grain of dif- 
ferent owners for a compensation, publie elevators, 
establish and maintain moderate rates for such 
service. Address 

EDITOR of the “American 
Trade,’ Chicago, Ill, 
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THE GRAIN DEALERS’ NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


At last, after much agitation and discussion, 
the regular grain dealers of the country have or- 
ganized a national association and launched it 
under very favorable conditions. The meeting 
was not as well attended as it should have been, 
or as well as future meetings will be, but those 
present entered enthusiastically into the work 
of organization and got through with an im- 
mense amount of work in very short order. 

The program proved to be an excellent one. 
No convention of the members of any ttade 
ever had the pleasure of listening to more inter- 
esting papers, in which the treatment of the 
various subjects was so thorough, the arguments 
so convincing. Each paper gave evidence of 
close study on the part of the writer. 

The constitution and by-laws adopted repre- 
sent the consensus of opinion expressed by all 
who have declared in favor of organization. 
Whether or not they will prove satisfactory can 
be determined only by a fair trial. 

The Association was very fortunate in choos- 
ing good men to manage its affairs for the first 
year. They were selected from different dis- 
tricts of the surplus grain growing territory, 
and no doubt each one will secure many mem- 
bers for the Association from his district. Each 
member of the Board of Directors has the best 
interests of the trade at heart and will work 
earnestly to advance the common interests of 
members in every way possible. 

The membership is large, the Association 
being started with nearly 300 members, who 
have shown themselves to be ardently in favor 
of organizing a national association. These 
will, no doubt, pay their membership fee 


promptly and induce their neighbors to be- 
come members. The Association should have 
at least 1,000 members by the first of the year, 
and if every member does his duty toward the 
organization it will have 2,000 members. 

With such a membership, the favor of the 
organization would be eagerly sought by every 
carrier of grain and messages. It would not be 
necessary to fight for relief from unjust practices 
on their part; a request for the settlement of a 
just complaint would have the desired effect. 
Needed legislation by Congress could also be 
secured. Dealers, buyers, commission men and 
others proven guilty of dishonesty, trickery, 
non-fulfillment of contract or any other uncom- 
mercial conduct in their dealings with a member 
would find it somewhat difficult to entice other 
members into their net. The many impositions 
from which the trade now suffers, owing to its 
disorganized condition, make it imperative that 
every regular dealer shall strive to increase the 
Association’s membership, and to help to make 
it a great benefit to every member. 

The grain trade expects every regular dealer 
to do his duty by it and its organization. 


ENCOURAGING THE ELEVATOR 
MEN. 


Of late years the country elevator man has 
been given little encouragement by the rail car- 
riers. Most of them have exerted themselves 
in a contrary direction, and seemed to be deter- 
mined to do everything in their power to dis- 
courage him. Hence it is more than pleasing to 
learn of a railroad manager who recognizes the 
value of the services rendered his road by the 
elevator men operating houses along it. The 
following appeared in a recent number of the 
Indianapolis Journal: 


One of the shrewdest things which has been done 
since R. B. F. Pierce became receiver of the Toledo, 
St. Louis & Kansas City was encouraging parties 
along the line who had allowed their elevators to 
become almost useless to repair them or build new 
ones. With the immense grain crops on the line 
this season the elevators have been valuable ad- 
juncts to the business of the road. 


The traffic managers of several Western 
roads are beginning to see the justice of giving 
just such encouragement to the men operating 
elevators along their line, and it seems certain 
that the members of one association will have 
some favor shown them before the new year 
dawns. At last the service of the faithful solic- 
iting freight agent and local freight agent for 
bulk grain is to be recognized. 


SUPERIOR NOT SATISFIED WITH 
ONE FAILURE. 


The members of the grain trade who deal in 
grain passing through elevators at the head of 
Lake Superior will learn with regret that the 
Superior Board of Trade does not propose to 
give up its hope of having an independent grain 
inspection and weighing department on the Wis- 
consin side of the bay. Agitation in favor of a 
new law and another attempt to rid the city of 
the services of the Minnesota department has 


already been commenced. The work of 
the Minnesota department has always 
been satisfactory, and the Superior peo- 


ple have no cause for complaint on that score. 
The trouble is, the members of the Superior 
Board of Trade covet the business done on the 
Duluth Board of Trade, and instead of striving 


the spirit of the law. 


to build up the business in the regular way, they 
sought, and still do seek, to force the business to 
their exchange by legislation. They overlook 
the fact that the trade at large does not take 
kindly to confusing complications, which add 
burdens to the business. The trade needs sim- 
plicity. 

If the Superior dealers would stop and think 
a minute they would easily discern that it is not 
possible to build up business by unnatural meth- 
ods. It is not good policy to embarrass the 
trade with a useless extra department, and then 
solicit its favors. If they want business they 
should work for it and let the inspection alone, 
as with the known gradings of an established 
department their chances of getting business 
will be much better than with those of a new and 
untried force and rules. 


BAILEES AT TERMINALS WHO 
ARE DEALERS. 


The public elevator men of Chicago are again 
making a determined fight to keep the courts 
fromissuingan injunct'on restraining them from 
dealing in grain stored in their own houses. 
They have had the audacity to admit in the 
courts that they buy and sell grain and mix 
their own with the grain of others, but attempt 
to defend their practice by claiming that the 
statutes forbidding it are unconstitutional. 

A number of years ago the Supreme Court 
decided that the law was constitutional and no 
doubt would take the same view if the law were 
again brought to its attention. The law was 
enacted shortly after the trade had suffered 
greatly at the hands of public elevator men, who 
placed false bottoms in their bins and surrepti- 
tiously removed and sold grain that belonged 
to others. The principal intent and purpose of 
those who drew the bill was to protect the trade 
from a repetition of such trickery. 

Dealing in grain stored in his own house, by 
a public warehouseman, is entirely contrary to 
It opens the way to the 
free practice of the very abuses the law was 
designed to prevent. The present public ele- 
vator men have not been guilty of stealing the 
grain of their customers, but they are seeking to 
break down that portion of the law which, if en- 
forced, would prevent or make more difficult the 
stealing and hypothecation of grain: by public 
elevator men at terminals. 

No bailee would deny the existence of the 
temptation to substitute the skin grade grain of 
his own for the top grade grain of the dealer 
who stores in his supposedly public elevator, and 
some would be unable to resist the temptation, 
as choice cash wheat frequently commands a 
premium of three to ten cents a bushel. The 
more the public elevator man deals in grain 
stored in his own house, the stronger will be 
the temptation for him to take advantage of his 
position, and unless he stops entirely the trade 
can confidently expect to suffer severely by his 
peculations. It will suffer not only by the skin 
grade game and shortages, but by the loss of 
large amounts of grain, which may destroy con- 
fidence in all public elevator men, and result 
in their being placed under far more stringent 
regulations than at present. They should ac- 
cept a fair amount of regulation and be satisfied. 

If the public elevator man cannot make a 
profit on his investment by caring only for the 
property of others in his public house, then he 
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has outlived his usefulness and it is time to dis- 
continue doing a public business. 

It is somewhat perplexing to have the elevator 
men, who have finally exhausted every subter- 
fuge to hide the proof of their dealing in grain 
stored in their own houses, acknowledge in 
court that they were guilty of the very act 
charged. It ill becomes those who have feared 
and sought to dodge the law so long now to 
defend their action by claiming the law uncon- 
stitutional. 

In the trial they have been introducing all 
kinds of irrelevant evidence and it looks as if 
their only hope lay in bewildering the court. 
However, they can rest assured that the trade 
will not tolerate dealing in grain stored in public 
elevators by the operators of those houses. It is 
contrary to the essential features of a public 
storage business, and if the present law is not 
strong enough others will be enacted to meet 
the needs of the case. It is only a question of 
time when the elevator men must follow usages 
es‘ablished by commercial practice that is above 
suspicion, and which meets the views of those 
who pay for the service. The sooner they capit- 
ulate, the more reasonable terms will they get. 


MR. DAVIS’ VIEW OF TEE FUTURE. 


Our old friend, C, Wood Davis of Peotone, 
Kan., has been writing a letter to a Detroit man 
which the Kansas Farmer has been publishing 
in installments of six columns. | It is chock-full 
of politics as well as of economics, and Mr. Davis 
evidently feels like bolting both parties. He 
denies that either side has told the truth about 
the cause of low prices, especially the truth 
about the low price of wheat; and he denies with 
characteristic vigor that the policies advocated 
by either party would help matters any; least of 
all the farmer, with whom prosperity must be- 
gin. And then he tells at length why prices of 


farm products have been low and why they 


must necessarily be high in the near future. 

We always like to read what Mr. Davis writes. 
He is tart as a lemon and yet his views are opti- 
mistic, from the farmer’s standpoint. He be- 
lieves the time is near at hand when farmers, as 
a class, will be the most prosperous part of the 
community, and, in fact, about the only prosper- 
ous part. And further, the farmer is to blossom 
out as a monopolist. because acres cannot be 
multiplied. In fact, Mr. Davis has been called 
the “apostle of prosperity through starvation,” 
because he believes that the abundance of the 
past few years is only the result of fortuitous 
circumstances, which have given an unusual 
amount of good crop weather. Were it not for 
this we would already be starving, or precious 
near it, Mr. Davis thinks. And he gives the 
figures.” : 

We cannot give the voluminous data in full 
on which the Kansas statistician bases his views. 
Briefly summarized, the world’s wheat acres 
have increased about 14 per cent. since 1884, 
while the consumers of wheat have increased 18 
per cent. Meanwhile the world’s rye fields have 
shrunk nearly 4,000,000 acres. In the last four- 
teen years the world has seen ten phenomenal 
wheat crops, showing an aggregate excess of 
1,259,000,000 bushels over what the normal pro- 
duction would have been. The four under-aver- 
age crops averaged a deficit of only 65,000,000 
bushels. The last four crops of the world’s 


wheat have given an aggregate product of 663,- 
000,000 bushels greater than it would have been 
had the yields since 1891 been no greater than 
the average of the last twenty-five harvests. He 
figures that the over-average product of wheat 
and rye in the three crops of 1893-94-95 has ag- 
gregated 1,090,000,000 bushels. Had it not been 
for this annual over-average of 363,309,009 bush- 
els of wheat and rye, the world would now be 
starving. 

And with corn. Twenty-five years ago Eu- 
rope, with the Americas and Australasia, had 
63,000,000 acres in maize. In 1895 the same re- 
gions had 115,000,000 acres, an increase of 82 
per cent. against an increase of 36 per cent. in 
the bread-eating populations of European line- 
age. With cottonseed displacing corn and 
corn products, is it any wonder corn is low? But 
the world’s requirements of wheat and rye will 
soon take acreage from corn, and, in Mr. 
Davis’ view, the bicycle and trolley have come 
none too soon, for all food products, such as 
wheat, rye, corn, pork, beef, etc., must of neces- 
sity be much higher. é 

Perhaps Mr. Davis is right, but there is a 
chance for him to be wrong. He was mistaken 
three years ago and he may be foiled again by 
meteorological conditions which will continue to 
produce over-average crops. Anyhow, we hope 
he won’t insist on starving the rest of us in 
order to even up things with the farmer. We 
want him to relent when he gets wheat up to 
$1.10 and corn up to 70 cents. 


FARM ANIMALS AND GRAIN 
PRICES. 


So large a percentage of our grain crops is 
consumed in the immediate vicinity of produc- 
tion that the number of farm animals becomes 
an important matter as a price-making factor 
for grain. The Agricultural Department has 
just issued a bulletin which may surprise many 
of our readers. We cannot attempt to go into 
the detailed figures; but will only give the re- 
capitulation of the figures: 

The number of horses returned in 1896 is 
15,124,057, a loss of 769,261 as compared with 
1895, and of 1,082,745 as compared with the 
number in 1893. The number of mules is given 
at 2,278,946, showing a loss of 54,162 as com- 
pared with 1895, and a loss of 52,182 as com- 
pared with 1893. The number of milch cows 
for 1896 is given at 16,137,586, showing a loss 
of 367,043 as compared with 1895, and a loss of 
286,501 compared with the number in 1893. 
“Other cattle” are returned as 32,085,409, show- 
ing a loss of 2,278,807 compared with 1895, and 
3,868,787 as compared with 1893. The number 
of sheep is given as 38,208,783, a decrease of 
3,995,881 as compared with 1895, and of 8,974,- 
770 as compared with 1893. Of swine, the num- 
ber returned in 1896 is 42,842,759, a decrease of 
1,322,957 as compared with 1895, and of 3,252,- 
048 as compared with 1893. 

The decrease in value is more marked than 
the decrease in numbers, but that is a matter we 
will not go into in this connection. Aggregating 
all the animals reported, we have 146,767,540 in 
1896, against 155,555,051 in 1895, and 164,228,- 
573 in 1893. Here is a decrease of ten million 
in one year, and near twenty million in three 
years. It is true that some portion of this loss 
represents no appreciable loss in consumption of 


cereals; but making the proper subtraction, and 
the number of farm animals has decreased to a 
degree that means lessened consumption of our 
cereal crops. 
itself in time, though the increased price of 
meat, which will lead to increased numbers, and 
consequently increased consumption of cereals; 
but this takes several seasons. The extremely 
low price of horses would seem to indicate that 
the trolley and bicycle have got in their deadly 
work to an extent that points to a still further 
decline in their numbers. 


The matter will, of course, right 


FOR NEW YORK TERMINALS. 


Once again the misguided boatmen of the 
Erie Canal and a few of their friends are worl 
ing to secure the erection of state transfer eleva- 
tors at Buffalo and New York, to place the canal 
on an equal footing with the rail carriers in the 
competition for grain from the lakes to the sea- 
board. If the great Empire State were to take 
any such foolish action, it would amount to an 
acknowledgment that it found itself unable to 
regulate the public elevators of the state. 

The state is organized for governing, not 
operating transfer elevators or other business 
enterprises within its boundaries. As we have 
repeatedly pointed out, the state can pull the 
claws out of the elevator trust with a very small 
amendment to its present law governing the 
rates for storing, cleaning and transferring grain 
at terminals. The law provides for equitable 
rates, or rather rates which were just when it 
was enacted; they are higher than the trade can 
bear with present day prices. The pool evades 
the law by refusing to receive grain for transfer. 
It does transfer grain, but does not charge for 
such transfer as transferring; it calls it elevating 
and ten days’ storage. By this clever ruse it 
avoids violating the letter of the law, but breaks 
the spirit of it, and escapes punishment. 

The enactment of a law declaring that all ele- 
vators at grain centers which handle grain of 
different owners for a compensation shall be 
public elevators and subject to the regulations 
of the state elevator laws would remedy the 
trouble. They should be required to receive, 
clean, store and transfer grain for all comers 
without discrimination, and for a charge in keep- 
ing with present prices and the reduced cost of 
handling. That is all that is necessary to stop 
the pool’s mulcting of the grain trade, and to 
check the diversion of grain shipments from 
New York harbor. 

The erection of state transfer elevators at 
Buffalo and New York might give some relief, 
but the placing of the business in the hands of 
the politicians is not to be encouraged, as the re- 
sult would be extremely dubious. 


We observe that the stock insurance com- 
panies doing business in Indiana have at last 
listened to the advice of their local agents and 
are once more competing for the grain business 
in both mills and elevators. A modified rate 
was given the R. P. Moore Milling Co. of 
Princeton, Ind., for improvements and the local 
agents got the business. 
remarks: 


The Insurance Press 
“Tf mutual companies can accumu- 
late $500,000 surplus in a few years by writing 
flour mills, stock companies should do equally 
as well; at least, they should hold their own.” 
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Join the G. D. N. A. to-day. 


Regular grain dealers who suffer abuses at the 
hands of carriers or others may learn of some- 
thing to their advantage bv addressing this jour- 
nal. 


The grain dealers of the south half of Ne- 
district associations and 
to get relief from local 


> 


braska have organized 
seem to be determined 


abuses. 


A closer acquaintance with competitors will 
prove that their horns are in your mind’s eye. 
Get together; it will prove of advantage to all 
concerned. 


Procrastination should not be permitted to 
cheat any regular grain dealer out of even one 
day’s membership in the Grain Dealers’ National 


Association. 


The locusts in the Argentine have done the 
Northwestern states a double favor. They not 
only damaged the wheat crop, but chewed up the 
flaxseed as well. 

Will the country grain déaler of the next gen- 
eration starve or board at the poorhouse? Much 


depends upon the reforms instituted by the deal- 
ers of the present day. 

The President of Nicaragua has issued a de 
cree making corn, lard and flour free of duty 
until next April. 


Nicaragua is not a very ex- 
tensive market, but every little helps. 


Every paper read at the Chicago meeting of 
grain dealers merits close reading by all dealers 
who have enough interest in the business even to 
wish for the correction of the many abuses which 
now encumber it. 


Secretary Chambers of the Grain Dealers’ 
National Association informs us that all of the 
officers heard from have accepted the positions 
to which they were elected and promise hearty 
support. 


The melancholy days have come, the saddest 
of the year, when shippers on the inland seas 
have very much to fear from a grain blockade 
at Buffalo, which happens every fall, to help rail 
carriers get the grain that should go by canal. 


Some press correspondent paused in the heat 
of the campaign and told how a grain of wheat 
had sprouted in a child’s eye, down near Ko- 
komo, Ind., and the presence of the wheat grain 
was not discovered until the green sprout 
showed itself. This is a great year for wheat. 


Some shippers who failed to mark their bills 


of lading “Freight C. O. D.” have been called- 


upon to pay the freight, although the carrier had 
ample time to collect the freight before the fail- 
ure or disappearance of the receiver. After one 
has lost all the money invested in grain it is de- 
cidedly aggravating to be called upon for the 
freight. The courts have held that the shipper 


contracts with the carrier for the transporta- 
tion of the grain and it must look to him for 
payment for the service. 


Insurance rates on elevators are high, but that 
is additional reason why an inventory should be 
nade and kept of everything in the elevator, in- 
cluding machines and tools. Such an inventory 
is a handy document in case of fire. One made 
up from memory after a fire is sure to be incom- 
plete. 


Grain dealers should be very careful about 
buying grain from strangers. An unusual 
amount of stolen grain has been offered for sale 
in country markets this year. It is somewhat 
discouraging to be required to pay for grain a 
second time. Close examination of the would- 
be impostors has disclosed several grain thieves 
recently and saved the elevator man from loss. 


Public elevator men at terminals should not 
be permitted to deal in grain stored in their 
own elevators. When they stop it they will 
not be suspected of docking receipts for their 
private bank accounts, as well as for future 
skrinkage, and they.will not have the opportu- 
nity to gain by giving out the skin grade grain 
and keeping the best of it for premium-paying 
customers. 


The two leading authorities on the world’s 
wheat trade, the Corn Trade News and Beer- 
bcohm’s list, both with the same data before them, 
namely, the official Russian crop report, inter- 
pret it the one to mean a decrease of 21,000,000 
bushels of wheat as compared with last year’s 
crop, and the other a shortage of 75,000,000 
bushels.. This looks like pretty serious dis- 
agreement between doctors. 


Regular grain dealers who are troubled with 
scalpers, scoop-shovel men, irregular and tran- 
sient buyers can obtain relief by inducing the 
town council to enact an ordinance providing 
for the payment of a license fee by all transient 
merchants, peddlars or others without a per- 
manent place of business, who buy or sell for 
immediate delivery. The scalper should pay 
his share of the government’s expenses, if he is 
to be protected by it. 


Much to our surprise the Kansas Farmei 
says: “It is time to stop croaking. Undoubt- 
edly wheat is going to bring beiter prices than 
at any time during recent years. Corn and 
other foods. will also improve in price and a bet- 
ter era for the farmer is at hand, independently 
of all politics.” We rejoice that our contempo- 
rary has emerged from the cave of Adullam and 
sees the sunshine once more. Heupeful talk is 
a positive business factor. 


The Illinois Supreme Court has sustained a 
verdict obtained in a lower court involving a 
point in‘eres'ing to elevator men. Nash, Wright 
& Co. of Chicago were operating a line of ele- 
vators, one of which was at Wedron, Ill. The 
chain of elevators was under the superintend- 
ence of H. S. Gilbert as agent, and the elevator 
at Wedron was in charge of Charles Smith. On 
November 28, 1891, Smith contracted to buy 
of Class Classon 6,379 bushels of corn at 70 
cents a bushel. Gilbert repudiated the author- 
ity of Smith to make such a contract. The case 


in one form or another has been in the courts 
ever since until now the Supreme Court decides 
that the contract made by Smith, the man in 
charge of the elevator, must stand. 


One of the things that has felt the quickening 
influence of better times is Chicago Board ot 
Trade memberships. Last summer they were a 
drug and were quoted around $600. They 
probably sold considerably cheaper. In the past 
ten days a number have changed hands at $990, 
and one sold as high as $950. 


The very reasonable rates on grain from 
Western points to Chicago were discontinued 
early this month, much to the displeasure of 
the elevator men, who could not get cars, despite 
the fact that their houses were full of grain. If 
rail carriers can afford to carry grain from Mis- 
souri River points to Chicago one month for to 
cents a hundred, why cannot they afford to keep 
the rate in force all the time? 


The farmer in South Dakota has risen to the 
occasion and is solving the Russian thistle prob- — 
lem in anew way. He is hauliny the thistles to 
the mills and getting $1.50 a tou for them, for 
fuel. And some pessimist remarks that next 
year this same farmer will be waging a deadly 
warfare on some insect pest that will have devel- 
oped an appetite for thistles. He says that to 
demonstrate the utility of any product of the soil 
in the West is ‘always to invite its destruction 
by some of the insidious forces of nature. 


The Grain Shippers’ Association of North- 
west Iowa will soon have an elevator mutual fire 
insurance company, which will insure grain ele- 
vators exclusively and at cost. The elevator 
men are not going into the insurance business to 
make a fortune, but to obtain relhef from the ex- 
tortionate rates of the stock companies. If the 
association is organized and managed on con- 
servative lines, it should be given the official in- 
dorsement of every grain dealers’ association — 
and the hearty support of every elevator owner. 


It will be remembered that at a recent meet- 
ing of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
Mr. Stickney announced that he had matured 
a plan to keep the rolling stock of the Chicago 
& Great Western Railroad employed. He pro- 
posed to buy grain and transport it over his own 
line when convenient and profitable, and over 
rival lines when rates were unremunerative. 
That Mr. Stickney was not bluffing seems evi- 
dent from the incorporation in Iowa of the Mer- 
chants’ Warehouse Company of Dubuque, with 
a capital stock of $500,000. The incorporators 
include Mr. Stickney and are all St. Paul men. 


The originator of the Interstate Commerce 
law says he proposes to have the law amended 
so as to make common carriers responsible for 
the actual amounts receipted for. The amend- 


}ment applies entirely to grain shipments, on 


which the loss in transit is considerable. If a 
large steal is wrong, so is a small one, the prin- 
ciple is the same in both cases. If the law is 
to be amended, it should be amended so as to 
inake carriers liable for all shortages. It would 
also be right to require them to receipt for the 
full amount received. A clean bill of lading 


“might prompt them to operate their public ele- 
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vators at terminals instead of leasing them to the 
present dockers and shortage causers. 


The barley dealers of the West who ship to 
Chicago threw away $1,259 last month for a 
grading that is of no use to thera. Over 5,000 
cars of barley were received at Chicago and in- 
spected in, yet the members of the barley trade 
paid no attention to the grading. It 
not different at other grain centers. The barley 
trade has learned that the grading of the regular 
grain inspectors is of no value to them, so do 
not heed it. The grading of barley should be 
improved or abolished. 


is 


During the general grain car famine last 
month some cofn arrived at Cincinnati in bad 
condition. J. W. Fisher had one car delayed in 
transit so long that when it arrived it had 
heated. After submitting the case to the 
Chamber of Commerce Inspection Committee 
the case was settled privately by compromise. 
The rail carriers, although to blarne for the loss, 
were not held liable. Some of the state courts 

~ have held that carriers must make good any loss 
due to delay in transit. The schedule time of 
trains, plus 48 hours, should be considered a 
reasonable time for delivery. 


News comes from New York that Thomas 
A. McIntyre, president of the Brooklyn Wharf 
and Warehouse Co., has received a ten days’ 
option on a controlling interest in the stock of 
the International Elevating Co. This latter 
company has a capital stock of $2,200,000 and 
controls nineteen: elevators, with a transfer ca- 
pacity of 113,000 bushels per hour. Of course, 
the purpose of the move is to practically con- 
solidate the elevator interests of New York and 
vicinity and probably maintain the charge of 
t4 cents per bushel for transferring grain, while 
the law only allows 2 of a cent. 


The bucketshop keepers—always extremely 
careful of their patrons’ interests—have used the 
recent action of the Government in barring 
them from the mails as an excuse for not settling 
with customers. The bucketshop sharks ‘will 
be able to find a satisfactory number of credu- 
lous chasers after Mammon as long as the 
Government will permit the use of the mails for 
the advancement of their fraudulent schemes. 
The suckers will bite if given an opportunity, 
and the encouragement given legitimate enter- 
prises will be dwarfed to just the extent of their 
contributions to the sharks’ coffers. 


Some of us “out West” who are accustomed 
to take the superior fertility of Western soil for 
granted can hardly believe the figures of the 
average yield of cereals in the different states. 
Everybody knows that Missouri and Kansas are 
fertile states and great corn growers. And 
everybody also knows that New York and Penn- 
sylvania are not great corn states and have large 
sections of territory which a Western man would 
not take as a gift, for farming purposes. And 
yet New York raises 37.7 bushels of corn per 
acre and Pennsylvania 37.1, while Kansas and 
Missouri show up with 27.1 and 26.3 bushels 
respectively, per acre. Of course this showing 
does not show the relative fertility oi the two 
localities. If this were an exceptional year it 
might not indicate anything but favorable or un- 
favorable crop conditions. But the same rela- 


tive disproportion between some of the poorest 
agricultural Eastern states and the best agricul- 
tural Western states keeps up year after year, 
the Eastern states always showing the best yield. 
Consequently it must indicate that the Eastern 
farmer is ahead of his Western brother in tech- 
nical knowledge of his calling. 


The strength developed by the markets is 
evidently not fictitious; the so-called statistical 
position would show that the demand for wheat 
is legitimate; the situation in India, the Argen- 
tine, in Russia, and, in fact, in all wheat-growing 
countries, has justified an advance. How much 
of an advance is justified is another question. 
There is no telling how much wheat there is in 
the world as the result of the crops since 1801. 
It will take some time to develop what the sup- 
ply is. An enhancement of price over the aver- 
age of the past three years is assured, but we 
would not endeavor to prophesy the extent or 
permanence of that advance. 


MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM CAR- 
LOADS. 


The members of the Central and Western 
Traffic Associations are satisfied with a mini- 
mum limit weight on carload grain of 24,000 
pounds and grant the carload rate on ship- 
ments where the car contains that amount or 
more. But some of the little 2x4 roads which 
run a train across a county now and then are 
far from satisfied with any such regulation. 
They know they will get no grain that can go 
by other lines, so mulet shippers, who are com- 
pelled to patronize them, whenever they get 
an opportunity. 

One of the roads which seems to be bur- 
dened with an unusual amount of nearsighted- 
ness in its freight department is the I. D. & 
W. Ry. Instead of striving to encourage the 
shipment of grain over its line, it seems to 
be determined to tax the business out of 
existence. An example of its bright manage- 
ment, for which it finds an excuse in its poor 
equipment, is the establishing of a minimum 
and maximum weight of narrow range for car- 
loads. It fixed the minimum at 4,000 pounds 
less and the maximum at 4,000 pounds more 
than the marked capacity of the car, except 
that no carload should be less than 28,000 
pounds. 

Its rules provide that agents shail refuse to 


issue bills of lading for cars loaded in excess. 


of 4,000 pounds above marked capacity, and 
then, instead of providing scales so a shipper 
can tell when he has so loaded a car, or an 
agent to watch him, it turns around and at- 
tempts to confiscate all of his profits and part 
of his capital by charging him double on that 
part of the load in excess of its maximum limit. 

Suffern, Hunt & Co. of Decatur, Ill, who 
operate at a number of stations, loaded 40,865 
pounds of corn into an 1. & D. W. 30,000-pounds 
capacity car at Garretts and were charged an 
extra six cents on the amount above 34,000 
pounds. They also loaded 28,045 pounds into 
an I. D. & W. 36,000-pound capacity car and 
were charged for 32,000 pounds. At another 
time they loaded 31,500 pounds into a 50,000- 
pound capacity car and were charged the reg- 
ular rate on 48,000 pounds. 

Naturally Suffern, Hunt & Co. objected to 


any such extortion and appealed to the Inter- 
State Commerce Commission, which granted a 
hearing, but has not yet rendered its decision. 
There seems to be no for the 
carrier being favored exaction, 
but it matters not what the decision will be, the 
trade cannot bear any such taxation. The mar- 
gin of profit is so very small that shippers would 
soon be driven out of business. 

There is one feature of the case the I. D. & 
W. officials seemed to have overlooked en- 
tirely. The duty of common carriers, as held by 
the courts, is to load their own cars. Then, 
surely, it ill becomes them to attempt to mulct 
the shipper who performs this service for them 
without compensation, when he, at long inter- 
vals, unavoidably or by error breaks one of 
their many petty rules regarding carloads. 


chance 


in such 


Mike McCarthy and Mr. Whembhoff of Dalton City, 
Ill., recently patented a portable elevator. 


The Barnard & Leas Mfg. Co. of Moline, Ill., has 
been experiencing a large foreign demand for its 
machines. 

An international exhibition of gas motors and gas 
heating and illuminating apparatus has been or- 
ganized at Gouda, Holland. 

Daniel Wilde & Son, manufacturers of grain load- 
ers at Washington, Iowa, exhibited a grain weigher 
and scoop board at the recent exposition at St. Louis, 
Mo. 

The 8S. Howes Co., Silver Creek, N. Y., writes us 
that business is very good, with orders on its 
books ahead to keep it running right along, and 
the outlook for the future exceedingly bright. 

The B. 8S. Constant Co. of Bloomington, Ill, writes 


us: “Business is picking up with us since the elec- 
tion. We have received more orders during the past 


three weeks than we did in three months’ time be- 
fore the election.” 

Gustave Wenzleman of Streator, Ill., has been 
granted a patent on an elevator and dump which are 
said to possess superior features. Mr. Wenzleman 
intends to manufacture and put his elevator and 
dump on the market. 


The J. B. Allfree Mfg. Co. of Indianapolis, Ind., 
is manufacturing compound condensing automatic 
engines in small sizes, for which an economy is 
claimed of 40 per cent. That is equal to saving one 
year’s fuel bill every 30 months. 


Now that the election is over there will be some 
business doing. To get your share you should let the 
people know who, what and where you are, and 
what you can do. To do this in the most expeditious, 
effective and economical manner you should adver- 
tise in the “American Elevator and Grain Trade.” 


H. Lee Heidenreich, secretary of the Heidenreich 
Construction Company of Chicago, said recently that 
he regarded the result of the election as the prelimi- 
nary to a great boom in the building line. Several 
of the railroads have been figuring on large elevators 
in South Chicago and Chicago, but have delayed 
negotiations for the result of the election. 


The Lambert Gas and Gasoline Engine Company 
has removed its general offices from Indianapolis 
to Anderson, Ind., where the works are located. The 
company took advantage of a temporary lull in busi- 
ness preceding the election to perfect some improyve- 
ments which will be seen on all engines going out 
hereafter. The consolidation of the works and gen- 
eral offices is the beginning of a systematic campaign 
for business that the company expects will result 
profitably. The company’s new catalogue is in 
course of preparation, and will soon be ready for dis- 
tribution. 

The patent law of Mexico has been amended so 
that the owner of a patent is obliged to prove to 
the Department of Encouragement at the end of 
each five years of the life of the patent that, with a 
view of maintaining it for another five years, he has 
paid into the treasury the sum of $50 at the close of 
the first five years, or $75 at the expiration of ten 
years, and $100 at the expiration of fifteen years. 
Persons who up to the promulgation of this law 
shall have lost their patents under section 3, article 
37 of the law of June.7, 1890, may avail themselves 
of the benefits of this law to save their patents, pro- 
vided they pay the proper fees within three months 
of such promulgation. But the patent thus revived 
is without prejudice to the rights acquired by other 
parties subsequently to the declaration of forfeiture. 
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RANGE OF PRICES AT CHICAGO. 


The daily range of prices for cash grain at Chicago 
since October 15 has been as follows: 
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RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 
PEORIA. 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay at 
Peoria, Il]., during the month of October, as com- 
pared with the same period of the preceding year, 
were, according to R. C. Grier, secretary of the 
Board of Tre vde, as follows: 


Receipts. Shipments. 
Articles. = 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Wheat, bushels 196,800 168,600 157,400 109,900 
Corn, bushels : ..| 1,778,350) 1,788,540) | 886,750) — 791,700 
Oats, bushels...........:- 2,881.000} 3,129,900) 2,693,050} 2,783,600 
Barley, bushels........... 247,900 345,800} 217,000}. 299,600 
IRVGn DUSLOIS| Je cumenasne 27,600 21,000 6,000: 14,400 
Mill Feed, tons........... 4380 1.110 5.122) 6,224 
Seeds, pounds........ an 270,000} 3,300,000} 300.000) 1,836,360 
Broom Corn, pounds,.... 330,000 435,000 272,550 373,490 
PAEGY, PUTAS Is orate rts telatstctslyeeratete 1,040 5,410 A4 2,000 
WMiour, DArrels)...s <jax <0 27,825 22,650 27,600 29,850 
Spirits and Liquors, bbls. 975 2,780 31,063 17,636 
Syrup and Glucose, bbls.. 4,300 1,074 37,081 42,432 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
BUFFALO. 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay at 
Buffalo, N. Y., during the month of October, as 
compared with the same period of the preceding year, 
were, according to Wm. Thurstone, secretary of the 
Merchants’ Exchange, as follows: 


Receipts by Lake.|Shipm’ts by Canal. 
Articles. 
at alee at ee | 1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
*Holiday. +Free on board, switched and delivered. +On track | Wheat, bushels.......... 8,072,484] 6,649,200) 1.688.347) 1,236,278 
to go to store. Corn, bushels........... 9.181.559] 6,953,430 292.555| 203,433 
~ z = a = “ Q@atsy DuUShelss < ve <cvaseme 4,932,090} 3.522.950} 1,292,615 243,143 
During the week ending October 17 Prime Contr act | Barley, bushel: 4.447,193| 2,751,110] 1,397,542] 1,182,538 
Timothy sold at $2.5214@2.55 per cental, Prime Con- | Rye, bushels... -+;| 889,500} — 200,800 Sr 
rer Seed at $8.00@8.25, Hungarian at $0.45 | Grass seed, bags......... 31.80% 2,371 
tract Clover Seed at $8.00@8.25, jan Flaxseed, bushel 1,734/512| 1.434.488 
@0.60, German Millet at $0.45@0.60, buckwheat at | Hay, tons................ not rep’t./not rep’t. 
$0.60@0.70 per 100 pounds. Flour, barrels...... 1,586,353! 1,377,670 
During the week ending October 24 Prime Contract * Pounds. 
Timothy sold at $2.50@2.65 per cental, Prime Con- 
tract Clover Seed at $8.50@9.00, Hungarian at $0.40 RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 


@0.60, German Millet at $0.45@0.65, buckwheat at 
$0.65@0.75 per 100 pounds. 

During the week ending October 31 Prime Contract 
Timothy sold at $2.45@2.50 per cental, Prime Con- 
tract Clover Seed at $7.50@8.50, Hungarian at $0.40 
@0.60, German Millet at $0.45@0.65, buckwheat at 
¥0.55@0.75 per 100 pounds. 

During the week ending November 7 Prime Con- 
tract Timothy sold at $2.50@2.55 per, cental, Prime 
Contract Clover Seed at $7.75@8.00, Hungarian at 
$0.40@0.60, German Millet at $0.45@0.65, buckwheat 
at $0.55@0.70 per 100 pounds. , 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 
NEW ORLEANS. 


The receipts and sbtemente of grain, etc., at New 
Orleans, La., during the month of October, as com- 
pared with the same period of the preceding year, 
were, according to Hy. H. Smith, secretary of the 
Board of Trade, as follows: 


Receipts. Shipments. 

Articles. - - , 

1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Wheat, bushels........... 298.258 1,950 745,469 2,800 
Gorn; DUSHeIS 25). a5. 787,078 917.053) 2,961,661 883,930 
OatssbusShels! y.o scree. +.- 212,425 138 204 42,876 20.629 
Rough Rice, sacks ....... 148,141 279,882 84,284 216,745 
Clean Rice, barrels....... 397 5p 20.640 45,195 
Flour. barr els. me at 52. 2.201 59, 9801 25,047} 17,219 


Rollowing” is Seotey wy eee account of the 
movement of rice to November 1: Rough rice, in 
sacks: Receipts since August 1, 301,481 in 1896; 
503,167 in 1895. Distribution since August 1, 237,- 
784 in 1896; 442,929 in 1895. Total stock in first and 
second hands: August 1, 83,223 in 1896; 45,469 in 
1895; November 1, 146,919 in 1896, 105,707 in 1895; 
October 1, 83,062 in 1896, 46,570 in 1895. Clean rice, 
in barrels: Receipts since August 1, 2,064 in 1896, 
55 in 1895. Sales reported since August 1, 55,262 in 
1896, 96,080 in 1895. Total stock in first and second 
hands: No. 1, November 1, 16,041 in 1896, 17,580 in 
-1895; October 1, 12,653 in 1896, 13,175 in 1895; 
No. 2, November 1, 1,828 in 1896, 3,578 in 1895; 
October 1, 496 in 1896, 3,212 in 1895. 


An authority on cotton seed as feed says that the 
very best feed is the cotton seed hulls and meal 
mixed made at the oil mills. 


The coal companies at the head of the lakes are 
being greatly inconvenienced because of their in- 
ability to secure cars enough in which to ship their 
coal to western points. The grain trade has cap- 
tured the bulk of the cars, and when they are thus 
used shippers object to them being used for coal, 
as it makes the wheat dirty. After the close of navi- 
gation wheat receipts will cease to a great extent, 
and coal men will be able to get all the cars neces- 
sary.—Marine Record. 


MINNEAPOLIS. 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay. at 
Minneapolis, Minn., during the month of October, 
as compared with the same period of the preceding 
year, were, according to G. D. Rogers, secretary of 
the Chamber of Commerce, as follows: 


Receipts. Shipments. 
Articles. ~ 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Wheat, bushels..... » e+} 12,944,970] 14,471.490 973,140] 2,856,940 
Corn; bushels. acsiccens 146.810 36.720 7,340 6.790 
Oats, bushels.... 1,451.860 895,880} 1,253,850 368,760 
Barley, bushels 1,043,590} = 238,250} = 331,360 28,660 
IRYONDUSTIOIS 1 vecacintie stem ste 112,610 48,940 56,610 20,250 
Flaxseed, bushel shames 451,050 568,760 204,640 232,030 
Hay bOus ® 3.'5 2,164 2,288 46 48 
Flour, barrels. 12,548 14,309] 1,517,074] 1,209,682 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
DETROIT. 


AT 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay at 
Detroit, Mich., during the month of October, as 
compared with the same period of the preceding 
year, were, according to I*. W. Waring, secretary of 
the Board of Trade, as follows: 


ISGAPSTOS. Receipts, Shipments. 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Wheat, bushels...-....... 492.264 296,015 304,925 296,048 
Corn, bushels... 128,862 107,134 30,345 27,716 
Oats, bushels. . 362,871 222,602 75271 19,466 
Barley, bushels . 92,455 WL D7 GW cee sc aslenillamenteeeete 
Rye, bushels....... 260,348 15,028 213,258 9,096 
FEB Y:, BOWLS. Ssaaterie ats vty ate sel | Aue jatavetetesel| ime ei unreaae a | eee eee aire nic ne 
Pour, barrels eee 39,675 17,520 22,200 11,350 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 
CINCINNATI. 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, during the month of October, 
as compared with the same period of the preced- 
ing year, were, according to C. B. Murray, superin- 
tendent of the Chamber of Commerce, as follows: 


Receipts. Shipments. 
Articles, = 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Wheat, bushels 128,067 164,574 75,507} = 107,581 
Corn, bushels. 278,590 189.350 41.552 39,704 
Oats: DUSHCIS Sy concen 479,928 580,185 296,298 161,676 
Barley, bushels........... 142,528 807,860 1,420 705 
Rye, bushels..... 42,699 27.733 10,880: 6,060 
Clover Seed, bags. sao 3,785 3.863 2,182 3,212 
Timothy Seed, bags...... 9,837 11,520 4.917 3 648 
Other grass seeds, bags. . 1,798 6,161 3,746 4,867 
Hay, tons...... 9.045 5,731 1,483 1.239 
Flour, barrels. 157,514 216,096 110,873 168,333 
| Malt, bushels.. 50,368 43,907 


23,275 35,737 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 
CHICAGO. 


The following table, compiled by George F. Stone, 
secretary of the Board of Trade, shows the receipts 


and shipments at Chicago during October, 1896 and 
1895,.of seeds, hay and broom corn: 
Other 
Grass | Flax- | Broom 
Receipts. |Timothy |Clover,| Seeds, | seed, Corn, Hay, 
lbs. lbs. lbs. bu. lbs. tons. 
1806.50 pye,010 «7 8,091 .250|2,762,715| %82,973)2,159,593) 2,133,035 25,710 
189B. <0... 6,214,184) 565,785) 497,660|2,326,484 2) 97 5, 323 36,129 
Palpments 
NSG6E Se aiaers 5,084 ,522/2,202,259/2 698.234] 464,138) 1,273,279 2,511 
USO ceta-os 5,199,089] 235.137] 817,568|1.307,165| 1,167,595 5,144 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 
ST. LOUIS. 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay at 
St. Louis, Mo., during the month of October, as 
compared with the same period 6f the preceding 
year, were, according to George H. Morgan, secretary 
of the Merchants’ Exchange, as follows: ~ 


Receipts. Shipments. 

Articles. | 

1896. 1895. 1896, 1895. 
Wheat, bushels........... 1,234,968) 1,491,742) 832,318) 758,202 
Corn, DUSHEIS!..... slecersone 3.136.660 314,348) 2,702,772 441,334 
Oats, bushels.......%....5 1,261,886} 1,848,376] 672,925). 626,765 
Barley, DUSHEIG dere ce 1.74) 11,416 4,655 
, : 61,283 44/260 
4,941 13,824 
231,674 213) 483 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 
SAN FRANCISCO. 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay at San 
Francisco, Cal., during the month of October, 
as compared with the same period of the preced- 
ing year, were, according to T. C. Friedlander, secre- 
tary of the Produce Exchange, as follows: 


Receipts. Shipments. 
Articles. —_ . 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895, 
Wheat, cents. scaretrtara tS 1,594,017) 1,307,761) 1,542,084) 1,181 798 
Corn, é see 17,16 21,4 317 
Oats, Se ative 5 } 3,130 
Barley, ‘ 648,749 
Rye, D7, 15] 
K laxseed, pushelsiis esa “9 (8120s A88;B54 ee weaeilnee 
Hay, tons 823 
Flour, barrels 103,450 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 
MILWAUKEE. 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay at_ 


Milwaukee, Wis., during the month of October, as 
compared with the same period of the preceding 


year, were, according to Wm. J. Langson, secretary 
of the Chamber of Commerce, as follows: 
Receipts. Shipments. 
Articles. ————— [> 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Wheat, bushels.... ...,.. 1,590,000) 1,750,570 629,300 995,100 
Corn, bushels.... . ».|  'B02:250 98,600} 185,650 13,5 
Oats, bushels.. 1,800,000) 1.012.000} 1,708,100] 1,088,265 
Barley, bushels. 2,607,000] 2,516,075) 1,677,994) 1,485,924 
Rye, bushels. . 330,395 146,175 226,300 42,565 
Grass Seed, pou sseesss| 1,663,130 331,530} 1,078 410 248,420 
Flaxseed, bushels Bega cape 147,265 113,590) 99,800 49,300 
Hay, tons Afae 2,488 1,842 330 66 
Flour, barrels 208,750 304,670 315,302 364,272 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS AT 
DULUTH. 


The receipts and shipments of grain and hay at 
Duluth, Minn., during the month of October, as 
compared with the same period of- the preceding 
year, were, according to Frank E. Wyman, secretary 
of the Board of Trade, as follows: 


Receipts. Shipments. 
Articles. 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 

Wheat, bushels.. Sraacecere 10,118,518] 9,664,147! 8,950,839} 8,083,153 
Corn, bushels.. SA pl og B2B54y cee Zai|) Od 728i eee ae 
Oats, bushels. . 494) 093 215,185 140,955 59,886 
Barley, bushels. . 2,759,162} 889,373} 1,806.31 707,490 
Rye, bushels). 3-6... ~ 309,928 131,531 222.279 103,824 
GrassSeed, pounds .-/..dillgeceneieseall: secre de | aenee en eee 
Flaxseed, bushels........| 2,485,449] 2,066,895] 1,282,041] 984,011 
Blour, barrels. .c0....+ 0 851,490 613,795) 1,192,385 682,100 
Flour production Duluth ‘ 

and Superior........... 409,530;  369,345|..........].... Siniahsi sta 


A good many railroads, and especially those in the 
Northwest, have been suffering severely from the 
depredations of grain thieves since the busy season 
opened. Mike Sayaye, a Pole, was recently arrested 
at Duluth for stealing from a car, and the officials 
hope through him to unearth those who are pur- 
chasing the grain from the thieves. . 
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INSPECTED RECEIPTS AT CHICAGO. 


According to the report of Chief Grain Inspector 
D. W. Andrews, the grain received at Chicago dur- 


VISIBLE SUPPLY OF GRAIN. 


The following table shows 
grain Saturday, Noy. 7, 1896, as compiled by George 


the visible supply of 


2 Sha oe ot Oe tober oi sei mw ae eraaed as) tol; F. Stone, secretary of the Chicago Board of Trade: 
ows: Ms 
WINTER WHEAT. 
In Store at Wheat Corn, Oats, Rye, Barley, 
White.| Tard. Red. bu. Bu. bu. bu. Bu. 
Railroad. No Aiba 
A ! ree eee real pincae een 40,000] 100,000].......... 30,000 
2)3| 4)1| 2 | 3 |1) 2) 3 | 4 |Gde. | paltimore.... 651,000) 1,163,000 1,649,000 144,000] ...... 2... 
rag 2 faa Boston..... ..| 1,778,000 338.000 OL) OO re sroc ete all ei bfalsaas sare 
i : ee a re a Be 178 a Buffalo. ee 1'902}000| 404,000] 168,00c| £41,000] 969,000 
: 7 Gia SET Wade ccncitel ae ee roan ek Maw encase dine a pad 
ca S . ate vefesfesfes Y | 5 a 3 Chicago........ 6,463,000} 3,135 000] 77,000) 357,000 
nois Central .... . so al haa ae ae £ OSC OMG tallies ete le rsvers ciel Vetetatetete ais da flo siere wlalinints elllib pieueln w aisieipiolevnalasa essisia 
Freeport Div., I. C..... cafee[ee[er[erss[eces|ee[eses[eeee|eensteeeees Cincinnati 4.000 12,000 4.000 44-000 
Galena Div., C. WN. Wee eelttcilfctelllenile UNI BON antes oe 4 TAG A tats. « Desrolte ee. 44/000 58,000 50/000 
ee G& NW... 4p 1 Pied ier Goes : 3 es sete q:} Duluth wees. 53,000] 541,000} 408,000 
BDASD 20. eee vee eee eee Beles: Eiteie “ Gos eutloats, \|Receae sdlonbre ei callltoae eae else cokes 
MO MOORE Us 0:0 tngiere sin einen ae ASilasiieo,[seud tier, 4) 23) 24 2 Indianapolis... ; 125, “O00 AO0|ie. tees 
C., M. & St. P.. 3}..| 11} 6) 4 1 | Kansas City...) 548.000] 34,000] 112,000 8,000 
oe Central. Pal “eet tales fe eae Milwaukee op aa 458,000 4,000 . 4000 86,000 
CAE OCG CTERL VEST «3)'. f NOGA | eae aca | alae Oe SAT OMIA ef clancrncee sels Lae eiohe eto So tina slaving: «> Ae 
A., T&S. Be... see sees 53] 435).., 8) a7) 65 2 | Minneapolis...| 17,442,000 9,000] 220,000 5,000; 32,000 
E., aaa CTS Go baa esaacen met aittenH is iY a Pell oe Pa AS oes Montreal....... 542,000 50,000 513.000 14.000 64.000 
Through and special....|.-|..)..)..].-..| 12)..[ 13) 13) 14 1 | New York..... ¥ 162,000] 4,615,000 8,022,000 130,000 555,000 
5 dovmahoatin. .|a.caee.c [esos 83,000 3,000 
Yotal each grade....... 23}10| 6|..| 227|1370]..| 102] 187| 474] 65 eae se ee ee Les 
Total winter wheat....|..|..|401..|....|15971. oan 828 | Peoria..... .... 200,000 81.000 564,000 21,000 
* No grade. Philadelphia .. 490,000) 1 tO ee La 000 See 
e 7 St. Louis....... 3,132.000 02,000 9,000. 2, 
ade SSL ANE Cok : Ce afloat...|....... ree a Soy capil eae! 
tos si Oui ts |) Moledox.-.- 5 os 755, 15) 9, 90; 
TSH eae s| s = 2s do. afloat 
Seles lho pie # | 2 |e |} Loronto. teeta 
Railroad. =e |2)3) 4] © | |S | On Canals. 424/000) 421,000} 355,000} 191,000 
elieto Sule veloc | On bakes 1,844,000} 8,678,000] 912,000} — 197,000 
2/3) 4 A |2|3/2 3. On Miss. River 80, 58,000 1 O00|teatses aises 
C., B. & QQ... eee cece eee efector [oe ee es 104)1267) 35 2| 826]..) 41 otal... .... 59,923,000) 19,294,000] 12,443,000] 2,670,000 
C., R. L. & Po... ee eee ee 2 290) 127 8 6 Corresponding 
Chicago & Bien ocd ace eMiliarallieyetontere fie eis inylts,= er a seseeefenden . date 1895...... 86,936,000] 4,627,000} 5,289,000] 1.160.000 
Tilinois Central.......... "2 \jbal ecdon shy POM Ble aee ae ae 
* Freeport Div., 1. C.. ../..|-.).....}ees Bl Co) mg Ween eed ae 
Galena Div., C. & N. W.. a eae 61217) 188 es eieales 
oe CL& IN. Wee ofa. eefereres Shera uls re 11| WHEAT RECEIPTS AT PRIMARY 
De rh or choot ccdacealee ox steelers MARKETS. 
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Wisconsin Central...... 3 Se BONG \isoaty SehG) ane SRPrICanD ale ; tinea, ; 
Chicago & Great West,..}..|.-|..-+.- AG ADI Blancas 14 The wheat receipts at nine primary markets during 
Pe ile SA lear ee “Sl 104 ms eg ele the nineteen weeks ending Noy. 7, for the last three 
. Dhrough and special....|..)*i]......| 181] 49) 2]...... pean: according to the Cincinnati Price Current were 
= ee as follows: 
Total each grade...... ../21 2) 334/4271] 483] 28) 9/35] 1/18 | 
Total spring wheat....|..[22].....- Esai see sen n oalaS | Pala). ..|09 ‘one ee as 
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Ee WMOLECO ine cease eco 4.686, 000 3.943,000|" 11,334,000 
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Railroad. — ee |) 2a Sul Aes a Karisas (City . cme csbec cs oe 4,642,000]. 4,824,000 5,159,000 
3 S Weineinnath sc: ..dresde 557,000 497,000 516,000 
36| 3,858] 486] 159] 30] Winter.........:...... 20,311,000 18,115,000 27,374,000 
38 9] 1,911] 747) 135 6 
ago & Alton 859] 121] 182} 35} 546] 64] 80] 11 | Chicago.................. 14,678,000 11,602,000 18,893,000 
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Wisconsin Central Sreveais «ll fatate 6 eeleaaevel es Bapea\n seats salrnsrs 
oT. eee re cae 356] 24] 44| 3] 339] G4] 21] 4 Receipts at Minneapolis this season include some 
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Gree NeWe. |e] 871219) 8h 17). 2) 2) 88 alee ee. October. .... 2,014,920) 1,957,450) 515,159) 1,026,467 
Rae vey 5 1] 13] 14] 639 oR, ale 4 3 | November.. 1,202,300) 0)... «emer 462,422 
en ce OES ne 191 64| 850 se 9| gl 16 1 | December........ 817,650 honpsogs8e 452,984 
ees: ae "| ong 1047 M5 652 eile 20 14 Gl. ae ee Paaeags * Soe AOD SAAC tes 
isconsin Central....|..].... Fis: Beep haraea So Peon A eesrrgies Ooo OS dar AL | etal lelebe ste ee Tov,o02 
Chicago « Great West.|..| 2 411} 58 Ne aa 7 n 2 nee see oer seo eee 
Oren of HS) aia) a] tar if aa atc: | May 273,350) ur 
PI Wa shs esta Ast a ek 3, eve 
G@isoneh ind special.,|..) 13) 8f/ 12/ 160)../-.) 10) 80r 18) 1b Sutye ecceececcese cechicecene 409,750) ... 546,239 
ee a cP Total bushels......... 5,412,560) 9,458,550] 2,975,881| 5,857,785 
* White Clipped. 
Y. 
ae oe _ | EXPORTS FROM ATLANTIC PORTS. 
2 Ons The exports of breadstuffs, as compiled by George 
Railroad. £ & ce | F. Stone, secretary of the Chicago Board of Trade, 
3 S af from the Atlantic ports during the two weeks ending 
ie o | €5 | Nov. 7, as compared with same weeks last year, 
Sal) ats 4 5 Zz |.29 have been as follows: 
C., B. & tate 11,660 - = as 
, RI. Na seseeee 702 For week ending | For week ending 
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C. & B.T.. 1,700 | Oats, bushels... 8 744,000 74,000 
Sitiee c See aay fa Rye, ‘bushels. As ee ale aur. 000 aa 
Chicago & Great West. 47a? | one eS f 
BED: ATA) BGS cn ane uatod 1,781 
BU Tae Foe since aeiserentonse cael 2471 
Through and special.. ’ A farm enemy has been turned to account by a 
5 ee 52, 02 miller of Gastalia, S. D., who is using Russian 
es Gig ‘te ; thistles for fuel instead of coal. He offers $1.50 a 
Total grain, cars.....]..!..}.---]-++ ton for all the thistles the farmers can bring in, 


SCREENINGS. 


There’s an overproduction of cotton, 
An overproduction of corn; 

Too much of everything is grown, 
Too many people born; 

A surplus yield of wheat and bread, 
Of potatoes, oats and rye, 

Hog and hominy, ham and eggs, 
And home-made pumpkin pie. 


The phrase “dollar wheat” has but a 


dolorous sound. 
What is it that a farmer 
sure to have a crop? 


anything 


ean raise and always be 
A chicken. 

“Dreadful how the bicyele is running oats out of 
the market, isn’t it?’ “Yes, it is; but the crop of 
wild oats seems to be coming along about as usual.” 


“Since the crime of 1873,” said the argumentative 


boarder, “there has been no money in wheat.” 
“Really?” said the Cheerful Idiot. “I thought lots 


of fellows were making dougl» out of it right along.” 


Pessimism—‘Wheat’s purty high,” said the Post- 
master. “I’ve noticed it,” replied Farmer Corntos- 
sel. “It’s quite er s’prise.’ “Not ter me.” “You 
mean ter say you thought twas goin’ up?’ “Yep.” 
“Whut made ye?’ “I didn’t raise none.” 


“Ts there much corn raised in Germany?’ asked 
Birmingham. “If by the word corn you mean 
maize,” replied Manchester, “I don’t think any is 
raised in that country. Why do you ask?’ “I 
heard a man speak of Germany as the fodder land.” 


“Really, Mr. Graduate,’ said the broker to his 
new clerk, a this-year graduate of Yale, “I am very 
sorry, but after Saturday I shall have to dispense 
with your services. I, of course,.admire your en- 
thusiasm, but I really can’t stand having you giving 
your college yell every time the market rises a few 
points.” 


A farmer stopped in front of an electric light plant 
and asked a bystander: 

“What is that air buildin’, a factory?” 

“No, a plant,” came the answer. 

“What do they raise there?” 

“Currents,” replied the quick-witted bystander. 

“What are they worth a bushel” 

“We sell them by the shock. 

Farmer pulled his beard, scratched his head, and 
walked off with a puzzled look. 


DULUTH-LIVERPOOL WHEAT. 


Statement showing market value of No. 1 Hard 
wheat at Duluth on Oct. 23, 1896, as compared with 
actual sale of 8,000 bushels Duluth No, 1 Hard 
wheat on same day at Liverpool, for delivery in 
London e¢. i. f. (cost, freight and insurance), made 
by the railroad and warehouse commission, Noy. 9, 
1896: 

Cents. 

October 23, Duluth quotation for No. 1 Hard, 

71% cents Oe whi (LESS 
Duluth elevator and inspection ‘charges. nf. 85 
Lake freight and insurance, Duluth to Buffalo. 3.00 
Elevator charges and commission at Buffalo... 1.00 
Canal freight and insurance, Buffalo to New 

MOL Secen an cisis ie Mee pateiensye aah aie oielis tie shel aie ia enae AAO 
Elevator charges, etc., in New York, viz., de- 


murrage, towing, transferring and trimming. 1.50 
Ocean freight and insurance, New York to 
London ‘ efaeteiays Lae 
Shrinkage in w eight, Duluth to London. AS aoe 250 
Cost.in London ec. i. f... eae oy 
October 23, sold in Liverpool ‘for ‘London ‘de- 
livery, 1,000 quarters (8,000 bushels) Duluth 
No. 1 hard wheat at 32s. 9d. per quarter (480 
pounds), or 981% cents per bushel........... 98.25 
TURE LENCO. scars) canniliccsietaie's ci was Grune s «ee 5.00 


Showing that on that day the market in London 
was about 5 cents above that of Duluth. 


Statement of receipts and shipments of wheat at 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore for 
the month of October, 1896, as compared with cor- 
responding month in 1895: 

Receipts—October, 1896, 9,080,372 
ber, 1895, 4,658,932 bushels; excess, 
bushels. 

Shipments—Oectober, 1896, 
ber, 1895, 2,930,942 bushels; 
bushels. 


bushels; 
1896, 


Octo- 
4.421.440 


Octo- 
1,839,020 


4,769,962 bushels; 
excess, 1896, 


It is said that an Hastern firm which has a process 
of manufacturing a eattle feed from corn stalks, 
which it claims to be a very nutritious and valuable 
feed, is seeking a location in the West, and may 
establish a factory at Galesburg, Il. 


The Grain Shippers’ Association of Northwest 
Iowa will soon be prepared to furnish mutual in- 
surance to all grain elevator owners at cost. Ele- 

yatorv men who have been paying three to five times 
too much for their insurance should be prompt in 
placing their business with this new company, 
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AMERICAN ELEVATOR AND GRAIN TRADE. 


COMMUNICATED 


[ We invite correspondence from everyone in any way interested 
in the grain trade, on all topics connected therewith. We wish to 
sec a general exchange of opinion on all subjects which pertain to 
the interest of the trade at large, or any branch of it.] 


BEST WISHES FOR ORGANIZATION. 
Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—1 
hope that a complete organization of the Grain 
Dealers’ National Association will be effected. 
Yours truly, CHAS. HUBBELL. 
sradshaw, Neb. 


PLEASED WITH PROSPECT OF ORGANIZA- 
TION. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—1 am 
glad to see there is prospect of a Grain Dealers’ Na- 
tional Association. I want to attend the meeting at 
Chicago November 9. 

Yours truly, 1 

Carthage, Ill. 


M. CUTLER. 


WILL JOIN. 

Editor American Blevator and Grain Trade:—I 
am in hearty approval of the movement and wish 
to be enrolled as a member. I will subscribe to its 
constitution and by-laws. 
Yours very truly, 
Kan. 


IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 

Blevator and Grain Trade:—We 

think the movement for the organization of the 

Grain Dealers’ National Association is a step in 

the right direction, and it ought to be pushed along. 
BUSBY BROS. 


J. W. THOMAS. 


Home, 


Editor American 


Lebanon, Ind. 
GREAT GOOD WILL RESULT. 
Hditor American Elevator «and Grain Trade:—1 
am in sympathy with the movement and think great 
good will result from the organization of a national 


association. Wishing you all possible success, I am, 
Very truly yours, G. A. STIBBENS 
Coburg, Iowa. 


WILL GIVE HEARTY SUPPORT. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade :—We will 
give the Grain Dealers’ National Association our 
support in any way we can. We wish our name pre- 
sented to association for membership. And if we 
are not present we will have it presented. 

Yours, ete., WM. MAXWELL & SON, 

New Berlin, Ill. R. E. Maxywell. 


WILL HELP ALONG THE WORK. 

Editor American Blevator and Grain Trade:—1 
am sorry to say it will be impossible for me to 
attend the meeting of grain dealers in Chicago. I 
will gladly do all in my power to help the organiza- 
tion along, and hope your efforts will succeed. ~ 

Yours very truly, H. FF. KORRER. 


Mora, Minn. 


REGRET INABILITY TO ATTEND. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—We 
are sorry we cannot be represented at the contem- 
plated meeting of grain dealers in Chicago on the 
9th inst. We inclose $1.00 for one year’s subserip- 
tion to the “American Hlevator and Grain Trade.” 

Very truly, ERICSON & LARSON CO. 

Story City, Iowa. 


A CHARTER MEMBER. 

BHiditor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—\I 
fully intended coming to Chicago on the 9th, but my 
elevator is full of corn and cars are very scarce. 
This obliges me to stay here and look after busi- 
ness. Please enter my name as a charter member. 

Yours, J. M. BRAFFORD. 

Frankfort, Ind. 

WILL HELP THE WORK ALONG. 

Editor American Blevator and Grain Trade:—We 
think that no one should be allowed membership 
in the Grain Dealers’ National Association unless 
they are actually operating country elevators. We 
have noticed from some of the lists names of mem- 
. bers who were not operating country elevators. 
We wish to help the deal along as much as possible. 

Yours truly, 

PAUL AND KAINSAS CITY GRAIN CoO., 
J. W. Adams, Secretary and Treasurer. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


ST. 


IN ACCORD WITH THE 
MENT. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—\I 
am heartily in accord with the movement and am 
sure it will be beneficial to the trade generally. 
There should be a suitable remuneration for elevator 
men over transient shippers; remedy for shortages 
and more prompt and just settiement of claims; 
reciprocal demurrage charges and mutual elevator 
insurance. The millers have been phenomenally 
successful in the latter, reducing premiums fully 


HEARTILY MOVE- 


half, These are the especially important features, 
I think. I should suggest semi-annual meetings at 
least. 

Yours truly, H. BE. KINNEY. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 
Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—We 
congratulate you upon the prospect of the great 
effort you have made in organizing a national asso- 
ciation. You can count upon us as an applicant for 
membership, as we think it a step in the right direc- 
tion. 
Yours truly, C. D> NAPE: 
Sidney, Iowa. 


MOVE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 
Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—We 
hope to be represented at the meeting of grain 
dealers in Chicago by some one who will be able 
to attend from this line. It is a move in the right 
direction and should have the support of every regu- 

lar grain dealer. 
Yours truly, 
Valley, Iowa. 


H. H. DWIGHT. 
Rock 


WILL BE GLAD TO JOIN. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—We 
should be glad to join an association of grain dealers, 
as we believe much good can be accomplished by 
union. The program is a good one. We regret we 
cannot be present. Hoping the meeting will be the 
beginning of much good. 

Truly yours, 
LA CROSSE LUMBER AND GRAIN COMPANY. 

La Crosse, Kan. 


ADMIT ALL SHIPPERS. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—Kansas 
City, Mo., would be my choice for a meeting of the 
Grain Dealers’ National Association, and any time 
in November after the election. In my opinion all 
grain dealers who are doing a shipping business 
should be admitted to membership. 

Very truly yours, W. M. MITCHNER. 

Rossville, Kan. 


BELIEVES IN CONCERTED ACTION. 
Dditor American LHievator and Grain Trade;—I 
assure you I am in sympathy with the movement 
of forming a national association of grain dealers. 
I trust I will be able to identify myself with the 
association soon. I have been in the grain business 
for 22 years and realize the necessity of concerted 
action. 
Yours truly, J. BS Ouet 
Primghar, Lowa. 


WISHES FOR SUCCESS. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—\t 
notice that you have a great many interesting sub- 
jects to discuss at the meeting of grain dealers at 
Chicago. I think they cover about everything. At 
least I don’t think of anything new just now to sug- 
gest. IL regret that it will be impossible for me to 
attend. Wishing you success. 

Yours truly, 

Home City, Kan. 


J. B. WUESTER. 


GRAIN STORAGE CONTRACTS. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—It has 
been our custom to store grain at our elevators and 
issue certificates for it. We submit herewith one 
of our printed contracts for storage. We have used 
this form of certificate right along and secure a 
good deal of corn for storage in the manner indicated 
by it. There may be objectionable features in this 


blank, but it is the best we have been able to get. 
If any other dealers have contract blanks materially 
differing from chis we would like to see them in 
the “American Eleyator and Grain Trade.” 
Yours truly, BH. R. ULRICH & SON. 
Springfield, Ill. 


MUST GET RID OF SCALPERS AND SCOOP 
SHOVEL MEN. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—My 
best wishes are with you and I feel sure that what 
is done will be done for the best interests of the 
grain dealers. I would suggest that the member- 
ship be confined to parties who operate elevators of 
not less than 8,000 bushels’ capacity. The scalping 
element is what we want to get rid of as well as the 
scoop shovel brigade. 

Respectfully yours, 

Lenox, lowa. 


MEMBERSHIP PROBLEM SHOULD BE DIs- 
CUSSED. 

Editor American Blevator and Grain Trade:—It is 

very hard to say who should be admitted to mem- 

bership in the Grain Dealers’ National Association. 


K. DOCKSTADER. 


The question will require some discussion. We 
would suggest November 11, at Kansas City, Mo., 


the date and place for holding the meeting. The 9th 
comes on Monday, and it would be hard for some 
to get away so early in the week. 
Yours, JACKSON & TAYLOR. 
Corning, Kan. 


ORGANIZING IN NEBRASKA, 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—There 
was a good attendance of grain dealers at our recent 
meeting and a state organization was effected. We 
will meet again at Lincoln, Neb., on October 21, to 
perfect our state organization and to organize dis- 


trict associations. The state will be divided into 
four districts and each district organization will 


be subject to the state association. ‘ 
Very truly yours, WM. COON. 
Elmwood, Neb. 


WORKING TO HELP ALONG THE MOVEMENT. 
Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—Sick- 
ness prevented my attending the meeting of grain 

dealers at Chicago. I will cheerfully meet any as- 

sessment necessary to make our organization ef- 
fective. I think every member should make an es- 
pecial effort to enlist all of his neighboring grain 
dealers. I shall see personally or correspond with 
all in this vicinity. My best wishes are with you. 
Very truly yours, J. B. WARD. 


Gardner, Xan. 
WILL HELP. 
Editor American. Elevator and Grain Trade:—l 


cannot be with you on the 9th on account of sick- 
ness. Iam sure you are going to get started in good 
shape. Later I will try to do my part to make the 
association grow. I have been too much upside 
down to be able to offer any suggestion now, but_ 
assure you I shall do all I can to help along, believ- 
ing it a start that should have been made years ago. 
Yours truly, R. R. PALMER. 
Creston, Iowa. 


‘ A GOOD MOVE. 


Hiditor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—We 
notice that some of the trade object to scalpers 
being members of the Grain Dealers’ National Asso- 
ciation. If the majority of those who meet feel the 
same way, it will not change our opinion. We be- 
lieve it a good move, even though nothing is accom- 
plished save getting acquainted with each other. 
There seems to be too much jealously among the 


THIS CONTRACT CERTIFIES: 
DHE 6 


CC ee 


the following grain, on conditions set forth in aie contract: 
....Dushels 


1% cents per bushel per month on Wheat; 


pay for keeping and insurance, until sold, 
bushel per month on Corn and Oats. 


iets ae 


. Aas deposited with E. R. ULRICH & SON 
Bushels No.... 


we eee 0m which he ts to 


54 cent per 


VG 


Storage to begin... ccscece--..Lt is hereby agreed that said 
zs to sell above grain 10 Lh K AOL RICH 


SON, and 


at such Fine as he may choose, and that he ts to receive such prices as BE. R. ULRICH & SON are 


paying for same grade of grain, at same time and place. 


TRANSFERABLE, and inno case will grain be returned. 


NOT NEGOTIABLE or 


It is understood that this contract is 
Tt is also 


agreed, that in case advances are made on said grain, when value of grain less expenses accrued on 


same shall equalamount of advance and interest, 


then E. R. ULRICH & SON may settle and 


close out same with or without the consent of depositor. 


GRAIN STORAGE CONTRACT, 


AMERICAN ELEVATOR AND GRAIN TRADE. 
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ee 


grain buyers, each one trying to handle everything 
in sight, bidding up on his neighbor, ete. The sub- 
ject of weights and grade will more than likely be 
discussed. We venture the opinion that the people 
who have the latest improyed machinery for 
handling will do the least complaining. 
Wishing you success. 
GREENVILLE GRAIN Co., 
BE. A. Grubbs. 


ASSOCIATIONS SHOULD - APPOINT 
DELEGATES. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—Regard- 
ing the meeting for the organization of the Grain 
Dealers’ National Association, the proper course 
would be for state associations to appoint delegates. 

Nebraska has a new association. It was tem- 
porarily organized at Omaha, October 10, and the 
organization was perfected at a meeting held at 
Lincoln, October 21. 

Your's, 

Dawson, Neb. 


Greenville, Ohio. 
STATE 


M. McSWINEY. 


ADMUT NONE BUT REGULAR DEALERS. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—\ favor 
St. Louis, Mo., November 9, as the place and time 
for a meeting to organize the National Association. 
I do not believe in admitting anyone who is not a 
regular grain dealer. I do not think it would be 
right to refuse membership to regular established 
dealers at any point because they did not own a 
warehouse or elevator, as some may have other busi- 
ness in connection. 

Yours truly, 

Dunayvant, Kan. 


IN SYMPATHY WITH THE MOVEMENT. 


Editor American Blevator and Grain Trade:—\ 
am in hearty sympathy with the movement of form- 
ing a national association. I believe such an asso- 
ciation will be beneficial to ail who are interested 
in the grain trade. I am not in favor of limiting 
membership to country dealers, but for taking in 
all reputable commission firms and perhaps others 
who are directly interested in the business. I regret 
te say it looks as if I would be unable to attend the 
meeting. 

Yours truly, 

Jacksonville, Il. 


BE. J. SMILEY. 


BE. S. GREENLEAF. . 


ADMIT DEALERS IN BUSINESS ONE YEAR. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—Il am 
heartily in favor of organizing a Grain Dealers’ 
National Association. I would suggest Kansas City, 
Mo., as a good point at which to organize, as it is a 
centrally located grain market. I am in fayor of all 
grain men who have been in the business one year 
or more, and who are doing business in their own 
name, being admitted to membership. I know of 
no time more suitable than November 9 for holding 
a meeting. 

Yours truly. 

OCrisfield, Kan. 


THE WISEST STEP. 


Editor American Blevator and Grain Trade:—We will 
join the Grain Dealers’ National Association, the 
organization of which we believe to be one of the 
wisest steps the elevator and grain trade has ever 
taken. We esteemed it especially important in view 
of the fact that it will probably lead to a mutual 
grain dealers’ insurance association, and that it will 
put the grain shippers in position to be recognized 
on important matters in railroad circles, and before 
national Gommittees on subjects touching our inter- 
ests. 


W. Z. WILSON. 


Yours truly, HARTLEY BROS. 


Goodland, Ind. 


SHIPPING AT TACOMA. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—Ac- 
cording to the report of the harbormaster of the 
port of Tacoma, Wash., for the month of October 
the total exportation of breadstuffs was as fol- 
lows: Wheat, 344,532 bushels, valued at $255,062; 
flour, 32,008 barrels, valued at $84,923. Coastwise 
shipments of wheat 3,810 tons, of flour 1,025 tons. 
The inward registered tonnage was 73,057, inward 
cargoes 13,268 tons; outward registered tonnage 
138,828, outward cargoes 64,220 tons. Deep sea ar- 
rivals 53, departures 48. 

SAMUEL COLLYHER, 
Secretary Chamber of Commerce. 
Tacoma, Wash. 


ADMIT ESTABLISHED DEALERS AND ELE- 
VATOR MEN. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade :—I notice 
several communications regarding the organization 
of a Graim Dealers’ National Association from broth- 
ers in the grain trade. I want to say that I think 
this is a move in the right direction. In my opinion 
the proper method to be employed is for the grain 
dealers of each state to organize an association, and 
each state organization be a member of the national 
association. Im this way membership would be in 
reach of every eligible grain dealer. It would be 
best to admit only established grain dealers and 
country elevator men. I am in favor of the first 
meeting being held December 1, at St. Louis, Mo. 


I would be glad to hear from others in regard to the 
organizing of state associations. I wish the move- 
ment success. 
Yours, 
Labette, Kan. 


ELEVATOR TURNHEAD AND BIN 
TOR. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—Every 
elevator man realizes the necessity of having an ar- 
rangement whereby he can change his elevator dis- 
charge so that he can run his grain into any number 
of bins he chooses without haying to go to the top 
of the building every time he wants to change from 
one bin to another. The elevator I have charge of 
has 12 bins. When I took charge I found that every 
time I wanted to spout to another bin than I had 
been doing, I had to climb clear to the attic. 

This caused me a great deal of trouble, so the 
manager and I conceived the idea of putting in a 
swivel spout. We constructed the arrangement 
shown in the accompanying drawing, and the whole 
thing complete, counting lumber for platform, spout- 
ing, gas pipe and all, did not cost over $3. No more 
convenient arrangement could have been made. 

Any tinner can make the spout out of galvanized 
iron, which will cost about 75 cents. To construct 
the appliance cut from a 14 or 14-inch board a 
square just the size of the discharge of the elevator. 
It can be either set in or allowed to lap over the 
side boards which form the discharge of the ele- 
vator, as desired. With a compass-saw saw out a 
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circle 6 or 8 inches in circumference. Take a strip 
of sheet iron, say 2%4 inches wide, out of which 
make a thimble that will fit closely into the hole 
with the upper edge even with the upper edge of the 
board and the lower edge extending about 1 inch be- 
low. The mouth of the swivel should be made so that 
it will slip over this and work freely and easily. 
The drawing shows the spout in position. 

The height of the spout platform will depend upon 
the pitch the swivel is given. And the greater the 
number of spouts the greater the radius of the 
swivel discharge circle must be. The spout plat- 
form can be built out of common fiooring, and it can 
be swung from the rafters if the elevator head is 
near the roof. Describe a circle for the inner line of 
the swivel discharge and one for the outside. Be- 
tween these lines cut holes for the spouts. Cut the 
bevel of the spouts the right pitch and fasten to 
the under side of the platform. 

To fasten the turning rod on the swivel spout 
have a-piece of 14-inch iron 244 inches square with a 
hole in the middle having a thread to fit on a piece 
of gas pipe, which is used to turn the spout. Have 
the corners of the piece of iron hammered thin and 
rivet holes punched so it can be riveted to the 
spout. Then screw the pipe in the hole in the iron. 
The pipe is extended through to the lower floor. 
Cut out a circular board and fasten it to the leg 
of the elevator, where the pipe ends. Bore a hole 
half through the board in the center. Screw a tee- 
joint to the end of the pipe and screw in the lower 
end of the tee a short piece of pipe with a thread 114 
inches long. Let it enter the hole in the board far 
enough to allow the lower end of the tee to rest on 
the board, the hole being just large enough to ad- 
mit the short piece of pipe. This will keep the rod 
in place and make it firm. 

Take a piece of pipe, say 12 or 15 inches long and 


insert it in the square of the tee. In the outer end 
of this piece drill a small hole for a pin. On the 
edge of the board describe a circle and bore holes, 
one for each spout. Be sure to set the spout cor- 
rectly for each bin before marking it on the board 
below. Then mark each peg hole to correspond to 
the number of the bin the spout is turned to. 
J. B. LINDSAY. 
Warrensburg, Mo. 


ADMIT DEALERS IN TWO CROPS. : 


Editor American Blevator and Grain Trade:—We 
will not be able to be present at the first conyen- 
tion of the Grain Dealers’ National Association; but 
we want to express our earnest codperation in any 
organization that may benefit the regular. grain 
dealers. We know from experience the annoyance 
that a scalper whose only investment is a couple 
of scoop shovels and a liberal supply of wind can 
cause a regular dealer. We think that only those 
who have bought grain or seeds continuously at 
one place as long as 18 months (or for two crop 
years) should be admitted to membership. 

We inclose $1 for the “American Bleyator and 
Grain Trade” for one year. 

Yours truly, 

Drexel, Mo. 


M. REED & SON. 


ONLY REGULAR DEALERS SHOULD BE AD- 
MITTED. 

Editor American Blevator and Grain Trade:—1 will 
not be able to attend the Grain Dealers’ National 
Association meeting, but am willing to stay by what- 
ever the majority may decide upon. I am in favor 
of the meeting being held after election; November 
9 would be suitable. At least we should. get organ- 
ized before new. corn moyes much. Chicago is a 
good place to meet. I am in fayor of admitting 
to the Association only regular grain dealers of good 
standing and responsible dealers who buy the year 
round, admitting no track buyers or scalpers. In 
fact, members should have at least one elevator in 
their own name. I would like to attend the meet- 
ing, but circumstances prevent me from doing so. 

Yours truly, G. C. DOEHLING: 

Bruno, Neb. 

PUSH THE WORK. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—We 
are in hearty sympathy with the movement of or- 
ganizing a Grain Dealers’ National Association. 
The most important thing with us is to get rid of 
the scoop shovel brigade. Men who ship one or two 
cars in a year should not have the same treatment 
as men who own or rent grain houses and have 
been in the business one or more years. We own our 
warehouse and have another rented. Taxes and in- 
surance are considerable. It should be arranged so 
that scalpers could not get the same freight rates 
and treatment from railroads that we do. Any- 
thing the meeting does along this line will meet 
with our hearty approval. We would like to say 
one thing on the subject—push the matter along. 
We are with you. 

Yours truly, 

Montfort, Wis. 

WILL JOIN THE NATIONAL. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—We 
suggest Kamsas City as a good point at which to 
hold the meeting. There are two good associations 
in Nebraska, the Nebraska Grain Dealers’ Associa- 
tion, and the Southwestern Nebraska Grain Dealers’ 
Association. The first named takes in all the ter- 
ritory east of Hastings, Neb., and south of the Platte 
River, the other all the territory in the state west of 
Hastings and south of the Platte River. If the Na- 
tional Association is to be organized it should be 
done at once, and we would suggest November 11 as 
a good date. If the meeting is held at Kansas City 
there will be a Jarger attendance than if it is held 
at Chicago, as Iowa has two or three associations, 
Missouri two, Kansas one, and Nebraska two. We 
are of the opinion that 75 per cent. of the people who 
will join the association are doing business west of 
the Mississippi River. 

We are members of both of the Nebraska associa- 
tions, although all our elevators are in the terri- 
tory of one. “Our associations have done a wonder- 
ful amount of good, and we will join all that are or- 
ganized. 

Yours, 

Minden, Neb. 


FEEDING OIL MEAL. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade:—On 
page 447 of the June number of the ‘American Ele- 
vator and Grain Trade” is an article on feeding oil 
meal, in which it is stated there have been com- 
plaints from those who have been feeding oil meal. 
‘As we are the only manufacturers of linseed oil by 
the Evans Process, commonly called “New Process,” 
we wish to emphatically deny that our meal product 
is as stated in your article—‘Decidedly inferior, 
particularly on account of the chemicals used in 
extracting the oil.’ We use no chemicals in our 
protess of making oil from flaxseed, and the residual 
flax meal has a much higher percentage of protein, 
consequently more feeding value, than any other in 
the market. More than that, it is in great favor 


A, MATTHEWS & CO. 


SMITH & CONKLING. 


188 


AMERICAN ELEVATOR AND GRAIN TRADE. 


with stock-feeders, particularly those who feed 
cows, and our sales of it amount to thousands of 
tons yearly, largely to the experienced dairy 
farmers of the Hastern States, who are good judges 
of what constitutes good feed. 

We feel that in justice to our product the state- 
ment made in the “American Elevator and Grain 
Trade’ should at least be amended. 

Yours truly, 
THH CLEVELAND LINSEED OIL Co. 

Chicago, Il. 

ELEVATOR MEN ONLY. 

Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade :—I regret 
that I cannot be with you at the convention, but I 
hereby pledge my support and assistance in the fur- 
therance of the cause of the Grain Dealers’ National 
Association. You can put me down as one of its 
members. I would suggest that only dealers who 
have elevators or large warehouses should be ad- 
mitted, and that all other dealers, and commission 
men, be excluded, and especially scalpers. Wishing 
for the success of the National, I am, 

Very respectfully, H. A. KOSTER. 

Platte City, Mo. 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


Editor American Elevator and Grain Trade :—1 notice 
a good many suggestions in your issue of October 
in regard to the manner and method to be followed 
in the organization of the national association of 
grain dealers. They are all good, and I would 
judge from their tenor that the whole trade is sutf- 
fering from the ills that prevail in this section of 
the country. There are several things that have not 
been. spoken of yet, which I would like to bring up. 
They will, to some extent, be along the line of my 
thoughts on the question as to who is entitled to 
membership. After we have decided as to the 
proper selection of members, what will be the best 
method of securing as large a membership as pos- 
sible among the grain men? 

In an association the size of this one, or at least 
the size that we hope that this one will be, and the 
large territory that it will cover, it would be adyis- 
able to divide it into sections, I would suggest by 
states. Hach state should have a complete organi- 
zation with a boaid of directors to be composed of, 
say, three or five men; or, if it is seen fit the local 
work might be placed in the hands of a state sec- 
retary. The object of this division is to allow the 
state associations to have control of all local mat- 
ters, and to secure as large a membership as is 
possible in their respective states, conforming to the 
lines that may be laid down for the admission of 
members. 

By this method we will be able, by placing this 
work in the hands of one or more who are ac- 
quainted with the locality or state in which they 
live, to push the work. They can select members 
better, because they will be acquainted with the 
people engaged in the business and the conditions 
which surround the trade in their sections. In 
most of the states the laws are different as to trams- 
portation, liens, etc., and by having this exact knowl- 
edge of the conditions existing there the local deal- 
ers would be better able to push the work with 
concerted action, and to make recommendations to 
the main body as to any action that should be 
taken. 

I would suggest that in territory already covered 
by state or local organizations the membership be 
confined to their members. They are on the ground 
and have organized; in doing so have worked for 
the removal of all of the objectionable features of 
the trade in that locality, and by taking their 
membership we would secure only the ones who, in 
their estimation, were entitled to be recognized as 
grain dealers. Of course where there are no asso- 
ciations the membership is small, or where an as- 
sociation is not thoroughly organized, it should 
be placed in the hands of the state division, and the 
work conducted for the best results possible. I be- 
lieve that if we do not adopt this plan of dividing 
up the work certain elements will in time find 
their way into the association, and will prove a 
detriment to it. No one general head would be 
able to overlook all the large territory that we will 
have, or all.of the different conditions existing; but 
one or more men on the ground could do go, 

I think that it might be well to call -to mind some 
of the conditions existing in the grain trade in 
“general at this time, and which have obtained for 
some years past. My experience in the grain trade 
dates back to 1880, when I was located with my 
father in Northwestern Missouri. At that time un- 
der the existing laws it was possible for those en- 
gaged in the business, through agreements with the 
railroads personally and through organizations, to 
secure certain concessions in the way. of rates and 
leases, So that they protected every person who en- 
gaged in the business in such a manner that he 
or they could make money. These conditions placed 
the trade on a good footing, made for it the reputa- 
tion it had for being a money-maker, but which it 
has lost. By barring out outside shippers, by favor- 
able leases, and by protection from undue competi- 
tiom at stations where they would invest money 
dealers were enabled to make a living. By those 
same leases they were compelled to make the in- 


vestment, for if they did not then they were not 
considered regular dealers, and did not receive the 
benefits of any arrangements that were made. 

This condition of affairs existed up to the time 
that the interstate commerce law was passed. Since 
then anyone who desired to load a car of grain could 
secure the same privileges from the railroad com- 
panies that a regular dealer could, setting aside the 
fact that the latter may have made an investment, 
and that he might furnish to the railroad 300 to 
400 cars of grain per year for transportation to the 
other party’s one, and that he loaded free of cost 
to the railroad. He could get his order filled for 
cars as quickly as the regular dealer could—in fact, 
quicker in some places, for the reason that the 
dealer could store his grain and wait till cars came. 
If the railroads were slow in furnishing cars to the 
shipper of the one car, there would be a case be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce Commission for dis- 
crimination against him, or that farmer would see 
to it that there was a law passed in his home legis- 
lature to correct the trouble. So, under the condi- 
tions as they seem to exist under this new law, and 
the fact that it annulled all arrangements that were 
in vogue prior to its passage, the grain men grad- 
ually separated and became disbanded. At that 
time they did not recognize the fact that they could 
keep up their organizations, and by working with 
the receivers bar out the outside buyer at least. 

For the time matters went along after a fashion. 
In a great many localities there were crop, failures, 
business was poor, the owners of elevator property 
were discouraged, buildings burned down and were 
not rebuilt, farmers would come to town and go to 
buying grain and shipping, until in a great many 
instances the elevator man closed his place of 
business or added to it some other line to keep it 
up. In this way the trade has existed up to the 
present time. 

This state of affairs brought along another evil. 
Owing to the manner in which the grain business 
was conducted it did not appeal to the railroad 
companies for their consideration in any way. They 
knew they would get the grain from someone. It 
was in the country, and would have to be hauled 
out. There was no one else to do the hauling, and 
it would have to go on whatever terms and condi- 
tions they saw fit to impose. They offered us a 
contract for the hauling of the grain, and we signed 
it. Why? If we did not, and refused to furnish 
them any grain on that condition, there were others 
who, not knowing what those conditions meant, or 
not caring, always stood ready to furnish the grain. 
So we had to comply with those terms or quit the 
business, and where we had an investment we could 
not do the latter. 

On account of the fact that we had no protection 
the margins on which we had to work were cut 
down to the amount we could handle the grain 
for and get out even. The man who had nothing at 
stake would jump im and place a price on grain 
that would cause us a loss if we met it. In a short 
time he would quit because he could not make any- 
thing at the business, but there was always some 
other fellow ready to step in and take his place, 
thus keeping us dowu to the last notch all the 
time. This free-for-all business not only ended in 
our having the outside buyer to contend against, but 
when a farmer could not get an offer within one- 
half cent of what it would net on track, he would take 
and ship the grain himself, and secure as good 
terms and conditions both from the railroad and the 
receiver as we could. It also ended in each grain 
man coming to the conclusion that every other 
grain man was his mortal enemy, and the thing to 
do was to get ahead of the other man. 

These conditions, and a great many more too 
numerous to enumerate, have existed in different 
degrees of intensity over the country till to-day, I 
think I am safe in saying, there is not another line 
of business which is in as disorganized a condition 
as the grain trade. A man engaged in the business 
to-day is absolutely alone. He is waging an almost 
hopeless fight at home. He is fighting his neighbor 
dealers, when they should be friendly. He is not 
fighting the railroads, because that would be use- 
less. And this fight will end in the sheriff getting 
what he has unless something is done for his relief. 

The first to realize that they could still protect 
themselves after the passage of the interstate com- 
merce law were the dealers of Illinois. They organ- 
ized some years ago, and took the strong position 
that, by careful selection among the shippers and 
enlisting the receivers in the work, they could form 
an organization that could control the question of 
what class should be recognized in the business. 
From all reports they have met with a great degree 
of success. The business in that state is in a fair 
state of prosperity since that organization became 
effective. The next who took up this idea were the 
dealers of Northwestern Iowa. They have met with 
a good deal of success. Next came the Grain Deal- 
ers’ Association of Central Iowa, working on the 
same lines. Following these came the dealers in 
Southwest Iowa and Northwest Missouri, next the 
dealers of Nebraska. 

I am well acquainted with the work of the Grain 
Dealers’ Association of Southwest Iowa and North- 
west Missouri, and with its success. I have been 
identified with it since its organization. It has been 


successful beyond anything we had hoped for in 
the time that it has been at work. We have suc- 
ceeded in controlling the people who are engaged in 
the business, we have enlarged the margins and are 
recognized by the railroads with whom we do busi- 
ness in a manner that will bring us relief in a good 
many ways. Others will follow this same idea. Be- 
fore I leave the matter of the smaller associations 
I want to say that although this larger association 
will have to be worked out on the lines of the 
smaller ones, we do not want to disband any of 
them, as they are doing a work that the larger one 
cannot possibly reach. The national association will 
do a class of work that cannot be attempted by 
the smaller ones. For that reason each member of 
the local associations should identify himself with 
the national association, and thus by concentrating 
all our efforts we will reach a class that we could 
not otherwise. 

Taking all of these things into consideration, it 
becomes apparent what we hope to accomplish by 
this movement, and the methods that we will have 
to pursue to bring about the desired results. Those 
among us who should receive the most help, protec- 
tion, and assistance are those who have through all 
these conditions lived and fought for their existence 
as business men; they had to do so to protect their 
investments. If the national association is made 
up of that class of dealers it will have a standing 
and be recognized by all of the large business bodies 
in a way that will be much more satisfactory than 
if other lines pursued in the selection of the mem- 
bers. 

To sum up the object that we hope to attain by 
this movement, it is so to adjust the conditions that 
they will raise the grain trade from its present 
chaotic state to a plane where it will be equitable 
for all connected therewith. This, of course, will 
take into consideration the country buyer, the re- 
ceiver and the railroads. In working for this end 
we will find that it will require united action on the 
part of all, the element of right in all of our de- 
mands, a just administration by those delegated to 
represent us in our different functions, and last, but. 
not least, a prompt and strong support by all of the. 
members. 

If this condition shall exist under the workings of 
this association, then all connected with the trade 
shall have cause to feel grateful toward those who 
proposed this movement and have carried it through 
to a successful end. But in bringing about that suc- 
cess we will find that it will require the hearty 
support and indorsement from all of us, as the 
head, be it ever so strong, cannot live if the body is 
dead. 

W. 


Yours truly, H. CHAMBERS. 


Hepburn, Iowa. 


QUERIES :AND: KEPLIES 


(Questions and answers arc inserted under this head free of 
charge, and all are invited to avail themselves of this column, ] 


No. 6. Address of Hay Press Makers. 

Will a reader of the ‘American Plevator and Grain 
Trade” recommend to me some makers of hay or 
forage presses used especially for wire binding? 
I will be obliged for any information.—R. R. WEB- 
BER, East London, South Africa. 


No. 7. Permitting Grain to Stand Uncut. 

In Query No. 38 of the September issue of the 
“American Hlevator and Grain Trade,” Mr. John B. 
Daish of Washington, D. C., comments on the fact 
of grain being allowed to stand uncut for two or 
three weeks longer in England and France than is 
customary in this country, and asks for information 
as to the advisability of allowing grain to stand so 
long. Prof. W. H. Brewer, in Vol. III of the Tenth 
Census, says: “The best time to cut wheat is before 
it is dead ripe. The rule usually followed is to cut 
when the straw is already yellow below the head, 
but more or less green in other places, when the ker- 
nel is past the milk and in the dough, soft enough to 
be easily dented with the thumb nail, and hard 
enough not to be easily crushed between the fingers. 
The result of practical experiments at the flouring 
mill has been that wheat cut at this stage will yield 
more flour, with a smaller percentage of bran,” Hx- 
periments carried on in Michigan by Dr. R. C, Kedzie 
in 1879 indicate that there is a loss in weight from 
over ripening, and an increase in the percentage 
of bran. Dr. Kedzie adds: “If the dead ripe wheat 
is better for the miller than wheat cut at an earlier 
period, it is in consequence of the physical proper- 
ties of the flinty berry, and not from any change in 
the chemical composition or increase of nutritive 
value.”—A. C. TRUE, Director of Office of Experi- 
ment Stations, Department of Agriculture, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Thieves at Kasota, Minn., carried away a load of 
grain which they stole from S. A. Fenton’s elevator 
in a wagon they had stolen at Minneapolis. The 
thieves escaped, seeming to be as expert in escap- 
ing as in stealing. 


AMERICAN ELEVATOR AND GRAIN TRADE. 


189 


eC”, e 
Sires - Casualties 


John Fox’s elevator at Lucan, Ont., was destroyed 
by fire recently, causing a loss of $4,000. 


The flax mill at Paxton, Ill., was destroyed by 
fire October 13, entailing a loss of $2,000. 


A warehouse near Mesa City, Ariz., containing 
8,000 bushels of grain, was burned October 25. Loss 
$7,500. 

Welsh’s elevator at Stony Point, Ont., caught fire 
October 31, but prompt action saved it from being 
materially damaged. 


Joseph Ewing’s barn near Arcola, UL, was de- 
stroyed by fire October 28, together with 30 tons of 
hay, 1,000 bushels of oats, etc. 


J. Q. Adams’ elevator at Alton, Iowa, operated by 
Orton & Son, was destroyed by fire at 1 p. m. Octo- 
ber 18. Its origin is unknown. 


Miller & Miller’s produce warehouse at Greenville, 
Mich., was burned November 3, entailing a loss of 
$6,000. It was insured for $5,000. 


M. A. Carr, aged 18 years, fell into a chute recently 
in an elevator where he was employed, at Goldfield, 
Iowa, and was smothered to death. 


The conyeyor chute of the Illinois Central’s Ele- 
vator at New Orleans, La., was damaged to the 
amount of $400 in the storm of October 29. 


Henry Kuspert, aged 19 years, was suffocated in 
a grain bin of the Little Rock Mill and Hlevyator 
Company at Little Rock, Ark., October 19. 


F. EB. Luty of San Francisco, Cal., committed sui- 
cide recently by shooting himself, on account of un- 
successful speculations in wheat and stocks. 


The barn on D. T. 'Taylor’s farm near Hay Springs, 
Neb., was destroyed by fire October 16, together 
with 2,500 bushels of grain and considerable hay. 


T. GC. Colehower’s elevator at Toluca, Ill., was de- 
stroyed by fire November 2, together with consider- 
able grain. Both the elevator and grain were in- 
sured. 

The loss on H. J. Reynold’s elevator at Corning, 
Iowa, which was destroyed by an incendiary fire 
October 9, is reported to have been $7,000; insurance 
$2,600. 

Tingley & Wagner, graim and flour commission 
merchants of Columbus, Ohio, recently sustained a 
loss by fire of $300, which was fully covered by in- 
surance. 

Bailey Bros. & Kearney’s elevator at Ulrich, M1, 
was destroyed by fire October 15, entailing a loss of 
$558. It was covered by insurance, The elevator is 
being rebuilt. 

The tramway warehouse at Julinetta, Idaho, was 
burned October 15, together with 30,000 bushels of 
wheat and 3,000 bushels of flax. Loss $20,000; 
partially insured. 


Henry H. Crane, at one time a prominent grain 
broker at Newark and Chicago, committed suicide 
by hanging himself at Burlington, N. J., October 23. 
He had lost his fortune. 


R. P. Roblin & Co.’s new eleyator at Gretna, Man., 
was filled with grain recently and began to settle 
with the weight. Part of the grain was removed 
and a collapse prevented. 


There was recently a small blaze in the Mueller 
elevator at Fifty-fifth street and Stewart avenue, 
Chicago, caused by a-hot journal, but it was put 
out before it gained headway. 


The Northern Elevator Co.’s 30,000-bushel elevator 
at Douglas, Man., was burned recently, togethér 
with 15,000 bushels of wheat. It was fully insured. 
The cause of the fire is unknown. 


M. J. MceDonnell’s storehouse and granary at Dun- 
more, Pa., was partially destroyed by fire October 
29, together with considerable grain, ete. A small 
amount of insurance was carried. 


Prairie fires in Sisseton and Waverly Townships, 
South Dakota, October 26 and 27, and extending over 
the military reservation, destroyed hundreds of tons 
of hay, and large quantities of grain. 


R. Konning’s barn at Overisel, Mich., was de- 
stroyed by fire October 30, together with 1,000 bush- 
els of corm and a large quantity of potatoes. Loss 
$2,000. The fire was of incendiary origin. 


Charles Wood’s grain store at North Creek, N. Y., 
was destroyed by fire at 2 a. m. November 4, to- 
gether with considerable grain. An insurance policy 
of $4,000 on Mr. Wood’s stock expired about a week 
previously. 

F. BE. MeCoy’s new elevator at Dalton City, Ill, 
was destroyed by fire at 2 a. m., October 10, to- 
gether with 10,000 bushels of corn and oats. The 
elevator had been completed only three weeks pre- 
vious to the fire. It was partially insured, and there 
was $300 insurance on the grain. T. J. Freeland’s 
grain office and scales adjoining the elevator were 


also burned. The fire is supposed to haye been of 
incendiary origin. : 


The National Oil Co.’s cottonseed oil mill at 
Corsicana, Texas, was destroyed by fire October 18, 
together with a large quantity of cotton seed and 
oil. Loss $70,000; fully covered by insurance. 


Adam Gutermuth’s granary at Cottleville, Mo., was 
burned October 19, together with 1,500 bushels of 
grain and machinery, entailing a loss of $2,000. In- 
surance $200. The fire is supposed to have been set 
by careless tramps. 

James BE. Seaver, the grain man of Kansas City, 
Mo., was injured while boarding a street car at that 
city recently. His leg was fractured at the knee, 
and Mr. Seaver will probably be confined at his home 
for a couple of months. 


The water of Lake Superior at Superior, Wis., 
was 4 feet above normal level October 31, being 
forced to that end of the lake by the heavy winds. 
The pits of several elevators and mills were flooded, 
but little damage was done. 


The boiler in Joseph Oestreicher’s seed mill at 
Buckman, Minn., exploded recently, instantly kill- 
ing the engineer, seriously injuring two others, and 
partially destroying the mill. The boiler was an old 
one, and the engineer experienced. 


George and Obed Nichols’ grain barn at South 
Onondaga, N. Y., was destroyed by fire November 
8, together with 100 tons of hay, 20 tons of straw, 
1,000 bushels of oats, 1,000 bushels of wheat, 700 
bushels. of corn and two crops of tobacco. Loss 
$4,000. 

An employe of a gas company was hunting for a 
leak in the Standard Grain Co.’s office in the Board 
of Trade building at West Superior, Wis., November 
7, when an explosion occurred which blew out the 
windows and wrecked the office furniture. No one 
was seriously injured. . 

A fire which started in the corn crib, and which 
is supposed to have been caused by a spark from a 
passing locomotive, destroyed Beggs’ elevator at 
Farmingdale, Ill., at 1:30 p. m., November 1. The 
elevator had a capacity of 40,000 bushels, and was 
partly filled with corn. 


Sidney Hodgson, a representative of Sufferin & 
Co., and formerly in the grain business for him- 
self at Lovington, Ill., disappeared recently. He had 
been speculating on the Chicago Board of. Trade, 
and lost considerable property. Mr. Hodgson was 
30 years old, and was married. 


A grain warehouse and flour mill at Weston, Ore., 
belonging to I. HE. Saling and P. A. Worthington, 
were destroyed by fire recently, entailing a loss of 
$20,000. The only insurance was on 10,000 bushels 
of wheat, which was insured for about half its value. 
The cause of the fire is unknown. 


An elevator at Glendon, Iowa, collapsed recently 
under the weight of 20,000 bushels of oats and 
1,100 bushels of wheat. A great deal of the grain 
was saved. In erecting an elevator it always pays 
to consult experienced engineers, who have made a 
study of the strains such structures are subjected to. 


Bagley & Co.’s elevator at Welcome, Minn.,. col- 
lapsed November 4 under the weight of 40,000 bush- 
els of oats. The total loss is estimated at $1,000. 
There is nothing certain about a house erected by 
country barn builders. In the long run it pays to 
have reliable engineers prepare the plans and do 
the work. 

The storehouse leased by the Penfield Milling Co. 
at Delhi, N. Y., and which contained considerable 
hay, straw and feed, was damaged by fire October 
24. The Penfield Milling Co.’s loss is $500, Dean & 
Bramiley’s loss on hay stored $200, four cars of baled 
hay and feed $150. The fire started in the hay 
stored in the house, but its cause is unknown. 


Morris Landa, president of the International Ex- 
port and Grain Company at Kansas City, Mo., was 
shot and killed October 283 by Fred H. Waitt, his 
bookkeeper. Waitt was drunk at the time, and the 
shooting was due to an imaginary grievance. Mor- 
ris Landa went to Kansas City several years ago 
from New Braunfels, Texas. He did a large busi- 


ness, chiefly with Mexican importers of grain. He 
was a comparatively young man, and popular with 
his associates. 


B. & J. E. Cruzen’s hemp mill at Paxton, Ill, was 
destroyed by fire October 13, entailing a loss of 
$2,000. The fire was caused by sparks from the 
smokestack falling on the roof. The mill had just 
started running for the season. It will be rebuilt. 


P. D. Armour’s “Minnesota” Blevyator on Goose 
Island, Chicago, narrowly escaped burning recently. 
The fire started in a dry kiln adjoining the elevator; 
it caused a loss of $500, but was extinguished before 
reaching the elevator. Armour’s Elevator “A” also 
eaught fire, it is supposed from spontaneous com- 
bustion, but the blaze was discovered in time to be 
put out. 


The elevator at Alvordton, Ohio, belonging to D. A. 
Baker of Fayette, was destroyed by fire at 9:30 
p.m. October 29, together with considerable grain. 
Total loss $1,250; partially insured. The fire is sup- 
posed to have been of incendiary origin. Business 
was immediately begun in temporary quarters with 
L. B. Shipman in charge as heretofore, and Mr. 
Baker intends to rebuild soon. 


On November 1 a runaway engine at D. Roth- 
schild’s elevator at Davenport, Iowa, did damage to 
the amount of $1,000, without counting loss of time. 
The cause of the engine getting away was the fail- 
ure of the governor belt to work, and as there was 
a full head of steam on, the engine broke away from 
everything. The engineer stopped the runaway by 
shutting off the main valve, turning off the steam. 
Just as he did so the flywheel went to pieces, the 
pieces going through the roof and sides of the boiler 
room in all directions. The noise of the explosion 
when the wheel went to pieces was terriffic, and was 
heard for blocks. The wheel was seven feet in 
diameter and weighed nearly a ton. One piece 
weighing 300 pounds went through the brick wall a 
foot thick and landed 100 feet away. 


Blevators “A” and “B” of the Chicago and Pacific 
Elevator Co., Chicago, Ill, located on Goose Island, 
Chicago,. were destroyed by fire at noon, October 
27. Elevator “A” contained 250,000 bushels of 
wheat and 120,000 bushels of corn; in elevator “B” 
there were 1,000,000 bushels of wheat. Most of the 
grain was contract grade. The loss on the buildings 
and contents is estimated at $1,500,000, and the in- 
surance aggregates $1,067,120. A great deal of the 
grain will be saved, though im poor condition. It 
is supposed that the fire started from the furnace, 
but its cause is not certain. The Chicago & Pacific 
Blevator Co. is a joint stock company composed of 
W. H. Harper.and Chas. B. Farwell. P. J. Perry be- 
ing superintendent of the elevators. Elevator “A,” 
which had a capacity of 750,000 bushels, was built 
in 1876, elevator “B,” 1,000,000 bushels’ capacity, in 


1885. This is the first heavy loss on grain in Chicago 
for 20 years. The elevators will be rebuilt immedi- 
ately. 


OUR CALLERS 


We have received calls from the following gentlemen prot 
idently connected with the grain and cleyator interests, during 
the month: 


GC. D. Dillin, Neola, Lowa. 

Geo. H. Lyons, Omaha, Neb. 

A. EB. Fenton, Amenia, N. D. 

F. P. Neal, Kansas City, Mo. 

BE. R. Ulrich Jr., Springfield, Ill. 

D. N. Dunlop, Fontanelle, Lowa. 

Theo. P. Baxter, Taylorville, Tl. 

BH. L. Bowen, Des Moines, Lowa. 

W. H. Chambers, Hepburn, Lowa. 

BE. BE. Delp, representing Allen Delp, Philadelphia, 
Pal 

J. Silas Leas, of The Barnard & Leas Mfg. Co., 
Moline, Il. 

T. F. Morse, of The Huntley 
Creek, N. Y. 

H. W. Richards, representing The Dodge Mfg. Co., 
Mishawaka, Ind. 

A. T. Sitterly, representing The S. 
Silver Creek, N. Y. 


Mfg. Co., Silver 


Howes Co., 
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_©.GRAIN NEWS 


An elevator will be built at Fisher, Il. 


An elevator is to be erected at Bad Axe, Mich. 

A. D. Eekhart is buying wheat at Ashton, 8. D. 

An elevator and mill will be erected at Shirley, 
Ind. 


Silas Russell is completing 
man, Ill. 


an elevator at Chris- 


It is said that an elevator is to be erected at Hous- 
ton, Texas. 


G. W. Banks is erecting a 10,000-bushel elevator 


at Irene, Ill. 

G. L. Hall has established a grain store at Port- 
land, Maine. 

I. H. Harris has completed his new elevator at 
Bathgate, N. D. 

Railsback Bros’. elevator at Greenwood, Neb., has 
been completed. 

An elevator to cost $2,500 is to be erected at 
Bloomington, Ill. 


Harris & Co. have completed their elevator at 


Germantown, Neb. 

Warner Fogg has engaged in the grain business 
at West Burke, Vt. 

J. J. Morris has commenced the erection of an ele- 
yator at Del Rey, Ill. 

The Rock Island R. R. Co. is erecting a large ele- 
vator at Horton, Kan. 


Simpson & Co. have completed an addition to their 


elevator at La Rose, Ill. 

Harris & Co. have overhauled and repaired their 
elevator at Geneva, Neb. 

Albert Montreuil has completed a new grain ware- 
house at Walkerville, Ont. 

C. F, Wall & Co., grain dealers of Nashville, Tenn., 
have gone out of business. 

W. H. Richard has completed an addition to his 
elevator at Elsworth, Iowa. 

Elevators are in course of construction at Colenso, 
Neilsville and Climax, Minn. 

Alphonse Dansereau, dealer in grain, ete., at Mont- 
real, Que., assigned recently. 

Henry Schurman is buying grain at Baden, Kan., 
having succeeded B. F’. Wood. 3 

D. Stone & Co., grain dealers and grocers of North 
Creek, N. Y., assigned recently. 

G. M. Ballou, dealer in lumber, etc., at Shirley, 
Mass., is building a grain house. 

Cherney & Kavan, grain dealers of Geneva, Neb., 
have put in a new gasoline engine. 

An elevator is being erected at Downs, Il., which 
will be completed by December 1. 

Taylor & Cooper, dealers in grain, feed and flour 
at Welland, Ont., recently assigned. 

David H. Porter, elevator man and grain dealer of 
Green Camp, Ohio, assigned recently. 

M. R. Von Almen and William Drake are operat- 
ing A. R. Scott’s elevator at Sullivan, Ill. 

Thornton Long is erecting an elevator and dump 
at Camargo, Ill., where he will buy grain. 

T. Carmody, grain dealer of Merna, Ill, has es- 
tablished a new grain office at that place. 

Johnson & Musser have succeeded Edwards & 
Johnson, seed dealers of Los Angeles, Cal. 

Page & Norton are said to be preparing for the 
erection of an elevator at Hoopestown, II. 

The Northern Hlevator Co. is erecting an elevator 
_ at Plumas, Man., of 25,000 bushels’ capacity. 

N. P. Clough & Co. have bought out the Hill grain 
business at Cilleyville, Merrimack Co., N. H. 

The Clifton Springs Distilling Co. is erecting an 
elevator at Cincinnati, Ohio, to cost $12,000. 

J. E. Frary has completed a new elevator at 
Prophetstown, Ill., which he is now operating. 

J. C. Worrall has succeeded P. Opp & Son, deal- 
ers in grain, hardware, ete., at Ashland, Neb. 

The Newton Milling and Hlevator Co. of Newton, 
Kan., has completed its elevator at that place. 

The Minneapolis & St. Louis R. R. Co. is building 
a 25,000-bushel elevator at Madison Lake, Minn. 


R. 8S. Williams of Ithaca, and C. W. Carmen of 
Jacksonville, N. Y., have formed a partnership to 
carry on a grain and seed business at Ithaca. They 


have leased W. R. Gunderman’s elevator for a term 
of years, and purchased his busiess. 


SB Bennett and others have organized a com- 
pany to erect a cottonseed oil mill at Macon, Miss. 


Elliott & Lewis, grain merchants of Kansas City, 
have established a branch office at Winfield, Kan. 


BE. O’Reilly, grain dealer of Winnipeg, Man., has 
opened an office in the Grain Exchange building. 


An elevator is to be erected at Metcalf, Ill, to 
take the place of the one recently destroyed by fire. 


Emery Holden has rented a store at Chester, 
Conn., and engaged in the grain and feed business. 


R. P. Wood has engaged in the grain business at 
Normal, Ill., where he has completed a new elevator, 


We are informed that the Lincoln Roller Mills of 
Lincoln, Ill., are thinking of building a new elevator. 


It is said that T. D. Hanson & Co., lumber dealers 
of Villa Grove, Ill., are going to buy grain at Fair- 
land. 

L. CG. Fleming has leased the City Mills elevator at 
Sullivan, Il, and has embarked in the grain busi- 
ness. 


Uhler & Myers, millers of Lebanon, Pa., are erect- 
ing a large warehouse near their mill for storing 
corn. 

J. M. Camp, grain dealer of Bement, Il., has moved 
into a new office and is now operating his new ele- 
vator. 

Redford & Costello have completed their new ele- 
yator at Geneva, Neb., where they are now buying 
grain. 

J. A. Tiedman and H. S Ringland of Oto, Iowa, 


have purchased S:ebold & Cutting’s elevator for, 


$4,250. ; 

J. C. Lintweiler has bought C. EH. Head’s interest 
in the Farmers’ Grain and Commission Co. of Bowie, 
Texas, , 

G. B. Knight & Co. have succeeded to the firm 
of Knight Bros., dealers in grain, ete., at Dallas, 
Texas. 

“Simeon Merrithew and Albert Ames haye started 
in the grain and feed business at Stockton Springs, 
Maine. 


A 7,000-bushel elevator is to be erected at Irene, 
Ill., for which Fred Stewart of Freeport has the 
contract. 


Isaac Brubacher, formerly of Baden, Ont., has 
gone to Elmira, where he will engage in the grain 
business. 


Ed. Churchill is now operating the elevator at 
Milton Center, Ohio, and has engaged in the grain 
business. 


The Central Elevator Co. has reopened its elevator 
at Arlington, Minn., where W. F. Deterling is buy- 
ing grain. 


The Cincinnati Stock and Grain Co. has been in- 
corporated at Cincinnati, Ohio, with a capital stock 
of $10,000. 


The Salt Lake Trading Co., dealer in grain, hay 
and coal, has engaged in business at Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 


H. Rippe has commenced work on his new 15,000- 
bushel elevator at the Milwaukee depot, Winnebago 
City, Minn. 


T. J. McCormick & Son have engaged in the grain 
business at Germantown, Kan., a new town near 
Powhattan. 


C. H. Weiss intends to engage in the grain busi- 
ness at Wentworth, 8. D., where he.is erecting 
an elevator. 


Emerson Gard, grain dealer of Tremont City, 
Ohio, reports that he is doing a better business than 
ever before. 


During the past year Kesler & Ennis have shipped 
from their elevator at Limerick, Il., 180,000 bush- 
els of grain. 


Orlando 8. Ham, grain and hay dealer of Lewiston, 
Maine, has placed a 60-horse power electric motor in 
his elevator, 

It is reported that the Lehigh Valley Coal Go. in- 
tends to build an elevator on its property at South 
Chicago, 1. 


The Ridley & Peiser Co. has been incorporated at 
Elizabeth, N. J., with a capital stock of $100,000, 
and will carry on a brokerage business in grain, cot- 
ton, ete. 


Hy. Schinstock has purchased Schairer & Spillner’s 
grain and elevator business at West Point, Neb., 
and is now engaged in the grain and livestock 
business. ' 


The City Council and Board of Trade of Toronto, 
Ont., have received an unfavorable reply to their 
communication to Montreal parties in which the 
city offered to assume 50 per cent. of the cost of 


constructing a 500,000-bushel elevator at Toronto. 
As a consequence the proposed elevator may not be 
erected. 


We are informed that the Farmers’ Hlevator at 
Lake Benton, Minn., has been completed and is now 
in operation. 


Schock & Conklin, grain dealers of Blue Springs, 
Neb., began operating their new elevator at Wymore, 
November 1. 


Len. Hull and Mike Erpin have formed a part- 
nership and engaged in the grain business at Milton 
Center, Ohio. 


The Stephensville Ginning and Milling Co. has 
been incorporated at Austin, Texas, with a capital 
stock of $6,000. 


The distilleries of the American Spirits Mfg. Co. 
at Peoria, Ill., and elsewhere, will all be in operation 
by December 1. 


J. D. Marshall of Red Lake Falls, Minn., has 
leased the Hixon Elevator at Crookston, where he 
is buying grain. 

W. C. Bridges, dealer in grain and feed at North 
Brookfield, Mass., has opened a grain and feed 
store at Spencer. } 


A. Reidel, grain dealer of Forestville, Mich., has 
repaired and is now operating his elevator, buying 
barley, peas, ete. 


Bullitt & Bullitt, grain dealers of Louisville, Ky., 
are contemplating erecting an elevator of 10,000 
bushels’ capacity. 


Albert Schwill & Co. of Cincinnati and Chicago 
have completed an addition to their malt house at 
South Chicago, Ill. 


The elevator men of Manilla, Iowa, have run their 
elevators day and night this fall until scarcity of 
cars stopped them. 


C. M. Marcum has purchased W. J. Shields’ ele- 
vator at Rossville, Ind., where he has engaged in 
the grain business. 


Miller Bros. of Douglas, Man., have bought the 
Farmers’ Elevator at Rapid City, where they will 
engage in business. 


W.M. Lineoln & Co., grain dealers and grocers of 
Waterville, Maine, have fitted up a building at that 
place to store grain. 


W. B. McMurray is completing a new rice mill at 
Savannah, Ga., for which The Barnard & Leas Mfg, 
Co. had the contract. 


The Givanovich Oil Co. will erect a seed store- 
house at Natchitoches, La., to replace the one re- 
cently destroyed by fire. 


The Lake of the Woods Milling Co. has placed a 
buyer on the street market at Winnipeg, Man., to 
buy wheat from farmers, 


Dunn Bros. have purchased H. J. Waite’s hay and 
grain business at Redlands, Cal., where they are 
now conducting business. 


The new Grand Trunk Hlevator at Portland, 
Maine, is in process of construction, and will be 
completed by February 1. 


Piercy Cooper is in charge of the Webster elevator 
and warehouse at Shelbyville, Ill., where he is buy- 
ing grain for a new firm. 


Bailey Bros. & Kearney, grain dealers of Ulrich, 
Ill., will at once rebuild their elevator, which was 
recently destroyed by fire. 


Contracts have been let for the leasing of the San- 
derson Elevator at Milwaukee, Wis., which has 
been closed for some time. 


Van Wey & Clark have purchased J. D. Millstead’s 
elevator at Mounds, Ill., and Mr. Van Wey will 
conduct the grain business. 


Shurtleff & Maxim, millers of Steep Falls, Maine, 
have leased a storehouse at South Paris, where 
they will have a grain store. ; 


The elevator which is being erected at Prescott, 
Ont., will be finished next spring. It will have a 
eapacity of 1,000,000 bushels. 


©. H. Rumley, grain dealer of Buckley, IIl., is fig- 
uring with The B. 8. Constant Co. of Bloomington, 
Ill., for a drag 240 feet long. 


Hart & Sherwood, grain dealers of Valley Junc- 
tion, Wis., have completed their new elevator, and 
are now carrying on business. 


Wm. Nading of Shelbyville, Ind., is overhauling 
and improving his elevator, installing the Constant 
Self-Feeder and Dust Collector. 


The Merchants’ Warehouse Co. has been incorpo- 
rated at Dubuque, Iowa, with a capital stock of 
$500,000. The company expects to erect grain ware- 
houses and buy, sell and store grain. 


The W. W. Cargill Co.’s 300,000-bushel elevator 
at Green Bay, Wis., which takes the place of the 
one burned last summer, commenced receiving 
grain October 26.. W. B. Clisby, formerly of La 
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Crosse, Wis., is in charge of the house. It is said 
that an addition may be built to the elevator, doub- 
ling its capacity. 


Geo, B. Trafton, dealer in grain and flour at Lewis- 
ton, Maine, assigned recently to Newell & Shelton. 
Liabilities $25,000; assets $3,500. 


A project is on foot for the organization of a cobp- 
erative company to erect an elevator at Britt, Lowa, 
and engage in the grain business. 


Hayse & Stevens have engaged in the grain busi- 
ness at Marshalltown, Iowa, where they have pur- 
chased G. D. Alderson’s elevator. 


R. P. Roblin & Go., grain dealers of Winnipeg, 
Man., have bought the Bell Blevator at Indian Head, 
and an elevator at Balgonie, Assa. 


M. F. Dyer has purchased an undivided one- 
quarter interest in the business of. A. Waller & 
Co., grain dealers of Henderson, Ky. 


Ernest Getz, grain and hay dealer of Malden, 
Mass., has put in electric lighting apparatus and 
made other improvements to his plant. 


William Minto has purchased the business of 
M. H. Gole, dealer in grain, hay and feed at Corinna, 
Mich., and is carrying on his business. 


The York Roller Mills of York, Neb., has let the 
contract for the erection of an elevator at that 
place of about 10,000 bushels’ capacity. 


H. E. Getts & Sons, grain dealers at Whitehall, 
Wis., who assigned recently, announce that their 
liabilities are $15,000, and assets $3,603. 


Work is progressing rapidly on the Chicago Great 
Western Railroad’s new elevator at Kansas City, 
Mo., and it will be completed by January 1. 


The International ,Grain, Stock and Provision 
Co., with offices at Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse 
and other points, has suspended “business.” 


John F. GCartright’s elevator at Davison, Mich., 
has been improved by the addition of a brick en- 
gine room, A new gas engine has been put in. 


Keller & Hight’s elevator at Dalton City, Ill., 
operated by F. EB. McGoy, and which was destroyed 
by fire recently, will be rebuilt at a cost of $4,000. 


Ely & Bissell, grain dealers of Antwerp, Ohio, in- 
tend to erect a large addition to their elevator, and 
the old one will be either torn down or used as a 
storeroom. 


CG. H. Clark, purchasing agent for Hall & Robin- 
son, exporters of grain, with headquarters at New 
Orleans and Kansas City, has opened an office at 
Decatur, Il. 


B. W. Pierce, grain dealer of North Andover, 
Mass., is building a grain warehouse near Marble- 
ridge Station, where the business will be in charge 
of Henry L. Phelps. 


The firm of C. W. Pearson & Co., grain dealers of 
Rochester, N. Y., has been reorganized, and is now 
carrying on business under the firm name of the 
C. W. Pearson Grain Co. 


J. L. Evans & Co., grain dealers of Noblesville, 
Ind., have ordered of The B, 8. Constant Co., Bloom- 
ington, Ill, a cob drag 47 feet long to feed the cobs 
from elevator to engine. 


Work on Micklewait & Young’s elevator at Mace- 
donia, Iowa, is progressing rapidly, and the house 
will be: completed by December 1. A gasoline en- 
gine will supply the power. 


Jas. S. Morse has bought R. J. Virgin’s grain and 
hay business at Rumford Falls, Maine. Mr. Virgin 
had recently purchased the business from E. An- 
drews, but decided not to continue it. 


It is announced that the Omaha Railroad has de- 
cided to build an elevator at its yards at Ttasca, 
Wis. The company owns.a site on Allouez Bay, and 
the elevator has long been talked of. 


W. H. Dye, miller of Columbus Grove, Ohio, is 
completing his 15,000-bushel elevator at that place, 
which will cost $6,000. It will have all necessary 
machinery, including automatic dumps. 


A new town has been established near Belmond, 
Wright Go., Iowa, on land belonging to J. N. John- 
son, and William Finn and Mr. Johnson will erect 
an elevator and buy grain at that point. 


The contract for the building of the 800,000-bushel 
elevator at Manitowoc, Wis:, has been let and the 
work of construction is now well under way. The 
elevator will be completed by January 1. 


G. H. Harroun, grain dealer of St. Joseph, Mo., 
has put in his elevator at that place a No. 9 1,200- 
bushel elevator bought of E. A. Ordway, the Kan- 
aha City representative of the Howes Grain Cleaner 

0. 


The stockholders of the Toledo & Wabash Ele- 
yvator Company of Toledo, Ohio, held their annual 
meeting recently and elected the following board of 
directors: Alex M. White, Geo. W. Davis, D. Cogh- 
lan, C, L, Reynolds, W, F. Carrington, R. H. Baker, 


J. B. Haviland. The directors elected A. M. White, 
president; J. . Haviland, vice-president and superin- 
tendent; B. B. Durfee, secretary and treasurer. 


The Steel Storage and Hlevator Construction Co. 
writes us that it has closed a contract with the 
Jefferson Milling Co. of Charlestown, W. Va., for a 
30,000-bushel steel pneumatic grain storage plant. 


F. G. Lowe & Go., produce dealers of Nashville, 
Tenn., have added a grain and feed department to 
their business, having succeeded C. F. Wall & Co., 
grain and hay dealers, who retired from business. 


The City Elevator Co. has purchased of I, P. See- 
gar, representative of The Howes Grain Cleaner 
Co. of Silver Greek, N. Y., a large oats elipper for 
the company’s elevator at New Brighton, Minn. 


The wheat receipts at Bellingham, Minn., up to 
the middle of October were over 150,000 bushels. 
It is estimated that there will be something over 
half a million bushels marketed there this season. 


1 
George B. Pope has bought Wm. H. Perkins’ in- 
terest in the grain firm of W. H. Perkins & Co., 
Watertown, Mass. -Mr. Pope was formerly the silent 
partner in the firm, and will now conduct the busi- 
ness alone. 


FR. R. Warrick has withdrawn from the Chalfant, 
Burroughs & Warrick Grain Company of Kansas 
City, Mo., and the business of the company will 
continue to be carried on by Mr. Chalfant and Mr. 
Burroughs. 


The South Carolina & Georgia R. R. has completed 
the work ot remodeling the rice mill at Charleston, 
S. G., into an elevator. The elevator is first-class 
in every particular, and has a storage eapacity of 
200,000 bushels. 


Herbert M. Fuller is erecting a grain and feed 
store at Bangor, Maine, where he will carry on the 
business. He will have storage capacity of 1,500 
bushels each of corn and oats, besides space for flour, 
meal and bran. 


Seott Bros., grain and flour merchants of Milford, 
Ohio, assigned recently to 8. W. West. The assets 
are estimated at $30,000, and it is said that as the 
liabilities will not exceed that amount the firm will 
resume business. 


The Lake Superior Grain and Storage Co. was 
recently incorporated at Superior, Wis., and has 
opened offices in the Superior Board of Trade build- 
ing. L. R. Hurd, of the Daisy Mill, is at the head 
of the company. 


Frank Dickerson has finished overhauling his ele- 
vator at Needham, Ind., equipping it with The B.S. 
Constant Go.’s No. 7 Combined Elevator Receiving 
Separator, Dump and Boot. Charles Shepard has 
charge of the elevator. 


The Chicago & Pacific Elevator Co. will rebuild 
at once its elevators recently burned on Goose Island, 
Chicago, increasing the capacity to 2,000,000 bush- 
els. The company expects to have the houses fin- 
ished by about March 1. 


Paist, Kraus & Co., grain merchants of Milwau- 
kee, Wis., are erecting a transfer elevator at Grand 
Haven, Mich., of 40,000 bushels’ storage capacity 
and capacity of handling 75,000 bushels per day. 
It will be completed by December 10. 


The personal creditors of F. L. Greenleaf, of the 
firm of Greenleaf & Tenney, Minneapolis, which as- 
signed last summer, have all been paid in full. The 
firm’s affairs are more complicated and have not yet 
been settled. E. C. Cook is the assignee. 


The Merchants’ Elevator Co. was recently organ- 
ized at Melrose, Minn., by several merchants of that 
place. The following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, H. B. Edelbrock; vice-president, George Wain- 
pach; secretary and treasurer, John Borgerding. 


The West Superior Grain and Storage Co, has been 
organized at Superior, Wis., by Walter Fowler, of 
the Grand Republic Mill, and others. The com- 
pany will do business on the Superior Board of 
Trade, and will have representatives in Dakotas and 
Minnesota. 


John Mount, formerly of Denison, Towa, has 
bought a half interest in Butler & Lee’s elevator at 
Arion, and the firm name has been changed to But- 
ler & Mount, Mr. Lee having retired. LL. W. Gingery, 
who has charge of the elevator, will continue with 
the new firm. 


Squier & Co., dealers in grain and lumber at Mon- 
son, Mass., have greatly improved their facilities for 
carrying on the grain business, and have largely 
increased their storage capacity. A Robinson Grind- 
ing Mill has been put in which will grind a earload 
of corn a day. 


John S. Metcalf & Co., elevator engineers of Chi- 
cago, Ill., have secured the contract and are pre- 
paring plans for a large storage elevator to be 
erected for Armour & Co. at Chicago to be called 
the Minnesota Annex. It will be of steel construc- 
tion, and will have a full equipment of elevators and 
belt conveyors. It will have a storage capacity of 
2,000,000 bushels, and its four elevators will have 


an elevating capacity of 10,000 bushels each per 
hour. 


Philip Rose of Boston, who was formerly inthe 
grain and coal business in California, has engaged 
in the grain business at Faulkner, Mass., where he 
has purchased L. T. Hazen’s grain business. 


The work of enlarging and improving the B. & O. 
Blevator at Sandusky, Ohio, is finished. The plant 
now has a storage capacity of 270,000 bushels, and a 
cleaning capacity of 15,000 bushels per hour. The 
equipment of machinery is complete and first-class 
in every particular. 


The Buschman Grain Co. has been incorporated at 
St. Louis, Mo., with a capital stock of $2,500. The 
incorporators are Geo. F. Petering, Matilda W. 
Buschman and Alfred H. Buschman. The company 
has just completed five steel grain storage elevators 
in North St. Louis. 


The Minneapolis & Northern Elevator Company 
has built a new elevator, a new brick engine and 
supply house, and has put in a 1014-horse power gas- 
oline engine, with which to rtm both its elevators at 
Bottineau, N. D. The new elevator is 30x40x38, and 
its capacity is 35,000 bushels. 


Louis A. Coquard, grain broker of St. Louis, Mo., 
assigned recently, not being able to pay $60,000 in 
margins. The full amount of his liabilities are not 
given, but it is said that they are considerably less 
than his assets, $100,000, and that he will pay his 
creditors and resume business. 


Ridway, Dunn & Standfield, dealers in grain, 
hay, feed and wood at Kansas City, Mo., have dis- 
solved partnership, G. W. Dunn and E. A. Standfield 
retiring, and D. A. Ridway continuing the business. 
Mr. Ridway has had many years’ experience, and 
fully understands the -business. 


H. S. Thomas, grain dealer of Green Mountain, 
Iowa, has made improvements in his elevator, and 
has put in a 10-horse power engine. Later in the 
season he will add a corn sheller and make other 
improvements. He reports grain coming in so fast 
that he cannot get cars enough to ship it. 


W. O. Goodsel, grain dealer of New Britain, Conn., 
now occupies a new building at that place, a por- 
tion of which is equipped as a grain elevator. There 
are 15 bins, with a storage capacity of 3,000 bushels 
each. There is a good equipment of all the neces- 
sary machinery, which is operated by water power. 


Clapp & Co., brokers of New York City, assigned 
recently to W. T. Davis, the company’s cashier. 
The firm has done a large business in grain, stocks, 
ete., and has offices in many of the important cities 
of the country. Liabilities are estimated at $150,- 
000. Heavy losses in wheat are said to have caused 
the failure. 


E. W. Seeds, who carried on a grain and com- 
mission business under the firm name of Seeds & 
Go. at Columbus, Ohio, assigned recently, the cause 
of the failure being the refusal of J. L. Hampton, 
who speculated through the company, to pay mar- 
gins amounting to $4,000. The company’s assets 
are said to be $16,000; liabilities $6,000, and it will 
probably resume business. 


Owing to the death of Daniel Butters and the 
dissolution of the partnership of F. G. Logan & 
Co. of Chicago, composed of I’. G. Logan, Daniel But- 
ters, Ben. B. Bryan and Theron Logan, the firm 
has been dissolved, and a new partnership has been 
formed by Frank G. Logan, Ben. B. Bryan and 
Theron Logan, who are doing business under the 
firm name of F. G. Logan. 


A Buffalo correspondent says: “The Ryan Ele- 
vator has done so much business there during this 
and last season that it is supposed to have made a 
pile of money for its owners, and the millers will 
now see if there is not something in the business 
for them. Plans have been drawn for the changes 
needed, but nothing will be done this season. .The 
Ryan Elevator is out of the pool, and transfers grain 
at a cut rate.” 


The reorganization of the St. Louis United Ele- 
yator Company is now on the eve of successful ac- 
complishment. J. B. M. Kehlor has finally signed 
the agreement upon the basis of which the reorgani- 
zation is to be effected. Breckinridge Jones and 
Henry S. Potter, the other two members of the 
committee in charge of the matter, having also 
signed, all that remains is for the bondholders to 
deposit their securities. On September 23 the Com- 
mittee on Reorganization, of which Secretary of 
the Interior, D. R. Francis was chairman, submit- 
ted a report signed by a majority of the members 
recommending in outline a scheme of reorganiza- 
tion. There is to be a foreclosure of the present 
mortgages, and the several elevators will be bought 
at the mortgage sale for a new company. The latter 
is to be organized with $500,000 common stock, 
$500,000 cumulative preferred 5 per cent. stock, and 
a first mortgage of not to exceed $1,000,000, bearing 
5 per cent. semi-annual interest, to cover all the ele- 
vators of the system. 


Join the Grain Dealers’ National Association. 
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Keep poor hay at home; it depresses the market 
and is always slow sale. 


The firm of D. G. McBean & Co., hay dealers of 
Montreal, Canada, was dissolved recently. 


A. Yocum, who deals in hay, feed and coal at Read- 
ing, Pa., operates a large warehouse on the railroad 
track. 

Frank H. Wilson of Buffalo, N. Y., has engaged 
in the buying and shipping of hay at North Man- 
chester, Ind, 


The successful commission merchant knows when 
to advise shippers not to send in hay as well as 
when they can profitably do so. 


Two men were recently arrested at Atwood, Kan., 
on the charge of starting a fire which destroyed 15 
tons of hay belonging to Jonah Foster. 

From August 1 to October 17 the United Kingdom 
imported 24,000 tons of hay, against 32,700 tons im- 
ported in the corresponding period of 1895-96. 


With the National Hay Association’s rules for 
grading now in use in fourteen cities, misleading 
quotations on hay are becoming a thing of the past. 


The Western Hay Co. of Kansas City, Mo., has 
embarked in the coal business, which it will carry 
on in connection with its hay business at that 
place. 

A. Groweg & Son, dealers of hay and feed at 
Defiance, Ohio, have loaded 15 cars with hay and 
shipped them to points in Maryland, Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania and New York. : 

A car of hay standing in the Wiggin’s Ferry Co.’s 
yards at St. Louis, Mo., and which was consigned 
to the Mississippi Valley Hay and Storage Co. of St. 
Louis, caught fire and was partially destroyed Octo- 
- ber 22. Loss $150. 


Joseph Guthrie’s hay barn at Hrie, Ill., was set on 
fire by a tramp October 27, and was destroyed, to- 
gether with 60 tons of loose and two cars of baled 
hay. Loss, $500. The building was insured, but 
the hay was not. The tramp was arrested. 


It is just as important for the shipper to keep 
posted on grades as it is for the commission man. 
And in shipping hay the shipper should not forget 
the fact that when his hay reaches the market it 
comes into competition with hay from a wide range 
of country. 

The hay business is a comparatively new one; that 
is why crudities which should be abolished are 
still in existence. The hay trade will be conducted 
on business principles when the relations of the ship- 
pers and commission men exist in confidence and 
friendliness. The National Hay Association is doing 
a good deal to bring this about, but local associa- 
tions are still needed. 


It pays to load cars to the minimum weight if you 
do not want the freight to take all the profit. Re- 
cently a hay shipper found there was due him just 
$4.50 ona car of hay when the commission merchant 
had sold it. The shipper immediately registered a 
kick at what looked like extortion on the part of the 
commission merchant, when it turned out that -6,000 
pounds freight had to be paid for in excess of the 
hay the car contained. a 


Probably next season will see American hay pro- 
tected, for it seems that the only thing needed .to 
bring this about is action on the part of the National 
Association. As the Legislative Committee reported, 
it has become “the duty of the National Hay Associa- 
tion to use its influence toward the protection of 
American hay by requesting Congress to so modify 
the duty as to protect the American grower against 
the invasion of foreign product.” The Association 
will recommend the restoration to the old schedule 
of $4 per ton. 


EK. ©. Forrest, of the Reliance Mercantile Co., 


Saginaw, Mich., reports that his company 
has shipped 500 carloads of hay to New 
Dngland points since August and has _ orders 


placed for 250 cars at the present time. The Sagi- 
naw Milling Co. is buying hay extensively and 
shipping several carloads daily. Buyers are paying 
$8 and $8.50 for pressed hay. The hay crop is one 
of more magnitude in that section than is generally 
known Saginaw County produces over 60,000 tons 
of hay annually, and the acreage is being steadily 
increased. Shiawassee County produces over 50,000 
tons, Sanilac 70,000, Tuscola 40,000, Huron 45,000, 


Isabella. 18,000, Genesee 80,000, and Gratiot County 
35,000 tons. - 


k. O. N. Ford & Son, dealers in hay, straw, etc., 
at New York City, have leased from the West Shore 
Railway Co. part of the public hay shed on West 
Thirty-sixth, which, together with their other ware- 
house, gives the firm plenty of storage facilities. 
The firm has established offices at No. 215 Produce 
Exchange building. 


“The National Hay Association,” said G. S. 
Blakeslee at the recent convention at St. Louis, ‘was 
organized for the purpose of securing improved 
methods for handling baled hay, and to bring about 
a higher sense of commercial hqnor among mer- 
chants engaged in the business. The baled hay in- 
dustry has come to the front very rapidly in recent 
years. At one time the hay contingent of the Chi- 
‘ago Board of Trade was so small as to be without 
representation on the directory. At present we claim 
both the first and second vice-presidents.” 


Hay shippers will be wise not to pay any atten- 
tion to a commission firm who offers to save them 
commissions. No legitimate commission firm, 
whether a member of the local Exchange or not, 
could afford or would desire to do business on such 
a basis. The one who does so makes a profit some- 
where. Such firms do anything to get shipments; 
business courtesy or honor is scarcely recognized by 
them. Take an example: A hay dealer bought a 
ear of hay from a commission man and found the 
name of the country shipper on the expense bill. The 
purchaser of the hay immediately wrote the ship- 
per, stating that he had bought the hay, and that he 
could save the shipper the commission on his hay if 
he would ship direct to him. But the shipper had 
been caught once before, and merely forwarded 
the correspondence to his commission man. 


Hay shippers will do well to look to Southern 
markets this season. There is always more or less 
of an outlet for our hay crop in the Central and 
Western states on Southern account. This ought to 
be considerable the coming season, as the severe 
drouth in certain states, such as Arkansas, and 
some of those adjoining, was pronounced, greatly 
lessening the yield there and increasing their re- 
quirements from outside. The single market of 
Memphis received 119,750 bales of hay during August 
and September, this chiefly from points North and 
West. New Orleans received 63,288 bales same two 
months, against 58,558 last year. Rail freights on 
grain to the South are remarkably low, and proyid- 
ing reasonable figures can be secured for hay a 
good business ought to be accomplished. Shrewd 
shippers know this, and are taking advantage of it. 
Witness the train loads going to southern points. 


William Hopps, President of the National Hay 
Association, is about 50 years old, and has for 30 
years been actively identified with the hay and 
grain interests. Besides Wm. Hopps & Co.’s busi- 
ness at Baltimore there is a branch at Philadelphia, 
which is in charge of IF’. H. Brown. The Hay Trade 
Journal, from whom we get these facts, says: In 
selecting Mr. Hopps to preside over the destinies of 
this organization for the ensuing year, the Associa- 
tion showed a keen sense of business forethought. 
Mr. Hopps was one of the founders of the organiza- 
tion, and ever since has been most actively engaged 
in building up and pushing forward the work so well 
begun at Cleveland. We believe that the Associa- 
tion will prosper well under his able management, 
and that when his annual report is made it will 
show renewed strength and vigor and a membership 
almost double and. the work accomplished greater 
than in previous years of its history. 


REVIEW OF CHICAGO HAY MARKET. 
The prices for hay. ruling in the Chicago market 
during the last four weeks, according to the Trade 
Bulletin, were as follows: 


During the week ending October 17 receipts of 
hay were 6,816 tons, against 4,205 tons the previous 
week; shipments 609 tons, against 323 tons for the 
previous week. The market for both Timothy and 
Prairie Hay ruled dull. The arrivals show a large 
increase, and the offerings were heavy. Only a 
moderate inquiry existed either on local or shipping 
accourt, and a weak feeling prevailed. Prices de- 
clined about 50 cents per ton. Rye straw sold at 
$5.50@6.00. 

During the week ending October 24 receipts were 
5.836 tons; shipments 572 tons. The arrivals of 
Timothy Hay were only moderate, and a firm feel- 
ing prevailed. Demand fair both on local and ship- 
ping account. Prices show an advance of 25@50 
cents per ton. The market for Upland Prairie ruled 
rather dull. Only a moderate inquiry existed, and 
the offerings were large. Prices weak and about 25 
cents lower per ton. Sales of Choice Timothy 
ranged at $9.00@10.00; No. 1, $8.00@9.00; No. 2, $7.50 
@8.00; No. 3, $6.00; not graded, $5.00@8.50; No Grade, 
$5.00; Choice Prairie, $7.75@8.75; No. 1, $6.75@7.50; 
No. 2, $5.50@7.00; No. 8, $4.50@6.00; No. 4, $4.00@ 
4.25. Rye straw sold at $5.50@6.25, and oat straw 
at $3.00@5.00. 

During the week ending October 31 receipts were 
6,292 tons; shipments 666 tons. The market for 


Timothy Hay ruled very steady. The arrivals were 
liberal early in the week, but later fell off consid- 
erably. Local demand was quite good, and ship- 
ping inquiry moderate. Prices show no_ special 
change. Prairie Hay-was rather dull. The offerings 
were large, and only a moderate demand existed, 
buyers taking hold sparingly, merely supplying nec- 
essary wants. Prices weak, and about 25 cents 
lower per ton. Sales of Choice Timothy ranged at 
$9.00@10.00; No. 1, $8.50@9.50; No. 2, $7.50@8.50; 
not graded, $6.00@8.50; Choice Prairie, $7.75@8.50; 
No. 1, $7.00@7.50; No. 2, $5.50@6.50; No. 3, $5.00; 
No. 4, $4.00; packing hay, $4.25. Rye straw sold at 
$5.00@6.50, and oat straw at $4.00. 

During the week ending November 7 receipts were 
5,598 tons; shipments 590 tons. The arrivals of 
Timothy Hay were quite small, and the demand 
was good, both on local and shipping account. A 
firm feeling existed though prices show no change. 
The market for Prairie Hay ruled dull. Strictly 
choice grades were in fair request with no 
change in prices. Low and medium grades were in 
large supply, and the demand was light. Prices 
easier. Sales of Choice Timothy ranged at $9.50@ 
10.00; No. 1, $8.25@9.25; No. 2, $7.50@8.50; No. 3, 
$6.50; not graded, $6.00@7.50; No Grade, $4.00; 


| Clover Mixed, $5.75; Choice Prairie, $7.50@8.50; No. 
| 1, $7.00@7.50; No. 2, $5.75@6.50; No. 3, $4.75@5.50; 


No. 4, $4.00@4.50. Rye straw sold at $5.00@6.00. 


A BALE ELEVATOR. 

A bale elevating machine recently patented by 
Thomas I’, Meath of Humboldt, Kan., is shown 
in the accompanying cut. The elevator is operated 
by horse power, and looks simple and strong in 


a \ Lee =e oe 


construction. It consists of a chute A, and the ele- 
yating mechanism, which is simply a reciprocating 
plunger B connected with a rotating shaft D by a 
pitman rod © and arm O. The retainers G and Ji 
prevent any backward movement of the bales. 


HAY PRODUCTION.* 


The United States Department of Agriculture re- 
ports the acreage, production and value of hay in 
the United States, 1866 to 1895, as follows: 


; Average 
Calendar year. | Production, Area, Value. value 

Tons, Acres. per ton. 
21,778,627 17,668,904) $317.561 837 $14.58 
26,277,000 20,020,554) 372,864,670 14,19 
26,141,900 21,541,573) 31,941,930 13.46 
26,420,000 18,591,281] 337,662,600 12.78 
24,525,000 19;861.805] 338,969,680) 13.82 
22,239,400 19,009,052) 351,717,035 15.82 
23,812,800 20,318,936] 345,969,079 14.43 
25,085,100 21,894,084) 339,895,486 13.55 
25,133,900 21,769,772) 331,420,738 13.19 
27,873,600" >| 28,507,964) 342,203,445 12.28 
30,867.100 . 25,282.797| 300,901,252 9.75 
31,629.300 » 25,367,708) 271,984,950 8.60 
39,608,296 26,931,300) 285,543,752 7.21 
35,493,000 27,484,991) 330,804,494 9.32 
31,925,233 25,863,955) 371,811,084 11.65 
35,135,064 30,888,700) 415,131,366 11.82 
38,138,049 32,339,585) 371,170,326 9.73 
46,864,009 35,515,948] 334,834,451 8.21 
48,470,460 38,571,593) 396,139,309 8.17 
44,731,550 39,849,701) 389,752,873 8.71 
41,796,499 36,501,688] 353,437,699) 8 46 
41,454,458 37,664,739) 413,440,283 9.97 
46,643,094 38,591,903) 408,499,565 8.76 
65,766,158 49,613,469) 570,882,872) 8.68 
54,874,408 48,321,272) 468,578,321 8.54 
47.078,541 44.206.453| 393,185,615 8 35 


*No estimate of crop prepared by U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture for 1889 to 1892. p fi 3 
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CROP REPORTS 


{Readers will confer a fayor oy sending us reports each month 

of the acreage and condition of growing crops, the amount of 
rain and hay in farmers’ hands and stocks in store, for publica- 
on in this department. ] 


KANSAS, Abilene, Oct. 30.—The fall wheat is in 
excellent condition, and the rain that fell last night 
will do it a vast amount of good.—Abilene Monitor. 


THXAS, Pilot Point, Denton Co., Nov. 10.—The 
growing crop of wheat in this section is fine. There 
is an increased acreage over last year. E. B. 
KRONE. 

MISSOURI, Wellsville, Montgomery Co., Oct. 29.— 
A good deal of wheat was sowed in this vicinity this 
season, but there is no grinding wheat, and mills 
ship in from St. Louis. CHAS. A. BAY. 


NEBRASKA, Wyoming, Otoe Co., Oct. 26.—We 
have an excellent corn crop in this vicinity. The 
wheat was fair. Oats are very light. We look for 
a good trade in corn during the coming months. 
W. B. BANNING. 


MANITOBA.—The revised official crop report for 
Manitoba reduced the total crop to 14,371,000 bush- 
els, or a reduction from the August estimate of 
4,194,000 bushels. The crop in the territories has 
been officially estimated at 4,000,000 bushels, but 
this is too high, and from the best information we 
would not place the crop at over half the amount, 
making a total crop of about 16,400,000 bushels for 
Manitoba and the territories. From that total we 
will not have a surplus materially over 12,000,000 
bushels, after deducting home requirements for seed 
and food—Winnipeg Commercial. 


WINTER WHEAT.—Thoman’s November report 
shows that the winter wheat area is probably in- 
creased by 5 per cent., as compared with area har- 
vested. The total is 24,633,875 acres, as contrasted 
with 23,491,580 acres harvested. The increase in 
the principal states east of the Rocky Mountains is: 
Ohio, 8 per cent.; Michigan, 1; Indiana, 4; Ilinois, 9; 
Missouri, 11, and Kansas, 6 per cent. While Ne- 
braska is not an important winter wheat state, it 
is worthy of mention, showing, as it does, an in- 
evease of 13 per cent. over the area harvested. Omit- 
ting states of minor production in the South there 
is no state but what shows an increase. Seeding 
has been completed in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, 
Tllinois and Missouri, and nearly so in the remainder 
of the more important states. Where it has not 
yet been finished it is more likely that the present 
estimates will be increased rather than decreased. 


MIGHIGAN.—The average condition of wheat in 
the state on November 1 was 90, in the southern 
counties 88, central 93, and northern 95, comparison 
being with vitality and growth of average years. 
The average condition in the state in previous years 
has been, 1895, 78; 1894, 94; 1893, 89; 1892, 87, and 
1891, 91. The plant appears to be in healthy condi- 
tion but is of small growth owing to the unusually 
cold and dry weather of October. The average yield 
of corn per acre in the state is estimated at 72 bush- 
els of ear, equal to about 36 bushels of shelled corn. 
The estimate for the southern counties is 74, central 
70, and northern 67 bushels of ear. These are re- 
markably high estimates for the state, and each 
section, and indicate the largest crop ever grown. 
The average yield per acre in the sixteen years, 
1879-94, was 51.65 bushels of ear, or about 26 bushels 
of shelled corn. The clover seed crop is light. The 
estimate is 1.61 bushels per acre on less than three- 
fourths the acreage in average years. ‘Potatoes are 
estimated to yield 80 per cent. of an ayerage crop. 
The excessive rains during the growing season did 
much damage to this crop. Hog cholera is reported 
from a few localities, mostly in the extreme south- 
ern counties, but stock generally is in good condi- 
tion. ; 

GOVERNMENT CROP REPORT.—The returns to 
the Department of Agriculture for the month of 
November as to rates of yield. make the average of 
corn 27.3 bushels, which is above the yield indi- 
cated by the condition figures in October. Last 
year the preliminary estimate of yield was 26.2 
bushels. The rates of yield in the large and princi- 
pal corn states are as follows: New York, Blt: 
Pennsylvania, 387.1; Ohio, 39.9; Michigan, 87.0; In- 
diana, 32.4; Illinois, 40.4; Wisconsin, 33.6; Minne- 
sota, 30.6; Iowa, 37.7; Missouri, 26.3; Kansas, 27.1; 
Nebraska, 37.2. 

The average yield of buckwheat is 18.7 bushels 
per acre, against 20.1 bushels last year, and 16.1 
for the year 1894. Q 

The average yield per acre of potatoes is 86.8 
bushels, which, though not phenomenal, is never- 
theless above the average for the past ten years. 

The average yield of hay as indicated by the 
preliminary returns is 1.36 tons, against 1.06 last 
year. 

The average yield of tobacco is 679 pounds per 
acre, against 748 pounds last year, and 733 pounds 
in the year 1894. 

The European Agent notes the lack of trustworthy 
estimates of the Russian wheat shortage. The ad- 
yance in price, which is expected to be fairly main- 


tained, will result in increased acreage in Great 
Britain. 

Wet weather in October throughout Central 
Hurope was unfavorable for the potato crop. A 
good corn yield has been realized on the lower 
Danube. 


OH1O.—The Ohio Board of Agriculture issued its 
November crop bulletin for the state November 5, 
giving important data regarding the wheat crop for 
next year, and the corn crop. The area of wheat 
sown this fall for the harvest of next year is esti- 
mated to be 6 per cent. less in amount than the area 
seeded in the fall of 1895, though the total acres 
are more than were actually harvested the present 
year, for the reason that about 11 per cent. of the 
wheat seeded in the fall of 1895 was plowed up the 
following spring. The condition of soil at time of 
seeding was generally good. The average date of 
seeding was a little late, farmers fearing the fly. 
The present condition of the plant is fairly good, 
although the Hessian fly is reported as prevalent 
in some localities, and working on the’ wheat, es- 
pecially that sown early. The late sown is a little 
backward, but general conditions are favorable to 
the plant-and its preparation for the winter. CORN 
is a good crop; that on hill and well drained land 
excellent. Some of the corn on the clay and low, 
flat lands is not curing out well, and is therefore slow 
in being cribbed. Corn fodder on the low, wet 
lands is somewhat moldy. Prospect compared 
with an average, 100 per cent. ACREAGE compari- 
son is made with:last year’s seeding: WHHAT— 
Area sown last fall, 2,251,048 acres; area sown this 
fall compared with last year, 96 per cent.; estimated 
area seeded for the harvest of 1897, 2,161,295 acres; 
condition Compared with an average, 93 per cent.; 
average date of seeding, September 23; condition of 
soil at time of seeding, good. RYH—Area sown last 
tall, 37,311 acres; area sown this fall compared with 
last year, 97 per cent. BARLEY—KEstimated area 
seeded for the harvest of 1897, 13,925 acres; barley 
condition compared with an average, 94 per cent. 
BUCKWHBAT—Prospect compared with an ayer- 
age, 89 per cent. CLOVER SHED—Prospect com- 
pared with an average, 54 per cent. POTATOES— 
Estimated area planted, 137,162 acres; average prod- 
uct per acre, 93 bushels; total estimated product, 
12,652,147 bushels. The potato crop shows a good 
average product per acre, but there is a general re- 
port of rot, which must affect the crop to a consid- 
erable extent. APPLES—Product compared with 
an average, 64 per cent. HOGS—Condition com- 
pared with an average, 94 per cent.; number to be 
fatted compared with last year, 88 per cent. 


(JBPTUARY 


Jacob CG. Ewald, grain commission merchant of 
St. Louis, Mo., died recently. 


William Jenkinson, formerly in the grain business 
at Port Huron, Mich., died suddenly October 14 of 
apoplexy. 


J. BE. Leonard, of the firm of J. H. Leonard & Son, 
dealers in grain, ete., at Jewett City, Conn., died 
November 3. 


Captain J. J. Thornton, formerly of the Warren 
Grain Co. of Atlanta, died October 14, at his home at 
Memphis, Tenn. 


B. C. Wheeler, formerly a grain and feed dealer 
of New York City, died at his home at Syracuse, 
N. Y., October 26. 


George W. Phillips, one of the oldest and best 
known members of the Chicago Board of ‘Trade, 
died October 16 of acute pneumonia. He was born 
in Cincinnati in 1828 and has been a member of the 
Board for twenty-five years. 


John Hood, grain dealer of Pittsburg, Pa., died 
suddenly of heart disease October 22, at his home in 
Allegheny. Mr. Hood was 68 years of age and had 
been living in Allegheny for many years. He was 
a director and stockholder in the Monongahela Na- 
tional Bank, part owner of a large grain elevator 
and a well-known and highly respected man in busi- 
ness circles generally. 


James W. Sykes, the founder of the firm of James 
W. Sykes & Co., one of the oldest grain and seed 
dealers in the West, died at his home at Chicago 
October 22. Born at Great Falls, N. Y., in 1883, Mr. 
Sykes was 63 years of age. He received his early 
education at the Worcester high school, and sub- 
sequently attended the academy at Lancaster. In 
1851 he went to Boston and was employed as a 
clerk in a grain and seed store, where he learned 
the business. Ill health brought him to Chicago in 
1859. He erected the first grain dryer put up in 
Chicago. Subsequently he organized the firm of 
James W. Sykes & Co. The great fire made a clean 
sweep of his property and he was among those 
unfortunates who got no insurance on their losses. 
He was enabled to resume business, however, and 
built up the firm which uses his name. He saw the 


seed business grow in. the West from its infancy. 
In 1860 Mr. ‘Sykes married: Sarah Jane -Clark of 
Nowton, Mass., and he leaves a widow and five 
children. 


__@« COMMENT 


THE RISE IN WHEAT. 

There has not been before, in our recollection, ¢ 
rise in wheat prices due so entirely to legitimate 
demand, and sayoring so little of speculative’ ma- 
neuvering, as is the present one. The rapidity of the 
latter part of the advance has been so great as to 
astonish the most sanguine believer in higher prices. 
—Corn Trade News. 


GRAIN INSPECTION REFORM, 


The recommendations of the committee of the 
Chicago Board of Trade touching the Illinois grain 
inspection department [and civil service rules], 
should have the approval of every grain merchant 
and miller who desires to see the inspection depart- 
ments of the country attain the highest standard of 
efficiency. There is no place for political influence 
in the operation of a grain inspection department, 
and political rule should not be tolerated longer 
than it requires to abate. Competent grain in- 
spectors should not be made afraid of the power of 
official accidents.—Modern Miller. 


DOLLAR WHEAT. 

The records of the rise in wheat make pleasant 
reading. High wheat makes high flour, and that 
makes dear bread, but none seems to be thinking 
of that. The all but universal sentiment is satis- 
faction in any legitimate condition of the markets 
that will help the farmers. The farmer is on the 
mind of the American public to an oppressive de- 
gree. We all want him to make money, the only 
condition being that it shall be honest money. Dol- 
lar wheat would be immensely popular in the United 
States, and every skip that breadstuffs make toward 
the dollar mark is greeted with smiles and a dis- 
position to cheer.—Harper’s Weekly. 


NEW YORK LOSING GROUND. 

It is useless to attempt to deny that New York 
has lost in a measure its preéminence as the princi- 
pal export market of the country. This is especially 
true with reference to the exportation of corn which 
has been going abroad freely from Southern ports 
where transportation rates are lower. It is, of course, 
true that our loss has been partly brought about by 
unjust discrimination in rail freights, and naturally 
the members of the Produce Exchange intend to 
fight for their rights, and will doubtless compel the 
railway companies to make restitution, but never- 
theless they must look into other charges near at 
home, and ascertain if improvement cannot be 
made that would increase trade materially.—New 
York Produce Exchange Reporter. 


THE NEW WESTERN FREIGHT ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT 

(The new agreement of the Western Freight Asso- 
ciation, Which is scheduled to go into effect Noyem- 
ber 1, marks another and what is perhaps the 
most intelligently directed effort to maintain rates 
that is possible under present legislation. That it 
will from the outset accomplish all that is claimed 
for it is, perhaps, too much to expect, but that it 
will effect the desired object to a much greater 
extent than have any of the other agreements made 
since the act to regulate commerce became operative, 
may be reasonably asserted. Certainly, if the com- 
prehensive view of the situation and the appre- 
hension of the equities in the case which now 
prevail among the executives of the larger roads 
shall continue, there is little doubt that the new 
agreement will be found to be the best possible 
expedient to bridge the interval pending the repeal 
of the pooling clause of the law.—Railway Review. 


DELAYING GRAIN AT BUFFALO, 

Vessel owners ought to put their heads together 
and refuse to take cargoes that are consigned to any 
elevator and stand the chance of finding several 
boats ahead of them when they arrive, without a 
proviso that any rail elevator that happens to be 
without a cargo at the time shall be allowed to un- 
load the boat. The Buffalo elevators are pooled as 
regards to rates, but they are not combined in any 
way that will help out vessels that happen to be 
bunched for the same house. This is all wrong. 
The idea that a vessel should be obliged to lie for 
days perhaps right in front of an elevator that is 
all ready to run and will run as soon as it gets a 
cargo and yet is not allowed to unload the vessel, 
because the cargo is down for some other house 
which is pooled with it so far as management of 
charges is concerned, and which is no better pre- 
pared to deliver the grain to any eastbound road 
than itself. These arrangements are too one-sided.— 
Marine Record. 


194 


AMERICAN ELEVATOR A 


ND GRAIN TRADE. 


WATERWAYS 


The record has been broken on big cargoes of 
oats, the Zenith City having loaded 289,000 bushels 
at South Chicago. The largest previous record was 
held by the Curry, 247,000 bushels. 


Quick work was done in loading a vessel at the 
Chicago O’Neill Grain Co.’s elevator at South Chi- 
‘cago, Ill, recently, when 106,000 bushels of oats 
were loaded into a vessel in 24% hours. 

The first corn cargo to leave Milwaukee, Wis., for 
15 to 20 years was shipped October 14 by David 
Vance & Co. to Buffalo. The shipment consisted of 
85,000 bushels, and the rate was 2 cents per bushel. 


The receipts of grain at Buffalo by lake during the 
48 hours ending at noon, October 19, broke the 
previous highest record by 235,000 bushels. The re- 
ceipts (flour estimated as grain) were 3,194,000 bush- 
els. 

The first cargo of wheat received at the port of 
Sandusky, Ohio, for three years arrived October 24, 
consigned to the new elevators at the B. & O. R. R. 
docks. A number of cargoes are expected this 
fall, and a continued trade next season is looked for. 


Owing to the large exportations of grain at New 
York and the demand for grain boats at Buffalo, 
traffic on the Hudson River has assumed an old- 
time appearance of activity. It is said that nearly 
every one/ot the grain boats has been pressed into 
service. 

The steamer Algoa sailed from Galveston, Texas, 
October 26, with what was claimed to be the largest 
cargo ever taken from an American port by a single 
vessel. The cargo consisted of 104,000 bushels of 
grain, 18,260 bales of cotton, and 640 tons of other 
freight. 

The schooner Dessie M., from Boston for New 
Glasgow, N. S., with 6,500 bushels of corn in bulk, 
sprung a leak and grounded at Liverpool, N. S%., 
October 21, materially damaging her cargo. Blaney, 
Brown & Co. of Boston were the shippers of the 
corn, which was valued at $2,300, and was fully 
insured. 

The Welland Canal is being badly neglected, 
though it is one of the most important waterways 
in Canada. It is supposed to be 14 feet deep, but it 
is a mere ditch, considering the size of modern lake 
steamers. Large cargoes of graim have to be trans- 
shipped at its entrance and transshipped again to 
barges at Kingston. 


General Superintendent John Ryan of the Illinois 
and Michigan Canal announces that the canal will 
be closed for navigation from Bridgeport to La 
Salle, Il., on November 15, at midnight. If the 
weather permits boats will be allowed to run after 
that date between Joliet and Bridgeport at owners’ 
risk of being frozen in. 


The railroads of the Trunk Line Association have 
transferred to the Joint Traffic Association all the 
lake traffic of the trunk lines. The roads that. are 
parties to the joint traffic agreement haye connec- 
tions with lake ship lines, and as the joint traftic 
agreement pools all the traffic from the West and 
fixes rates, the effect will hardly be a lowering 
of grain rates. 

Buffalo received during October 28,251,000 bushels 
of grain by lake, which is far beyond the amount 
of any previous October. This is close to a million 
a day, to say ‘nothing of the 8,068,000 bushels that 
came in as flour. The total for the season is 131,- 
796,000 bushels of grain, and. 169,278,000 bushels 
with flour included. The amount of flour has been 
slightly exceeded three times. 


It is stated that the date for the closing of the 
Idrie Canal may be set a little earlier this season 
than last, in order to permit the state engineer 
and surveyor and the superintendent of public 
works to expedite some of the work connected with 
the $9,000,000 improvement project. Plans for con- 
siderable of the work have been completed, and a 
few of the contracts have already been let. Others 
will be let in the course of a few weeks. 


Complaints are again being made of grain short- 
ages at Buffalo. The steamer America recently 
made three trips to Buffalo, on each of which she 
was over 100 bushels short, and once over 200 bush- 


els. One shortage was 101 bushels, another 109 
bushels. These are the worst kind of shortages, 


as they can seldom be traced and rectified as a 
shortage of an even number of bushels would be. 
Such shortages cut out all the profit of the trip. 


Canada has expended $50,000,000 on her canals, 
and is now considering the question of deepening 
the St. Lawrence waterways to 21 feet. Premier 
Laurier thinks the deepening of the canals should 
be done jointly by the United States and Canada, 
inasmuch as they are common routes for vessels of 
both countries. It is estimated that if the river and 
canals between Montreal and Lake Erie were deep- 
ened to 21 feet, grain could be carried from Duluth 
and put on board the ocean steamers at Montreal 


for 5 cents, and from Chicago at 3% cents. The 
cost of the work is placed at about $40,000,000. But 
this, like several Canadian canal schemes, has not 
passed the theoretical stage. 


The steamer Queen City loaded on October 14 
134,000 bushels of wheat and 40,000 bushels of rye 
at Duluth, breaking her own record of 157,000 bush- 
els of wheat. This immense cargo, which amounts 
to 5,196 net tons, was made possible by the new 
draft of water through St. Mary's River, and other 
improvements. Her draft under former conditions 
would have been a little over 14 feet, while she 
loaded to 15 feet 6 inches with her record cargo. 


Bes J_XCHANGES 


Tickets of membership to the Chicago Board of 
Trade are selling at $950. 


Tickets of membership to the New York Produce 
Exchange were recently quoted at $150. 


Steps have been taken to foreclose the mortgage 
on the building occupied by the Open Board of 
Trade at Chicago. 


G. D. Rogers, the well-known Secretary of the 
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce, has been re- 
appointed to that office. J. H. McEHnary has been 
reappointed Assistant Secretary. 


Chas. H. Smith, who recently sold 10,000 bushels 
of wheat to George Murison on the curb after trad- 
ing hours, was suspended from the Board for one 
week. Mr. Murison for some reason was excused. 


The following members of the Chicago Board of 
Trade were appointed a committee to entertain the 
grain dealers who came to Chicago November 9 to 
form the Grain Dealers’ National Association: 
W. N. Eckhardt, J. W. Hill-Jr., J. P. Rumsey, L. 
Everingham, James Hayde, 'N. T. Wright, W..L. 
Kroeschell, H. F. Dousman, C. B. Phillips and John 
L. Fyffe. 


The Chicago Board of Trade Mutual Benefit As- 
sociation has issued in pamphlet form its financial 
report. The present membership is given as 882. 
At the close of the last fiscal year the membership 
was 782. Against 113 admissions during the year 
there have been losses of 68 members by deaths, 
resignations, and lapses. There were 11 deaths dur- 
ing the year. The mortuary benefits paid amount 
to something like $66,000 to date. On the present 
membership the face of a benefit is in the vicinity 
of $3,100. 

After two years’ suspension from the Chicago 
Board of Trade Murry Nelson, president of the Na- 
tional Elevator and Dock Company, recently asked 
the directors to reinstate him. The request was 
considered at the meeting of the Board, and after a 
brief discussion the communication was laid on the 
table. Since his suspension Mr. Nelson has fought 
the case in every court up to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, contending that the Board had 
no right to suspend him, and in every case the court 
has decided against him. 


The Directors of the Chicago Board of Trade have 
given notice that principals will be assumed to be 
responsible for the acts of their employes in any 
violation of the rules of the Board, unless evidence 
to the contrary is produced. This shifts the burden 
of proof to members when any employe is found 
trading on the curb after hours. Several times 
when the charge has been made against certain 
firms they have shifted it onto employes, and now 
they will have to prove that the employe’s act was 
without the firm’s knowledge. 


The Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce ended a 
prosperous year September 31. A year ago there 
was. a cash surplus on hand of $19,194.50, which 
has been increased to $23,454.30, The Chamber was 
free from debt.and because of the surplus no assess- 
ments have been paid by members during the year 
past. This record is claimed to be without prece- 
dent in the Exchanges of the country. The Minne- 
apolis Chamber had transacted the past year the 
largest business in its history, handling 78,000,000 
bushels of wheat, and without friction in any direc- 
tion. f 

The Chicago Board of Trade directors have 
adopted a rule prohibiting all firms any partner of 
which is under suspension, and all corporations any 
officer of which is under suspension, from using the 
Board of Trade clearing-house. A new rule will 
be voted upon ‘November 23, making it obligatory 
for all concerns using the clearing-house to have 
memberships for all their partners. A, queer 
anomaly has heretofore existed, Board of Trade 
firms with partners who are under suspension from 
Board privileges are not permitted to use the clear- 
ing-house, although some members of the firm may 
be in good standing, while at the same time con- 
cerns with partners who have been expelled from 
the Board of Trade are permitted free use of the 
Board of Trade clearing-house. Furthermore, firms 


with partners who have applied to the Board. of 
Trade for membership and who haye been rejected 
are still given all the privileges of the Hxchange 
and its clearing-house. : ‘ 


Court Decisions 


Waiver of Conditions in an Insurance Policy. 

The conditions of a policy of fire insurance may 
be waived by a general agent of the company issu- 
ing the same, notwithstanding the policy provides 
that no agent of the company can waive any of its 
conditions.—Conecordia Fire Ins. Co. vs. Johnson, 45 
Pacifie Reporter, 722. 


Draft and Bili of Lading. 


Where a bill of lading deliverable to order is at- 
tached to, and forwarded with, a time draft sent to 
an agent for collection, without special instructions, — 
an acceptance of the draft by the drawee entitled 
him to the bill of lading, and a delivery of the goods 
to him discharges the carrier from liability ——Com- 
mercial Bank vs. Chicago, St. P., ete., Ry. Co., 43 
N. E. Rep. 756. 


Measure of Damages for Destruction of Hay by 
Railroad Fires. 


In an action against a railway company for de- 
struction of hay by fire, the measure of damages, it 
appearing that there was no market for the hay at 
the place where it was destroyed, is the value of the 
hay at nearest market, less the cost of transporta- 
tion there, and not such value plus the cost of trans- 
portation to the place where the hay was destroyed— 
to replace it—Watt vs. Nevada Cent. R. Co. (Sup. 
Ct. Ney.), 46 Pacific Rep., 52. 


Payment of Stolen Check. 


It was the custom of a merchant, doing business 
at a place by an agent, to furnish the agent with 
checks on a bank, signed in blank, to be also signed 
by the agent when used in payment of goods. Such 
a check, after having been signed in blank by both 
the principal and the agent, was stolen and filled 
out by a third party, and was presented to and duly 
paid by the bank. The court held that, as between 
the merchant and the bank, the former was liable 
for the loss.—Snodgrass vs. Sweetzer (App. Ct. Ind.), 
44 Northeastern Rep., 648. 


Landlord’s Lien on Crops in Kansas. 


The statutory lien given a landlord by the laws 
of Kansas upon the crops grown or made upon a 
rented farm exists independently of a seizure upon 
attachment or other process; and no writing is re- 
quired to give force to such lien, nor is the filing or 
recording of the contract of lease a prerequisite to 
the creation of such lien. Where it has’ not been 
waived, relinquished, lost or otherwise divested, it 
is paramount to the claim of one who purchases the 
crop. while it is in the possession of the tenant upon 
the leased premises.—Scully vs. Porter (Sup. Ct. 
Kan.), 46 Pacific Reporter, 313. 


Damage to: Elevator Where Land Is Taken for 
Railroad. 


Where several blocks are used in connection with 
an elevator, for one common purpose, and as one 
property, and the eleyator cannot be properly oper- 
ated without the use of all of the blocks, two of 
which are used for storing cars, in estimating the 
damages for appropriating a portion of one block 
for the right of way for a railway, it is proper to 
estimate the damages to the property as whole, 
though the blocks are separated by streets across 
which the owner has laid tracks, though the latter 
has been done without consent of the city.—Union 
Elevator Co. vs. K. C. Suburban Belt Ry. Co. (Sup. 
Ct. Mo.), 86 Southwestern Reporter, 1071. 


Mutual Insurance—Nonpayment Voids Policy. © 


In the Supreme Court of Iowa in the case of Ross 
vs. The Hawkeye Insurance Co. the court affirmed 
the decision of the lower court. It was an action to 
recover on a policy of insurance where it is claimed 
the company was not liable because the note given 
for the premium was due and unpaid at the time the 
fire occurred. The case hinged upon the question 
whether or not the letter notifying Ross that his note 
would be due July 1, and that if not paid then his 
policy would become void, was registered and mailed 
June 1. The law requires that thirty days’ notice 
shall be given before such policies shall be forfeited 
or suspended for non-payment of premium. ‘The fire 
occurred July 2, and the jury found that the notice 
was not mailed till after June 1, so the thirty days’ 
notice was not given, and the company is held to be 
liable. The question of the law requiring this notice 
was also raised,,but the Supreme Court refuses to 
pate it because it was not raised in the District 

ourt. j 
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Items from Abtoad 


is reported as 1,800,000 
1,100,000; 


Servia’s wheat yield 
quarters (of 480 pounds each), against 
quarters last season. . 


The corn crop of Italy is estimated at 9,200,000 
quarters (of 480 pounds each), against 8,500,000 
quarters, the definite official estimate for 1895. 


The United States Consul at Weimar reports 
that statistics recently published show that wheat 
flour is largely displacing rye flour in Germany. 


During the nine months ending September the 
United Kingdom imported oats as follows, in hun- 
dredweights: In 1896, 11,472,000; in 1895, 11,710,- 
900; in 1894, 11,108,796. . ' ; 


Russia’s annual average wheat production. in 
the five years, 1891-95, was 301,406,600 bushels; in 
1886-90, 233,400,988 bushels; in the three years, 1883- 
85, 224,106,611 bushels. ; 


Changes in the import duties of New South 
Wales, Australia, which took, effect July 1, reduces 
the tariff on wheat flour and maizena to 2 cents per 
pound, on rice to $14.59 per ton. 


Sweden imported in September 44,000 quarters of 
wheat (of 480 pounds each) and 7,000 sacks of flour. 
The net import in the first two months of the season 
was 82,000 quarters, compared with 61,000 quarters 
in corresponding period last season. Z a 


The United Kingdom imported wheat in Septem- 
ber as follows, in hundredweights: In 1896, 5,026,- 
850; in 1895, 7,307,700; in 1894, 6,928,858. Imports 
during the nine months ending September were: In 
1896, 50,344,440; in 1895, 65,582,655; in 1894, 54,693,- 
877. is: raat 


During September the United “Kingdom imported’ 
In 1896, 


corn as. follows, in _hundredweights:: 
6,119,800; in 1895, 3,468,500; in 1894, 1,719,628. Dur- 
ing the nine months ending September imports were: 
In 1896, 36,806,660; in’ 1895, 28,639,770; in 1894, 
29,602,546. nore : é 


According to official statistics _ the yield of the 


crops in New Zealand were, ‘in “bushels: Wheat, | 


6,843,768 in 1896; 3,613,137 in 1895; 4,891,693 in 1894; 
oats, 12,263,540 in 1896; 10,221,353 in 1895; 12,153,068 
in 1894; barley, 1,035,762 in 1896;-4,000,612 in 1895; 
724,653 in 1894. 


Argentine exports of wheat from January 1 to 
October 22, in quarters of 480. pounds each, were: 
In 1896, 2,198,000; in 1895, 4,475,000; in 1894, 6,735,- 
000. Exports of corn from April 1 to October 22 
‘were 4,153,500 quarters; from April 1 to March 31, 
2,763,500 quarters. 


France imported for interior consumption during 
September 48,000 quarters (of 480 pounds each) of 
wheat and flour. The total in the two months, 
August and September, was 114,000 quarters, 
against 308,000 quarters in the corresponding two 
months last season. : é 


After a good planting season Argentine crops are 
threatened with serious damage by locusts. They 
have appeared in the provinces of Rosario and 
Monteyideo and especially in Santa Fe, where the 
Agricultural Department has sent an ofticer with 
$50,000 at his disposal to fight the pest. 


United States Consul Hurst, at Prague, reports 
that the Austrian government is about to treble the 
duty on glucose to bar out the better and cheaper 
article from America. Within five months the 
United States shipped 2,640,000 pounds of this com- 
modity to Austria, paying a duty of $2.90 for every 
220 pounds. — 


The preliminary official estimate of crop yields in 
the German Empire for 1896 places wheat at 26.7 
bushels per acre, against 28.3 for Prussia only; this 
year’s estimate compares with 24.8 bushels in 1895. 
The yield of barley for 1896 is given as 29.2 bushels 
against 29.3 in 1895. 


Holland imported in September 641,000 quarters 
wheat (of 480 pounds each) and 108,000 sacks flour; 
the exports included 527,000 quarters wheat and 
7,000 sacks flour. The net import of the,two articles 
in August and September -was 363,000 quarters 
against 390,000 quarters in the first. two months of 
last season. 


A report from Bombay, India, October 26, says: 
“The scarcity of grain is now being felt over almost 
the whole country, and the failure of the crops 
makes famine certain. Rioting has occurred in 

_ yarious centers, inspired by sheer want. The gov- 
ernment is opening supply depots in most of the 
affected districts.” r 


United Kingdom imports from August 1 to Octo- 
ber 17, compared with the same period of the previ- 
ous season, included: Wheat, 2,850,000, against 
4,621,000 quarters; corn, 3,122,000 against 2,149,000 
quarters; beans, 166,000 against 231,000 quarters 
(all of 480 pounds each); barley, 1,261,000 against 
1,712,000 quarters (of 400 pounds each); oats, 1,3861,- 
000 against 1,193,000 quarters (of 304 pounds each); 


peas, 146,000 against 108,500 quarters (of 504 pounds 
each). 


Wheat has risen from the lowest point on record 
in modern times to an average of over 10 shillings, or 
$2.40, per quarter of 480 pounds. The rise from the 
lowest prices of 1894 has been as follows: At Chi- 
cago, $2.28; St. Louis, $2.60; Liverpool, $3.36; 
Amsterdam, $4.16; Berlin, $2.40; Paris, $1.82; 
Pesth, $1.78, per 480 pounds. 


The average annual wheat production of the six 
principal wheat-exporting countries is given by the 
Department of Agriculture as foltews, in bushels: 
United States during the five years of 1891-95, 490,- 
246,218; 1886-90, 443,847,400; 1881-85, 435,685,744. 
Canada, 1891-95, 51,405,800; 1885-90, 36,294,636; 1881- 
85, 39,200,000. Argentine, 1891-95, 61,600,000; 1886- 
90, 22,300,000; for the two years, 1884-85, 13,000,000. 
Uruguay, 1891-95, 6,148,000, Russia, 1891-95, 301,- 
406,600; 1886-90, 233,400,988; for the three years 
1883-85, 224,106,611. India, 1891-95, 224,909,600; 
1886-90, 245,657,238; for the two years 1881-85, 269,- 
721,362. 


According to an English correspondent, who wrote 
to the Price Current under date of October 12, the 
crops of-the United Kingdom have been seriously 
damaged and to a great extent rendered unmarket- 
able. He writes: “From the middle of August till 
the last of September there were hardly two con- 
secutive days without rain, and in the latter month 
rain fell nearly every day in most parts of the 
ecouutry. In the early districts, where the great 
bulk of the wheat crop was grown, harvest was ex- 
ceptionally early, and nearly all the grain crops 
were secured before the wet weather set in. In 
the north of England and Ireland, and all but a 
small portion of Scotland, where hardly any wheat 
is grown, about the entire crops of barley, oats and 
beans were exposed to rain nearly. every -day for 
from four te six weeks; some crops cut and others 
standing.” 


A SHORTAGE ACCOUNTED FOR. 


Recently a barge load of oats was received at this 
port from Prescott, and put on board ocean steamer 
for London by the Montreal Elevating Company, 
which weighed the grain and issued its certificate 
for about 1,800 bushels less than the captain of the 
barge claimed was delivered, says the Montreal 
Trade Bulletin. The Elevating Company was ap- 
pealed to, and asked to have the matter set right; 
but, as usual, believing in its infallibility, the com- 
pany persisted in its contention that the grain had 
been elevated and weighed correctly into the 
steamer, and consequently its certificate of weight 
could not be disputed. The result was that the 
parties who had sold the grain to a shipper here 
had to go into the market and buy sufficient to make 
up the shortage. The grain arrived on the other 
side, and it was then found that there was a sur- 
plus corresponding to the shortage on this side, 
proving conclusively that the Montreal Elevating 
Company is not infallible, but is liable to err like 
all.other mortal monopolies, and that in elevating 
the barge load of oats from Prescott into the steamer, 
a mistake had been made of about 1,800 bushels—a 
mighty big deficit. 


GRADING AT TOLEDO. 


The Chicago Times-Herald of recent date con- 
tained the following: ‘Unless there is something 
very exacting about the grading of red winter wheat 
at Toledo and Detroit, or something very loose here, 
there should be some movement of red winter 
wheat from here to those points. No. 2 Red closed 
at Toledo at 8514 cents, while No. 2 Red here sold 
at 4 cents over December, which would mean 784 
cents in store, or about .794%4~cents f. o. Db. 
As the wheat could be laid down in Toledo 
at about 2 cents a bushel by lake it is 
suggestive that none of it is starting. Of course, 
there is very little of it here, but even such little 
is, of course, available wherever there is a profit. 
The truth is, however, that there is something won- 
derful about the grading at Toledo, it being very 
striet, but at the same time apparently amenable to 
certain local influences down there. Some people 
can get wheat through, some other people never 
ean. And so it makes shippers so uncertain that 
they don’t try to make, a turm unless there is so 
much profit in sight as to pay the taking of the 
risk.” 

This is a most surprisingly unfair and untruthful 
reflection, not only upon our inspection system, but 
upon Toledo grain dealers. It is but just to sup- 
pose that the editor has been greatly misled by 
someone. The facts are, that our system of inspec- 
tion is uniform, fair and honorable. Our inspectors 
do not know the ownership of the grain, and our 
rules prohibit the presence of owners or agents in 
the railway yards when the inspection is performed. 
When the grading is complained of an appeal can 
be and often is made to the Inspection Committee, 
whose jdgment is final. Concerning the standard 
of No. 2 soft wheat in Toledo, as compared with Chi- 


cago, we have to say that cargo after cargo of 
wheat from thence has been received here, and the 
quality has equaled our grade, with the exception of 
one, which was weevily. The attack is entirely un- 
justifiable—Toledo Market Report. 


A Boston grain merchant has complained to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission that the ra*#s on 
grain via that port are so high as to destroy all busi- 
ness, and Boston roads are ¢harged with unrea- 
sonably advancing rates. 


{Copy for notices under this head should reach us by the 13th of 
the month to insure insertion in the issue for that month. } 


MILL AND ELEVATOR AT A BARGAIN. 


A 50-barrel roller steam mill with grain elevator 
attached will be sold at a bargain on easy terms. 
Address ; 

JOHN ©. THOMAS, Urbana, IIL 


STEAM AND GAS ENGINES. 

For sale, one 18-horse power steam engine; just 
refitted, good as new. One 7%-herse power Lewis 
Gasoline Engine; run 20 days; all complete with 
connections and tanks for gasoline and 
Good as new. Write for bargains. Address 

A. H. RICHNER, Crawfordsville, Ind., or MAN- 
FORD MILLION, Patton, Ind: 


water. 


OHIO ELEVATOR. 


'An elevator on the C., J. & M. R. R., in as fine a 
grain-growing country as there is in the state, for 
sale. Nearly new, steam power, sheller and cleaner. 
Large flour and feed trade.. Good chance for a man 
of limited means. No competition. Best of reasons 


for selling. Address 
LOCK BOX 324, Lewisburg, Ohio. 


[Copy for notices under this head should reach us by the 13th of 
the month to insure insertion in the issue for that month. ] 


IOWA ELEVATOR WANTED. 
I want to buy or rent an elevator in Iowa. Must 
be a good grain point. Address ; 
DANIEL PATTON, Marne, Iowa. 


PARTNERSHIP WANTED. 


Wanted, the address of the owner of a small grain 
elevator in a good grain territory, who wishes a 
partner who is thoroughly competent in the grain 
and elevator business. Address 

T. J., L, care “American Elevator 
Trade,’ Chicago, Ill. 


and Grain 


IMPROVED GRAIN AND SEED TESTERS. 
For 30 days we will sell the Improved Grain and 
Seed Tester, warranted to be true to the United 
States Standard Winchester Bushel, every Tester 
guaranteed and money refunded if not satisfactory. 
One pint, $5.50; one quart, $6.50; two quart, $7, 
f. o. b., Akron, Ohio. Address 
A. S. GARMAN & SONS, Akron, Ohio. 


GRAIN BAGS—BURLAPS. 


All kinds of Bags, 
New and Second Hand. 


ORDERS FILLED PROMPTLY... 


w.J. JOHNSTON, 
Factory and Office, 182 Jackson Street, CHICAGO. 
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ROOFING AND SIDING. 


Write us for Catalogue and low 
Prices on best 


STEEL ROOFING, CORRU- 
GATED IRON, Etc. 


We are large Manufacturers of 
these goods and can save you 
money. 

SYKES STEEL ROOFING CO., 


611 So. Morgan St., Chicago, Ill., 
and Niles, Ohio. 


JAMES A. MILLER & BRO. 


129 and 131 South Clinton Street, CHICAGO. 


Corrugated Iron Roofing and Siding 


Material Only or put on Complete. 


Special pains are taken to get out these materials so they can be 
cheaply put on and make a good job. 


DURABLE—EASILY APPLIED. 


This roofing is manufactured from 
natural Trinidad asphalt materials, 
and will not dry up and become brittle 
under exposure to the weather as 
coaltar roofings do. (28 Send for 
Sree sample of roof 12 years old, with 
circular and price list to 


WARREN CHEMICAL & MFG, CO., 


56 Fulton St., New York, U. S. A. 


Al DURABLE ROOFING, 


SEND ORDERS FOR 


HARD 

eGEr Best Grades 
BLOCK Best Prices 
eat? ire Best Deliveries 


To MILES & COMPANY, 


MINE AGENTS AND SHIPPERS, PEORIA, ILL. 


Grain Trade Pharmacy 


CHICAGO 


Rx. 


1 Membership in the Grain Dealers’ 
Association. 


National 


1 Subscription to the «American Elevator and 
Grain Trade.” 


Take continuously. 
DR. WISE. 


The above prescription, if followed conscientiously, 
is warranted to cure the grain trade of Secalpers, 
Shovel Warts, Transient Buyers, Irregular 
Dealers, Shortages at Terminals, Extortionate In- 
surance Rates, Unreasonable Freight Rates, and In- 
spection that is not Uniform. 

It will alleviate all suffering from the Uncommer- 
cial Conduct of Carriers, Receivers, Track Buyers, 
Terminal Elevator Men, Inspectors and Registrars. 

It will take the Inspection, Weighing and Register- 
ing Departments out of the control of the politicians 

_and place them under civil service rules. 

It will insure a Reciprocal Demurrage Charge, 
Recompense for Acting as Local Freight Agent for 
Bulk Grain, Honest Consideration, and Tair Treat- 
ment by all Carriers, Insurance Companies and Re- 
ceivers. 

The prescription is guaranteed to give this relief 
by esi 


The Grain Dealers’ National Association, 
Secretary, W. H. Chambers, Hepburn, la. 


Scoop 


AND BY THE 


American Elevator and Grain Trade, Chicago. | 


{BARLEY A SPECIALTY. 


R. Ulrich & Son, COMMISSION CARDS. 


WESTERN GRAIN, J. J. BLACKMAN ,. 


ESPECIALLY 
High Grade White and Yellow Corn. COMMISSION 
MERCHANT. 


Elevators ee Central Iinois on Wabash Ry., ae eee ee 
Flour, Grain, Hay, Feed, Beans, Peas, Lentils, 


Cc. P. & St. L. Ry., and St..L., C. & St._P. 
Main ane 6th Floor, Hlinois National Bank Building, 
Seeds, Corn Goods, Etc. 
274 Washington Street, = = NEW YORK. 


ASSOCIATED WITH 


E. BUNKER 


SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS. 
Write for Prices Delivered. 


COMMISSION CARDS. 


sas the advertisement of a bucket- 
le dealer. ] 


Established 


S. W. FLOWER & CO., 


GRAIN AND SEED 
MERCHANTS. ... 
TOLEDO, - - OonHIO. 
High grades of Clover, Alsike and Timothy Seed 

a Specialty. 


If you want to buy, sell or consign, please corre- 
spond with us. 


Martin D. Stevers & Co. 


Commission Merchants, 
218 LA SALLE STREET, - CHICAGO. 


1sss. 


[We will not knowingly 
shop keeper or irresponsi 


SHIP: YO ORsG BATH 


——T0 = 


P B. & C. C. MILES, 


COMMISSION MERCHANTS, 
PEORIA, ILL, © 


LIBERAL ADVANCES 
QUICK RETURNS. 


REFERENOES:—Oommercial Nat Bank, Peoria Savings, Loan & 
Trust Oo., Peoria. 


accounts or GRAIN DEALERS 


OR ORDERS FOR 


Speculative Investments 


On the CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE SOLICITED. 


Established 1875. 


We make a specialty of selling by sample 


Barly, Wheat, Bye, Oats, Corn, Flax and Timothy Seed. 


Grain, Seeds and Provisions for future delivery 


Call at our office or write for private Cipher Code or Shippers Grain Record, bought and soid on margins. 


McLAIN BROS. & CO., 


RIALTO BUILDING, CHICAGO, 


PHILIPP BENZ. 
PH. BENZ & CO. 


ESTABLISHED 1872. 


COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


GRAIN, SEEDS AND HAY, 
WHEAT, CORN, OATS, RYE, BARLEY, FLAX, GRASS SEEDS, HAY. 


Rooms 204-205 Omaha Bldg., Chicago. 


REFERENCES: Bank of Commerce, Chicago. Mercantile Agencies. 
LIBERAL ADVANCES MADE ON CONSIGNMENTS. 


Emit P. BENZ. 


LEMAN BARTLETT. 


L. Bartlett & Son, 


CRAIN AND PRODUCE 
COMMISSION MERCHANTS. 


O. Z. BARTLETT, 


LEDERER BROS., 
GRAIN “seen 


Commission [lerchants, 
BALTIMORE, - - 


Room 23 Chamber of Commerce Bldg, 
Milwaukee, Wis 


Careful attention given to orders from Brewers, Maltsters and Millers 


K.P. MURLLAR, 


Shipper of Wet Feed, 


From Chicago, [ilwaukee and La Crosse. 


Particular attention paid to the shipments Mbp 


of mixed car lots, 
860 Calumet Bidg., 189 La Salle St., CHICAGO, 


Will pay the highest prices for Wet and Dried Brewers’ 
Grains, Dried Distillers’ Slops, Starch Feed, 
Damaged Wheat, Hominy Feed and Barley Sprouts 
under yearly contracts 

Write for estimates F. O. B. cars your city. 


oa careful attention to every shipment, are always pre 
pied Oo make cash advances on consignments. We make a 
sp pecialy of handling spot goods, which we either sell after ar- 
rival or hold if requested. e solicit your trade as we do astrictly 
commission business. REFERENCES: Merchants National Bank, 
Baltimore, Md., and the Commercial Agencies. 


CEO. N. REINHARDT & CO., 


MELROSE STATION, NEW YORK CITY. 


J. F. ZAHM. F. W. JAEGER. 


ESTABLISHED 1879. 
OOO 


J.F. ZAHM & CO., 


Grain and Seeds, 
TOLEDO, ~ ~ ~ ~ OHIO. 


Send for our ‘‘RED LETTER.’’ It’ll keep you posted. 


F. MAYER 


E. | BY ROGERS & COo., gee 3 


COMMISSION 
MERCHARTS 


GRAIN, Flour, Seed, Hay and Straw. 
358 Bourse Building, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
We sell on Commission and buy direct, 


Liberal advances made on consignments. Market reports fur- 
nished gratuitously on application. ConreerouGente solicited. 


HAY, CRAIN AND FEED. 


Storage capacity 8,000 bales, 30, re bushels, 
Let us know what you haye ‘to offer, 


Corn Exchange National Bank. 
References: 4 Manufacturers National Bank. 
Merchants National Bank. 
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COMMISSION CARDS. 


COMMISSION CARDS. 


COMMISSION CARDS, — 


B. WARREN. 


WARREN & CO., 


Grain Commission Merchants, 


‘B. WARREN JR. 


ROOMS 7 ano 9 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 


Peoria, Ill. 


EOWARD P. MERRILL, 
Millers’ Agent. 
Flour, Grain and Mill Feed. 
OFFICE: 
21-2 Union Wharf, PORTLAND, MAINE. 


All sales direct. 


No consignments wanted. 


etters Promptly Answered. 1 want a good Corn Account. 


Husted Milling ss Elevator Co. 


SHIPPERS OF 


GRAIN, FEED AND HAY. 


Manufacturers of Com Meal and All Kinds of Chop Feeds. 


We Make a Specialty of Mixed or Assorted Cars. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 


THE OLD WAY. 


UNION 


Spec 'y- 


% We are-the Pioneer Elevator Builders of the 
West, and claim priority in the building of 
Cheap Elevators with Increased Conveniences. 


3 Don’t BUILD until you get our Plans and Prices, 
Write for Catalogue. 


rolls 


PRICE REDUCED 66 PER CENT. 


<==33s—_BUFFALO, N. Y. 


For NEW and BEST Way 
DRE! 


DECATUR, ILL., 


Manufacturers of the CELEBRATED 


Western Shellers and Cleaners 


The ‘‘Best in the World.’’ 


——_o——_ 
baler nror Supplies of All Hinds a 


H, B. SHANKS, Established 1873. 8S. H. PHTLuires. 


Shanks, Phillips & Co., 


HAY, CORN, OATS, BRAN, CHOPS, FLOUR AND CORN MEAL. 


306 Front St., Memphis, Tenn. 


Refer to Union and Planters’ Bank. Cash advances on B. of L. 


FH PEAVEY & CO, 


Minneapolis, 


Minn. 


GRAIN RECEIVERS. 
Consignments Solicited. 
MILLING WHEAT A SPECIALTY. 


MACH 


OFF 3 SECON 
SHOPS AT 900 FOURTH 


IRON WORKS, 


MINNEAPOLIS 
D. M. GILMORE, Prop., 
INIST and BOILER MAKER. Grain Elevators, 


TREET NORTH 
STREET SOUTH: 


DAMP WHEAT can be PUT in CONDITION for 
GRINDING or STORAGE 


It leaves the Wheat in Perfect Condition for the Rolls. 
Malster’s, Brewer’s and Distiller’s Wet Grain. 
Not an Experiment. In successful use 25 years drying 


CORN MEAL AND HOMINY, 
BREWERS’ GRITS AND MEAL, 


ALSO SAND, COAL DUST, GRAPHITE AND CLAY AND ORE OF ALL KINDS! 


Automatic in operation, requiring no attention. 
the capacity of any other Dryer sold for same price. 


THE CUTLER C0., North Wilbraham, Mass. 


M. F. BARINGER, 


J. R. TOMLINSON & CO., 


_.GRAIN AND MILL FEED... 
416-418 Bourse Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Correspondence with millers and grain dealers solicited. - Sight 
draft with bills of lading attached honored on all shipments, 


COLLINS & Co., 


STRICTLY COMMISSION 
Grain, Hay and Mill Feed. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
IRON WORKS, 


COMPLETE OUTFITS FOR 


Grain Elevator Machinery, Boxes, Hangers 
and Shafting, Elevator Buckets, Boot 
Tanks, Sprocket Wheels, the Standard 
Horse Power (single and double gear), De- 
_ tachable Chains and Attachments, Wood 
2 and Iron Pulleys, etce., etc. 

oo 


Repairs Receive Prompt Attention. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


By using our 


Which is also a successful 


Wheat Heater or Temperer 
or Dryer for Washed 


Wheat or Bran. 
Will also dry 


BUCKWHEAT, RICE AND 
ALL CEREAL PRODUCTS. 


Double 


Cawker’s American Flour Mill and Elevator Directory. 


FORMER PRICE, $10.00. 


PRESENT PRICE, $3.50. 


We have a limited number of Cawker’s American Flour Mill and Elevator Directory for 1895-1896 on hand, 
which we will sell at $3.50 per copy. They will not last long at this price, so speak quick if you want one. 
We will furnish a copy of the Directory and a year’s subscription to the American ELEvATOR AND GRAIN 


Trabe for $4.50. 


aooress MITCHELL BROS. CO., '% 41 186 DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO ILL 


J.B. DUTTON’S 
Patent Automatic Grain Scale. 


ine lca | FOR USE IN 
WLLL Der age Mice ; : 


Rrohurs 


of ee ELEVATORS, DISTILLERIES, MALT HOUSES, FLOUR MILLS, ETC. 


ACCURATE AND RELIABLE AT ALL TIMES. SCALES SENT ON 30 DAYS’ TRIAL. 
SEND FOR CIRCULAR AND PRICE LIST. 


—__ Address 


GOonvVeyiNG, Elevating ana POW6F- Transmitting Machinery 


H.W. CALDWELL & SON CO. 


SPECIALTIES FOR MILLS AND GRAIN GENERAL MACHINISTS, | 
ELEVATORS. WA 127, 129, 131, 133 West syasine sn St. 


CHICAGO. 


_ \ 


CALDWELL 
STEEL CONVEYOR. 


Manufactured exclusively by us at Chicago, with latest improvements. 


i = LINK BELTING. . FRICTION CLUTCHES. PILLOW BLOCKS. 
22t5E Be SPROCKET WHEELS. JAW CLUTCHES. IRON PULLEYS. 
— J COTTON BELTING. COUPLINGS. WOOD PULLEYS. 
RUBBER BELTING. FLEXIBLE SPOUTS, SHAFTING.. 
B = = Ty LEATHER BELTING. GEARING (all kinds). SET COLLARS. 
| BELT CLAMPS. GRAIN SCOOPS. SWIVEL SPOUTS. _ _. 
POWER GRAIN SHOVELS. ELEVATOR BOOTS. TAKE-UP BOXES. 
ELEVATOR BOLTS, COGSWELL MILLS. TURN HEAD SPOUTS. 
CALDWELL CORRUGATED SEAMLESS ELEVATOR BUCKETS. HANGERS. WIRE CLOTH. 
STEEL ELEVATOR BUCKETS, CONCRETE MIXERS. PERFORATED METALS. - , 


TH E MARQUIS PATENT 


EAR CORN ELEVATOR 
tO. SHELEER FEEDER. 


‘ee IS Feeder will feed corn from the dump to the elevator or 
Sheller either'with or without drag belt. Will feed 100 to 1,500 
s% bushels per hour without any attention. Can be regulated to 
the. capacity of the sheller or elevator while in operation. 
Can be made to feed to either sheller or elevator by changing reverse 
board. It is made of iron and is very durable. It will last a. life- 
time. Can be applied to dumps now in use at very little expense. 
We have over 5,000 of these machines: in use that are giving uni- 
versal satisfaction. ~ 


Warehouse and Elevator Machinery of All Kinas. 
Discounts furnished on application. - 


PHILIP SMITH, SIDNEY, Ontlo. 
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Elevator Men, 


Who put in a ROLLER FEED MILL last season, found it a profitable 
investment. Some Roller Feed Mills put in by elevator men have 
more than paid for themselves in one season. The demand for 
ground feed during the coming season promises to be even greater 
than during the last. 


The Case Three-Pair High Corn and Feed Roller Mills 


Are made in four sizes, and always do perfect work. 


Ontario, Inp., April 8, 1895. 


The Case Manufacturing Co., 
Columbus, Ohio. 


DEAR Srrs:—We have the 9x18 
Three-High roll running, and it is 
the best Feed Roll that I ever han- 
dled or saw. We can grind 60 to 65 
bushels per hour with less than half 
the power that we used with the old 
stone. 

She is a daisy. We have smiles all 
over our faces like a full moon. Now, 
if you want a statement regarding 
the roll, let me know, and will write 
youagoodone. Hvyerything all O. K. 

Yours respectfully, 
M.S. MILLER. 


We Keep a Full Line of 


ELEVATOR AND MILL SUPPLIES 
AND MACHINERY. 


Grain Cleaners, Corn Shellers, Corn Cleaners and Scourers. 
SCORN MEAL BOLTS. 


WRITE US FOR PRICES BEFORE BUYING. 


THE CASE MEG. CO., COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


STEAM HEAT, PAS 
HER MODERN CONVENIENCES. 
Asta, SERVICEG# 
‘Rog an NEATLY FURNISHED, THE NEXT TIME YOU A 


ON 


a 


SL 
j oes) 7 avalatalslull 
5 


bi 


= a — = 
WABASH AVENUE AND MADISON STREET. 3 


CLARK’S GRAIN TABLES 


For ees | a to bushels so that the grain buyer can determine the number of bushels in a 
load without doing any figuring. Nine tables. Paper. Price 50 cents. 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT to commission merchants who desire to purchase in quantities for 
their customers. Address 


Mitchell Bros. Co., 184-186 Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 


THE CELEBRATED 


A. P, DICKEY GIANT GRAIN CLEANERS, 
all 


; THE 
tion Separator. STANDARD 


IN THEIR 
4 LINE. 


“Grain 
Cleaned 

to a 
Standstill.”’ 


Manufactured in any de- 
sired size and pattern, with 
capacities to accommodate 
the largest Elevator and 
Flouring Mills, or small 
Warehouses for hand use. 
ngle and Double, End and 
de Shake, and_ Dustless 
Separators, both Under and 

== Over-Blast. 


Over-Blast Suc 
HAW 


The Quadruple Suction Dustless Sepa- 
rator, Four separate suctions, inde- 
pendent of each other, with sieves and 
screens, requiring less power, less floor 
space, lower in height, needing less 
bracing, has better and more perfect 
separations, and furnished with the only 
perfect force feed and mixer on the 
market. Guaranteed to clean Grain to 
any desired standard without waste 
once through this machine twice as well 
as any machine made. 


For CIRCULARS and PRICES address 


AP Dickey Mis. Co. 


RACINE, WIS. 


THE SMITH PNEUMATIC TRANSFER 
AND STEEL STORAGE SYSTEM. 


Now in Successful Operation 
at Toledo, Ohio. 


This is an entirely new and complete system for handling, treating and 
storing grain, seeds, millstuff, coal, sand, gravel, salt and other subdivided sub- 
stances which can be handled in bulk, and the protection and preservation 
of cereals, seeds, vegetables, fruits, ensilage and fodder crops, cotton, 
and other fibers, tobacco, provisions and all perishable substances and valuable 
commodities in absolute safety from fire, water, air, storms, floods, microbes, 
nsects, vermin, animals, thieves, evaporation, fermentation, oxidation or other 
causes of damage or destruction. 

This system has nothing in common with other methods, but is entirely dif- 
ferent and distinct, in construction, arrangement and operation, materials used, 
principles involved, and results obtained, from all others heretofore in use. 


wool 


It is fully protected by 20 patents already issued, and others pending, 
in the United States and principal foreign countries. 


It was on exhibition at the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893, and was 
awarded four highest medals and diplomas and received in addition thereto the 
highest indorsement of the principal officers of the Exposition as well as of the 
highest authorities in all industries to which it is applicable. 

The title to all patents and other rights belonging to this system is vested in 
The Smith Pneumatic Transfer & Storgge Co., and any infringement thereon 
wili receive prompt attention. 

The policy of the Company in regard to the introduction of its system is to 
make such liberal and easy terms with all who desire to use it that there will 
be no cause for complaint. 

Full particulars furnished on application in person or by letter to 


The Smith Pneumatic Transfer & Storage Co., 
1327 Manhattan Building, 


315 DEARBORN ST., CHICACO. 
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s SIX 
Roller 
Feed 
Mill 


Will do more grinding, better 
grinding, and with less ex- 
pense for repairs than any 


other machine used for that 
purpose. 


Feed grinding 
is agreat helpto 
the average 
country eleva= 
tor. If you think 
of trying it 


Get 

Our 
Catalogue 
_and Prices. 


THE EDWARD P. ALLIS 6 OMPANY, 


RELIANCE WORKS, MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


AMERICAN ELEVATOR AND GRAIN TRADE. 


Tse Win ae Ti 


i 7 | 


J) i 
=HiA fae iil 


At FIFTY CENTS apiece are CHEAP, but they do not 
represent a better investment than we offer the “elevator and 
grain trade” in our 


Controllable Wagon Dump. 


WINCHESTER, ILu., February 4, 1896. 
MESSRS. SAVAGE & LOVE CO., Rockford, Hl. 

GENTLEMEN :—Your fayor of the 28th ult. received and noted. Last ae I put one of your 
Controllable Wagon Dumps in a Fairbanks, Morse & Co,’s 22-ft. scale, and it has given me entire 
satisfaction in every respect. In this locality the bulk of ‘grain is as yet handled in sacks, and b 
tip “ipping the Duntp about one-half it makes a nice slant, making it very easy-to pull the sacks fo bac 

wagon, where strings are cut and grain runs out into bin pelo: Every farmer, without baal 2 
tee speaks in glowing terms of the merits of this Dump. In unloading loose grain fom w acon 
there is no dump that will equal yours in being easily handled and always under Tcontro of 
operator. No scaring horses, no dropping of wagon and no noise, 1 consider a grain elevator 
incomplete without the Savage & Love Controllable Wagon Dumps, 

Yours truly, 
. C. WOODWORTH. 


MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


THE SAVAGE & LOVE CO. Rockford, Ill. 


FAIRBANKS, MORSE & CO., St. Paul, Minn., Northwestern Agents. 


J.B. ALLFREE MFG.CO. 


INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 


THE HIGH MILL SYSTEM, 
An Improved Milling System, 


Makes Better Flour, Saves Power, 
Room and Labor. 


eae 


Corn Shellers, 
Automatic Engines, 
Cornmeal Plants. 


aa 


Describe wants and write for 


MANUFACTURERS OF—_—> 


FLOUR-MILLand ELEVATOR 


MACHINERY. 
Improved Rope Drives, 
Shafting and Pulleys, 
Corn and Feed Rolls, 
Aspirating Meal Bolts, 
Hominy Separators, 
(irain Separators. 


@oeawae 


Circulars. 


SPECIAL PRICES UPON APPLICATION. 
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Only $2 


For the 
(ireatest 
Work 


Of the 
kind on 


Earth! 


Only $2 


For the 
(ireatest 
Work 


Of the 
kind on 


Earth! 


Only $2 


For the 
(ireatest 
Work 


Of the 
kind on 


Earth! 


Only $2 


' For the 
(ireatest 
Work 


Of the 
kind on 


Earth! 


Only $2 


For the 
(ireatest 
Work 


Of the 
kind on 


Earth! 


Do 


you Operate an Elevator or Flouring Mill? 


Are you a Grain Buyer or Seller? 
Are you a Grain Commission Merchant? 
Are you a Track Buyer or Seller? 


OR, DO YOU DESIRE TO REACH THIS CLASS OF CUSTOMERS? 


* CLARK'S OFFICIAL « 
(rain Dealers’ and Shippers’ Gazetteer 


WHICH IS NOW READY FOR 1896. 


It is handsomely and durably bound in ‘fine silk cloth, with large side stamp, () | $ O O 
size 9x12 inches, 280 pages, and will be sent, express charges fully prepaid, for fl y - 


This invaluable work has been issued under the endorsement and with co-operation of the Freight Depart- 
ments of more than one hundred of the leading Railroad Systems throughout the United States. It contains the 


OFFICIAL, CORRECTED, REVISED AND COMPARED LISTS 


Of Elevators, Flouring Mills, Grain Dealers and Shippers, Track Buyers and Sellers, Commis- 
sion Houses, etc., etc., on the Following Leading Systems: 


Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway. 
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway. 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railway Co. 


North-Western System: 
Chicago & North-Western Railway. 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Line. 
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley Line. 
Sioux City & Pacific Line. 


Louisville, New Albany & Chicago Ry. (Monon). 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Co, 

Chicago & Eastern Illinois. 

Northern Pacific Railway. 

Illinois Central. 


Burlington System: 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. 
Chicago, Burlington & Northern Railroad. 
St. Louis, Keokuk & North-Western Railroad. 
Chicago, Burlington & Kansas City Railway. 
Hannibal & St. Joseph ailroad. 
Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs Railroad. 
Burlington & Missouri River Railroad in Neb. 


Cincinnati, Jackson & Mackinaw. | 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway Co. 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway. 


Grand Trunk System: 
Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway. 
Cincinnati, Saginaw & Mackinaw Railroad. 
Michigan Air Line. 


Chicago, Detroit & Canada Grand Trunk Junc. Ry. 


Detroit, Grand Haven & Milwaukee Railway. 
Toledo, Saginaw & Muskegon Railway. 


Boston & Maine Railway. 

Fitchburg Railroad Co. 

Maine Central Railway. 

New York & New Englana Railroad Co. 
Central Vermont Railroad. 

St. Paul & Duluth Railroad Co, 


The Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway Co. 


New York, Ontario & Western Railway Co. 
Chicago & Alton Railway. 

Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie Ry. 
Union Pacific System. 

The Great Northern Railway Co. 

The Missouri Pacific Railway Co. 


Erie System: 
New York, Lake Erie & Western Railroad. 
New York, Pennsylvania & Ohio Railroad, 
Chicago & Erie Railroad. 
Buffalo & Southwestern. 
Tioga Railroad. 


Pennsylvania System: 

Pennsylvania Railroad Co. 
Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne & Chicago Railway. 
Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore R. R. Co. 
Washington Southern Railway Co, 
Baltimore & Potomac Railroad Co, 
Northern Central Railway Co. 
Camden & Atlantic Railroad Co. 
West Jersey Railroad Co. 

Panhandle Route: 
Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Ry. Co. 
Indianapolis & Vincennes Railroad Co, 
Cincinnati & Muskingum Valley Railway, 


Allegheny Valley Railroad. 
Cumberland Valley Railroad. 
New York, Philadelphia & Norfolk Railroad Co. 


Michigan Central R. R. 

Cc. C. C. & St. L. Railway (Big Four). 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad. 
Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis Ry. 
Chicago & West Michigan Railroad. 
Detroit, Lansing & Northern Ry. 

Mobile & Ohio Railway. 

Peoria, Decatur & Evansville Railroad. 
Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan Ry, 


And many other leading railroads not enumerated hereon. 


The lists for this great work have been collected, arranged and compiled by the above roads and are brought down to date. 


In the judgment of the leading grain merchants and millers it is the best work of the kind ever published. Besides over 100 of the 
official railroad lists it contains the Grain Inspection Rules of the leading Boards of Trade, including Minneapolis, Philadelphia, 
Milwaukee, St. Louis, Detroit, Chicago, Cincinnati, Toledo, etc., étc., the list of officers of the leading Boards of Trade and other 
information of interest and profit to proprietors of elevators, flour mill owners, grain dealers and shippers, commission houses and 
track buyers, and concerns who desire to reach this class of customers. 

The official lists of the grain dealers, shippers, flouring mills, elevators and commission houses of any one of the twenty-seven 
of the principal cities is ALONE WORTH MANY TIMES THIS SMALL OUTLAY, and this is the only work which contains these lists, and 
they are correct and revised to date, besides the thousands and thousands of places all over the country wherever grain is bought 
or sold. é 

Remember this great work willbe sent immediately on receipt of price, express fully prepaid, provided they have not all been 
sold, in which case your remittance will be returned immediately. 


SEND YOUR ORDER AT ONCE. 


MITCHELL BROS. CO., 


184 AND 186 DEARBORN ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 


Only $2 
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JAMES STEWART & 60., 


ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR 


GRAIN ELEVATORS, 


RAILROAD WORK AND HEAVY STRUCTURES, 
ST. LOUIS AND BUFFALO. 


CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT— WORK IN 1895. 


GRAIN ELEMATORS: 


500,000-bushel Elevator, with Marine Leg and 
Conveyor House 940 feet long, for the New Or- 
leans & Western R. R. Co., Port Chalmette, La. 

200,000-bushel Elevator for the Geo. P. Plant Mill- 
ing Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

RAILROAD 

Two Freight Warehouses, each 115 x 625 feet, for 
the New Orleans & Western R. R. Co., Port 
Chalmette, La. 

Eighty Cotton Warehouses, 62x98 feet, for the 
New oueors & Western R. R. Co., Port Chal- 
mette, La, 


500,000-bushel Storage Elevator for the Riverside 
Matting & Elevator Co., Riverside, Cincinnati, 


150,000-bushel Elevator for the Indiana Distilling 
Co., Terre Haute, Ind. 


BUILDINGS: 

Cotton Compress Warehouse, 108x310 feet, for 
the New Orleans & Western R. R. Co., Port 
Chalmette, La, 

Freight Station for the Baltimore & Ohio South- 
western R’y Co., Brighton, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


RIZER AND HARBOR: 
Dock and Warehouse, 225 x 1,500 feet for the New Orleans & Western R. R. Co., Port Chalmette, La. 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


85,000 Spindle Mill, for the Berkshire Cotton 
Mfg. Co., North Adams, Mass. 

15,000 Spindle Mill, for the Home Cotton Mills 
Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

Warehouse for the Bemis Bros, Bag Co., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

10,000-bushel Distillery, the largest in the world, 
eee Indiana Distilling Co., Terre Haute, 

nd. 

Two Cotton Warehouses, each 200x 250 feet, for 
the Pelzer Mfg. Co., Pelzer, 8. C. 

Cattle Barns, capacity 2,500 head, for the Indiana 
Distilling Co., Terre Haute, Ind. 


Foundations for the large Train Shed, for the 
New York Central & Hudson River R. R. Co., 
at Syracuse, N. Y. 

25,000 Spindle Mill, for the Dwight Mfg. Co., 
Alabama City, Ala. 

Four-story Bag Factory, for the Gulf Bag Com- 
pany, New Orleans, La. 

Six-story Office Building, for J. W. Warner, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Sugar Mill, 120x650 feet, four stories, for the 
Gramercy Sugar Mill Co., Gramercy, La. - 

U.S. Bonded Warehouse, 110x250 feet, for the 
Indiana Distilling Co., Terre Haute, Ind. 

Hogan Warehouse Building, Syracuse, N. Y. 


| COTTFRIED BREWINC CO™ 
MALTING PLANT 


WILHELM GRIESSER 


ENGINEERING 
COMPANY .. 


Designers and Builders of 


Elevators, Breweries, Malt Houses, 
Distilleries and Machinery, 


Th . Patentee and maker of the Grain 
~~ Dryer ‘“‘America,’’ Direct Supportin; 
=| Cellar Construction, Steep-Tank an 
=| Mash-Tub Valves. 


- 907-911 Schiller Building, Chicago. 


LINK-BELT MACHINERY CoO., 


Engineers =:= 


Founders =:= Machinists 


CHICAGO. 


Shafting, Pulleys, Gearing, 
Shaft Bearings, 
Rope Sheaves, 
Rope Dressing, 
Grain Shovels, 


Friction ; utches, 
Manilla Rope, 
Grain Trippers, 

Car Movers, 


Wagon Dumps, Elevators and Conveyors, etc. 


LINK-BELT ENGINEERING CO., Philadelphia and New York. 


a CHICACO.”” 


MOORE & LORENZ, 


43 to 49 S. Canal St., 
CHICACO, ILL., 


““NIACARA.”’ 


=0= =O: 


MANUFACTURERS: 


ELEVATOR BUCKETS, 
BOLTS, ETC. 


MILL AND ELEVATOR 


SUPPLIES. 


D.A.ROBINSON 


Main Office: Auditorium Annex, Chicago. 
Great Northern Elevator A 2, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Construction Office: 


Designer and Builder of 


CRAIN ELEVATORS, MALT HOUSES 


And all Kinds of Heavy Construction. 


Patent Automatic 
Grain Belt Tripper. 


Patent Double-Jointed 


Patent System of Independent 
i Distributing Spouts. 


Leg Rope Drive. 


A PERFECT GRAIN DRYER. 


Wet or Damaged Grain Restored to Grade. 


WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR. 


JOHN S. METCALF & CO., 


Engineers, 
Grain Elevator Builders, 


The New Process Warehouse Gor Sheller 
ein ang ON ae ; 
es, 


Specially built for 
the Elevator and 
Grain Trade. | 


: 
, U ‘ ' | \ eo 
Aa NEW PROCESS OF SHELLING CORN. | 


Some of the special features are: An Adjustable Cylinder, White Iron Shelling Parts, Spiral 
Shelling Head, Double Suction and Blast Fans, Positive Screw Feed, no Clogging, no Grinding of 
Corn, Cobs Left in Good Shape for Fuel, no Waste of Grain or Power. Address , 


wee MARSEILLES MFC. CO., MARSEILLES, ILL. 


'. loose silk, shucks and snow out a ear corn and conyeys it to 
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TROMANHAUSER BROS., [Macdonald Engineering 


ARCHITECTS, CONTRACTORS, AND BUILDERS OF 


GRAIN ELEVATORS. Company, CONTRACTING ENGINEERS, 


Builders and Designers of 


COUNTRY, 
TRANSFER, GRAIN ELEVATORS 
MIXING, Any Capacity. 

nanntak 1454, 1455 and 1456 Monadnock Block, Chicago, III. 
TERMINAL 

some |SEELEY, SON & CO.., 
ELEVATOR Fremont, Neb. 

PLANTS. —— 


Plans Submitted and Estimates Furnished. 


YT New Tork ul etic - .  MINNBAPOLIS, MINN. 
WHEN YOU WANT 


Elevator or Mill 
Supplies, 


Cleaning Machines, 


Feed Mills, ; — i 
Corn Shellers, ie x 
Engines and Boilers, PA hitects and Builders 
Gasoline Engines, OF ALL KINDS OF 


Horse Powers, 


GREAT WESTERN MANUFACTURING C0, CAALN ELEVATORS. 


General Office and Factory, LEAVENWORTH, KAN. . 
Warehouse and Salesrooms, 1221-1223 Union Ave., KANSAS CITY, MO. : 


SEND FOR OUR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE. 


The Heidenreich Construction Co,, 
Ee ENGINEERS AND GENERAL CONTRACTORS, 


Designers and 
Builders of 


GRAIN ELEVATORS 


Of Any Capacity. 


MALT HOUSES AND BREWERIES. 
54 The Rookery: Chicago, Ill. 


THE B. S. CONSTANT COMPANY, 


Designer and Builder of 


GRAIN ELEVATORS. 


MANUFACTURER OF 


L_t Ht Grain Cleaning Machinery A full description of this form of country elevator was given in 


FOR ELEVATORS) AND MILLS. our issue of December 15, 1894. 
Seed and Farm Fanning Mills. - Since that time many of them have been erected in Kansas and 
‘Automatic Self-Feeding Ear Corn Eleva-|12 Other parts of the country They have fully proved their adapt- 
tor Boot and Sheller Feeder. ability to the wants of shippir, é.ations. For low cost of construction 


and economy in rapid handling of grain they stand unequaled. 
For full description and testimonials address 


Thi +. 


eee WESTERN ELEVATOR CONSTRUCTION C0, 


S. W. Cor. Douglas & Prairie Sts., - BLOOMINGTON, ILL. pump and Rear End ot Feeder, CONWAY, McPHERSON CO., KAN. 


Elevator Feeder. iy 


Our Elevator Cleaner collects all dust at the head of the 
elevator before the grain reaches the bins. It also removes the 
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THE 


“OTTO” GASOLINE ENGINE, 


aes POWER «er... 
Grain Elevators, Flour and Feed Mills, 
Water Works, Electric Light Stations. 


: . Lake Street, CHICAGO. 
The Otto Gas Engine Works, § gigs. ) 325. ist street, oman, 
( * ) 212 Nicollet Avenue, MINNEAPOLIS. 


33d & Walnut Sts., PHILADELPHIA, PA. ( 35 E. Ohio Street, INDIANAPOLIS. 


Improved Trucks 


Combination Truck 
and Step-Ladder, and 
Single Trucks, Sack 
Holders and Stand. 

Best Boiler Com- 
pound recipe, the right 
to manufacture and 
use, with instructions 
Price Sateics Rtss $1.00 

Combination ‘Truck 
and Step-Ladder and 
Single Truck for. .$3.00 
S. Prices for larger 
Z number given. Write 
Z7 forpricesand circulars. 
Circulars free. 


PEPRLESS | HFG. CO , Springfiel’, Ohio 4 
| 


Trucks and Sack Holders. |OLDS’ SAFETY VAPOR ENGINES 


Roller, Se and Special Chains | 
ELEVATING 
wo CONVEYING 


MACHINERY 


The Bristol Counter 


FOR HANDLING MATERIAL OF ALL KINDS. 


POWER TRANSMISSION 
MACHINERY, 


COAL MINING MACHINERY. 


FREE from cams, gears, rockarms and complications. Greatest simplicity, 3 : 
efficiency, and durability. <7 Wire Cable 


P.F. OLDS « SON, _ , ae 


C. J. ROOT, Bristol, Conn. | The Gasoline Engine Builders, Box 423, LANSING, MICH. Z conveying. 


JORN Is LAP. UY IT. THE TEEEREY MFG, Co. 163 Rarer St. 
ORNS enw. | “NEW ERA” CASOLINE ENGINE. || Columbus, Ohio, | “ssrtrosanna 


ADAM'S 
wneriyle CornCrib 


Registers an accurate account of work done on 
any machine, grain tallies, fraction tallies, 4, 
and 6 figures. Send for circular. 


Easy to Start. 


Easy to Operate. Reels 
asy to Operate DUNEBARGER’S 


citccse tase | Hay and Grain Record 


Igniter. Gives history of each car from date of 
Any working part re- | Purchase to final settlement. Profit 
moved for cleaning or | #04 Loss quickly seen; arrangement 
repairing without dis- | Perfect, and a great aid in your busi- 
turbing other parts. ness, also checking up accounts. Try 
it and you will.not do without. Every 

Heavy and substantial. | Shipper or Receiver, large or small, 

First class throughout. | «wants it. Copyrighted. re, es 


Pat. June 27, 1893. 
Improved for 1896. 


See tiles tour dies oem p EBorousbly Price, 88.00, Containing 200 Pages. 
Capé at irom { Me to eed PUES. " Guaranteed. 
Notools, neeted in Sool Tea Sizes 10 to 60 H. P. Sagi a 
Send for delivered prices. For Catalogue and Prices address 
; M. DUNEBARGER, - Fayette, O. 
W. J. ADAM, = Joliet, III. /NEW ERA IRON WORKS, 30 WAYNE AVE., DAYTON, OHIO. : i 
nen rrr errr ereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee erence nnnnnnnec ence nnnnnnennnnnnnncnnnennnnenceeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee 
THE ALBERT DICKINSON CoO. WE SEND Guu waa caciee ee 
Timothy, Clovers, Flax, Hungarian, Millets, Red Top, Blue G ' | H fj 
SEED S bawn Gras Grobard Grass, Bird Saeapuctatene Cais The American Miller AND THE Address Mitchell Bros. Co., 
1 A i tC; 
dhayapad ptealas tip pee AG American Elevator »# Grain Trade )1s1pearvornstreet, CHICAGO. 


OFFICES, COR. CLARK & SIXTEENSH STS.. CHICACO, ILL 


PROWN ORLEGGY WHEAT? 


~ war a ? 3 = a SS eyes 
\ 


AMERICAN ELEVATOR AND GRAIN TRADE. 205 


fry ~==ARE YOU TROUBLED WITH 


“ 


lf so we can help you out... 


Read the following from parties using our “EUREKA” Horizontal 
Close Scourers for this class of work. We will guarantee to do as 
well for you. Prices tosuitthe times. ... . 


CAPACITIES FROM 5 TO 1,000 BUSHELS PER HOUR. 


. ay D. SNEATH. A. A. CUNNINGHAM. 
SNEATH & CUNNINGHAT, 


Grain and Seeds. 
Tirrin, Out10, Oct. 5, 1896. 
THE S. HOWES CO., Silver Creek, N. Y. 


Dear Sirs: Your favor.of the 3d received and noted.. We inclose you our check for $........ in payment of 
your No. 2% Eureka Close Scourer, which we bought of you for handling grown wheat. It is giving the best of satisfac- 
tion, in fact we could not get along without it this season. 

Wishing you the best of success, as your machine deserves, we are yours, 

SNEATH & CUNNINGHAM. 


S. J. BROWN, Buyer and Shipper of Grain. 


LIBERTY, NEB., Sept. 30, 1896. 
THE S. HOWES CO., Silver Creek, N. Y. 


Dear Sirs: Some time ago I wrote you about my No. 4 Eureka Oat Clipper. The little difficulty I had with it 


_ was overcome before I got your reply. It is one of the finest machines I have ever had anything to do with. It has made 


me one thousand dollars this season, on leggy or grown wheat. It does the work in the best possible manner and with one 
operation. It raises the grade and weight of the wheat to our entire satisfaction. Anyone having trouble this season with 


‘leggy or grown wheat can add nothing to their mill or elevator that will give them as good satisfaction as your Eureka 


Machines. Yours very truly, S. J. BROWN. 


FOR FULL INFORMATION OF THESE MACHINES WRITE 


THE S. HOWES COMPANY, 


“Eureka Works,” SILVER CREEK, N. Y. 


Successors to Howes, Babcock & Co., Howes, Babcock & Ewell, Howes & Ewell, S. Howes. 
ESTABLISHED iss6. ; 


<“e 
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THE “INVIN CIBLE” OAT CLIPPER 


“CANNOT BE IMPROVED UPON” ® "2 * Pcvinpine oxrs urs rr 


FRANK MARSHALL, 
GRAIN, 
501 Royal Insurance Building. 


CHICAGO, NOV 0 24 L9G wennenrnr reer BQ 


The Howes Grain Cleaner Co. . 


Silver Creek, N. Y. 


Gent lemen: -- 


TInclosed please find check in full for the three No.6 


Invincible Clippers you furnished us and which are giving perfect 


sat 4s faction. Please receipt bills and menueee 


and ain one of 


T oe used Clippers for a number of years, 


the pioneers in Clipped Oats, and it gives me pleasure to say that 


these Clippers do the best work of any I have ever used and T[ do not 


HOWES GRAIN 
~—CLEANER CO., 


believe they can be improved upon. 
Wishing you success in the sale of them, I remain, 


a %*» INVINCIBLE WORKS, * Yours very truly, 


Silver Creek, New York. : Aanth Markell e 


NORDYKE & MARMON CO., Indianapolis, Ind., 


FLOUR, CORN AND ELEVATOR MACHINERY. : 
aUaeT TO SUIT THE MOST EXACTING PRICES TO SUIT THE TIMES. 


9'O'9:9:9'9'O'O1O:O O10, 


Hominy [iills, 
Wheat Heaters, 
Scales, 
Shafting, 
Pulleys, 


Portable Buhr Mills, 


Corn Shellers, Hangers, 
Grain Cleaners, Boxes, 
Flour and Bran Packers, Gearing, 
Flour Feeders and Mixers, Belting, 


Steel Conveyors, 
Wood Conveyors, 
Link Belt, 

Sprocket Wheels, 
Engines and Boilers, 
Water Wheels, 


Elevator Supplies. 


oe 
Three Roll Two-Break Corn 
and Feed Mill. 


TEN SIZES and STYLES of ROLLER, CORN and FEED MILLS~ 


No doubt about the volume of our voice if price and merit talk, and what we say a be 
interesting if you intend to Daye , a 


Three Pair High Six Roller Mill. 


WRITE US, SAYING WHAT YOU WANT. 


NORDYKE & MARMON CO., - INDIANAPOLIS, ND, 


ae oe 5 a. ; va . ay 
i bs 
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J.B. ALLFREE [1FG.CO. 


INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 


BUILDERS OF _~——> _ 


THE HIGH MILL SYSTEM, 


An Improved Milling System, 


Makes Better Flour, Saves Power, 


Room and Labor. 


eae 


Corn Shellers, 
Automatic Engines, 
Cornmeal Plants. 


aa 


Describe wants and write for = 


MANUFACTURERS OF ——=—= 


FLOUR-MILL and ELEVATOR 


MACHINERY. 
Improved Rope Drives, 
Shafting and Pulleys, 
Corn and Feed Rolls, 
Aspirating Meal Bolts, 
Hominy Separators, 
(irain Separators. 


cc =e 


Circulars. 


CRANE ERASE ES 


SPECIAL PRICES UPON APPLICATION. 


mite Us for Prices... 


ON THE BEST FEED GRINDERS. 
ow OAT CLIPPERS 


That will clip oats with a profit. On 
2am anything you may need in the machin- 
ery line. Prices based on gold. Silver 
accepted at par. 


CHAS, KAESTNER & CO, 


; : Machinists, Founders and Mill Furnishers, 
241=249 South Non eon Street, = Chicago, IIl. 
ALL GOODS SOLD BY US GUARANTEED. 


DVVMMD OMAN NN ee) 
pooonouooonONG Bonaman = oe. oe 
oy — ; 
aoe The eee 
Ne & Cincinnati pao ehe 1 eth, shutters, 
(33) Ye Corrugating yiscoun ts. ae. ie ae 
oN ’ jdgecappin 
CIE eae min Plate, Iron, 

. eee Piqua, 0. Paina on, oS 
See a moms ssccoss 
OOO SOoeoe COCoees SOS ISOS 


Crain, Clover »° Crass Seeds, 
CHAS. E. PRUNTY, 
MAIN & MARKET 


SAINT LOUIS. - 


An Offerto Hay anaGrain Men 


THE HAY TRADE JOURNAL ano 
DIRECTORY, 


THE AMERICAN ELEVATOR xo 
GRAIN TRADE, 


$1.00 per year. 


W EEKLY. 


BOTH FOR $2.00. 


ADDRESS EITHER 


The Hay Trade Journal, gp 


Canajoharie, N. Y. 


Mitchell Bros. Co., 


184 and 186 Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill, 


soo BISULPHIDE OF CARBON, 


Of Special Grade for Killing Insects in Warehouses, Ete. 


Send for Instructions and Order Direct from 
the Manufacturer, 


EDWARD R. TAYLOR, 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
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OAT CLIPPERS 
THE MONITOR | 


Built on Honor. Sold on Merit, 


In use in many BPS RRSAE ‘Cleve and “pigehe indorsed 
by every user. 


CAPACITY FROM 50 TO 1,200 BUSHELS PER HOUR. 


Continue in the lead. No competition 


Monitor Grain Cleaners when it comes to high-grade work. xe 


HUNTLEY MFG. CO. Silver Creek, NY. 


